
A BBC Holiday Tradition 
Once again, BBCer Dale Belli has asked the BBC to 
put the word out to encourage our members to make /
donate items for the PWA 
Christmas Project. Espe-
cially needed are sweat-
ers and sweatshirts / 
sweatpants, hats, gloves 
scarves, mittens, etc. Dale 
writes that “we need 
mainly men’s gifts”.  Also 
very welcome — and ap-
preciated— are rolls of 
wrapping paper and plen-
ty of tape. These items will be distributed through The 
Urban Live Source Connection to people with AIDS 
in need of warmth in over 40 NYC area hospices and 
hospitals. This year, we are extending our outreach to 
Staten Island and Far Rockaway. We’ll collect all con-
tributions at the BBC Holiday Party. Thank you all for 
your generosity and holiday spirit! 

We have an opportunity to memorialize our neighbor-
hood friend and activist Larry Selman, the collector of 
Bedford Street, by co-naming Bedford Street Larry Sel-
man Way where Grove and Bedford intersect.  We’d 
like you to sign a petition, for the community board, to 
help support the process.
 During the more than 40 years that Larry lived 
at 104 Bedford Street, he collect close to $100,000 for 
the block association in cash and raffle prizes.  He was 
a man with a big heart and a low IQ, but that didn’t 
begin to measure him.  If you haven’t seen the Acad-
emy Award nominated documentary, The Collector of 
Bedford Street, which was inspired by Larry’s collecting 
for dozens of charities, please contact Alice Elliott, the 
director at elliottfilm@gmail.com 212 924-7151.  
 We would like to have the petition filled by the 
end of December.  Our goal is 200 friends and neigh-
bors.  Larry received the Caring Award the same year 

BBC HOLIDAY PARTY, 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 6-9 PM

The Bedford Barrow Commerce
 Block Association
2014 Holiday Party
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46 Barrow St., Auditorium
Price: Adults, $15; Children (under 12), $5

Food, Fun, Fellowship—Greenwich Village Style

* Buffet Dinner.  Fresh cold cuts, scrumptious salads, 
and succulent sweet treats are the fare, including the 
BBC’s legendary cookies and pies! Drinks — juice, 
wine, and fresh-brewed coffee — are also provided. 
Home-baked goods are welcome; bring them with you 
or drop them off at the School at 4 PM on Party Day. 

* Al. E. Gator & Friends Puppet Theatre Presents pup-
pets, puppets, and more puppets — for children of all 
ages!

* Special visit by Santa 
Claus and his helpers. San-
ta is dropping in early this 
year to give every boy and 
girl a holiday treat. Ho, Ho, 
Ho!  And Santa has many 
prizes to give away to Raf-
fle Winners!

* Holiday Sing-Along.  
Lucy Gallagher and David Garcia-Villar will lead us 
in singing all our holiday favorites.

Elves wanted to trim the tree and help decorate!  Re-
port to Mama Elf, Kathy Donaldson, at the Music 
School at 4 PM on Party Day.
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as Colin Powell.  His film has been used to train over 
25,000 young people in service leadership by the Ki-
wanis International.  
 If you would like to sign, please email us; Alice 
Elliott, elliottfilm@gmail.com, Kathryn Donaldson, 
kathryndonaldson@aol.com.  You can also post on the 
BBC Facebook page.

Nabe Notes
A great neighborhood tradition! The Annual Police 
Roast Beef/Vegetarian Dinner will be held at Our 
Lady of Pompeii (25 Carmine Street), Senior Center, in 
Father Demo Hall, on Tuesday, December 9, 6-9 PM. 
$13 at the door. Please call Sandy Gavin, 212.989.3620. 
Many thanks to the great officers of our Sixth Precinct 
who do ALL the serving!

Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St.) Thurs-
day, December 4, 8 PM – Great new band! Michael At-
tias Quartet: Ever-compelling saxophonist Michaël At-
tias returns to Sound It Out @ Greenwich House to lead 
his great new quartet with Aruan Ortiz, John Hébert 
and Nasheet Waits. Thursday, December 11, 8 PM – 
Harris Eisenstadt’s Canada Day: Drummer-composer 
Harris Eisenstadt leads his colorful, kindred-spirit en-
semble Canada Day in new music. For more informa-
tion, please go to our website, www. greenwichhouse.
org, or call 212.242.4700. 

The Cherry Lane Theatre (38 Commerce St.)  presents, 
on the Mainstage, ME, MY MOUTH & I, written and 
performed by Joy Behar, November 6-December 21. 
As a beloved figure on stage and screen, Behar takes 
her audiences on a journey in this exciting show—from 
her rollicking childhood in Brooklyn to center stage as 
one of America’s premier talk show hosts and comedi-
ans.   
 In the Studio: THE BRIGHTNESS OF HEAVEN: 
A new play by acclaimed author Laura Pedersen, Oc-
tober 16 - December 14. 
Directed by Ludovica 
Villar-Hauser. A witty 
drama about Family, 
Faith, and the ties that 
bind—sometimes too 
tightly. 70 minutes. No 
intermission. Tickets 
now on sale: Online at 
cherrylanetheatre.org. 
Or call OVATIONTIX: 
212-352-310. (Group 
tickets by phone only.) 

The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preserva-

tion announces its programs for December: “Captur-
ing the Disappearing Storefronts of Greenwich Village 
and the East Village,” with photographers and authors 
James & Karla Murray, Tuesday, December 2, 6:30 – 8 
PM. Free; reservations required. Sixth Street Commu-
nity Center, 638 East 6th Street, between Avenue B and 
Avenue C. East Village-based photographers and au-
thors James and Karla Murray will share photographs 
and interviews from their books, STORE FRONT- The 
Disappearing Face of New York and NEW YORK 
NIGHTS, presenting an intimate view of mom-and-
pop small businesses in Greenwich Village and the 
East Village. Both books will be available for purchase 
and signing. To register, please call 212.475.9585 ext. 35. 
 “Greenwich Village Stories: The Art of Frederick 
Brosen,” a slideshow and talk with the artist, Tuesday, 
December 9, 6:30 – 8 PM. Free; reservations required. 
Theatre 80, 80 St. Marks Place, between 1st and 2nd 
Avenues. Frederick Brosen’s native New York is his 
primary subject as he celebrates the built environment 
– its architecture, monuments, and public spaces. 
 Some of his work is featured in our new book, 
GREENWICH VILLAGE STORIES, which will be 
available for purchase and signing. To register, please 
call (212) 475-9585 ext. 35. 
 “Dawn Powell - Portrait of an Often Overlooked 
Literary Great,” A talk with historian John Joseph, 
Thursday, Decem-
ber 11, 6:30 – 8:30 
PM. Free; reser-
vations required. 
Jefferson Market 
Library, Sixth Av-
enue at West 10th 
Street. Join archi-
vist and NYC liter-
ary history junkie 
John Joseph for the 
story of an often 
overlooked literary 
great of the 20th cen-
tury – Dawn Pow-
ell, who wrote stories that chronicled the lives of Mid-
west transplants as they joined the migration of new 
bohemians making the Village their home. To register, 
please call (212) 475-9585 ext. 35.

The Gotham Center for New York City History an-
nounces the following program for December: “Reds 
at the Blackboard: Communism, Civil Rights and the 
NYC Teachers Union,” Tuesday, December 9, 2014, 
6:30-8 PM, Elebash Recital Hall. The New York City 
Teachers Union bears a deep history with the American 
Left, having participated in some of its most explosive 
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battles. Historian Clarence Taylor recounts the pivotal 
relationship and the backlash it created, as the union 
threw its support behind social protest movements. All 
events are free and open to the public. Seating, how-
ever, is “first come, first served.”All events take place 
at The Graduate Center, City University of New York, 
365 Fifth Avenue, between 34th and 35th St. For more 
information, call 212.817.8471.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
2014 GUIDE TO HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

BBC Holiday Party
Put it on your calendar! Bedford Barrow Block As-
sociation Holiday Party—the BEST Holiday Party in 
the Village!—Saturday, December 6, 6-9 PM, at Green-
wich House Music School (46 Barrow St., Auditorium), 
Adults: $15, Children (under 12): $5. Food, fun, fellow-
ship—Greenwich Village Style!

Washington Square Park Annual Tree Lighting
Wednesday, December 10, 
6-7 PM, at the Washington 
Square Arch. The Rob Sus-
man Brass Quartet and chil-
dren and grown-ups alike 
will sing holiday songs. The 
sparkling lights on the re-
splendent tree will be turned 
on to mark the beginning of 
festive winter evenings. The 
Washington Square Associa-
tion provides complimentary 
songbooks.

Sing Messiah!
Handel’s Messiah Open Audience Sing (Judson Memo-
rial Church, 55 Washington Square South at Thompson 
St.), Sunday, December 7, 3 PM. 
 Lift Up Your Heads and sing “Hallelujah!” with 
us. Our annual open sing, where the audience be-
comes the choir. Our own Michael Conley will lead 
us through many of Handel’s beloved choruses as we 
make a joyful noise in celebration of the holidays! $15 
General Admission; $10 Students. New this year: Tick-
ets available online or at the door. For more informa-
tion, 212-517-1776; westvillagechorale@gmail.com. 
 Handmade Holiday Sale Greenwich House Pot-
tery, 16 Jones St., between Bleecker and West 4th Sts. 
Sunday, December 7, 12-5 PM. Over 30 ceramic art-
ists, one day only! For more information, please call 
212.242.4106.

West Village Chorale Holiday Concert. Ring in the sea-
son with the West Village Chorale’s Annual Holiday 

Concert, “And to All a Good Night” (Judson Memo-
rial Church, 55 Washington Square South at Thompson 
St.), Friday, December 12, 7 PM; a second performance 
is on Sunday afternoon, December 14 at 3 PM. Please 
call 212.517.1776 for ticket information.

Greenwich Village Caroling Walk
Saturday, December 20, 4 PM at Judson Memorial 
Church. Join the 
WVC for stroll-
ing through our 
historic, Dicken-
sian neighbor-
hood as we lead 
seasonal carols 
and songs. Re-
freshments, con-
viviality, and 
more singing 
follow back at 
Judson Memo-
rial Church (entrance at 55 Washington Square South, 
at Thompson St.). Song books and light refreshments 
provide. Free and open to all!

Christmas Eve Caroling Under the Arch in Washington 
Square Park, Wednesday, December 24 — 5-7 PM.
The Rob Susman Brass Quartet, a song leader, and the 
revelers from all over the city will lustily sing out the 
familiar tunes. The words are in the songbooks dis-
tributed compliments of the Washington Square Asso-
ciation, but many will know them by heart. “Peace on 
Earth, Good Will to Men” will ring out to remind us all 
of the true meaning of the holidays.

St. Luke in the Fields Christmas Activities (Episcopal) 
(212.989.0562), 487 Hudson St.
Wednesday, December 24, 5 PM: Christmas Pageant
Wednesday, December 24, 10 PM: Christmas Music by 
the St. Luke’s Choir; 10:30 PM: Christmas Vigil
Thursday, December 25, 10:30 AM: Christmas Morning 
Mass

Our Lady of Pompeii Christmas Activities (Roman 
Catholic) (212.989.6805) 25 Carmine St.
Wednesday, December 24, 5 PM: Vigil Mass; 12 AM, 
Midnight Mass
Thursday, Dec. 25, 9 AM: Mass; 11 AM: Mass; 12:15: 
Mass

Judson Memorial Church (Ecumenical) 55 Washington 
Square South at Thompson Street. For Christmas ser-
vice times, please call 212.477.0351.
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Neighborhood Notes & Notables
After two failed attempts, Christopher Street drag 
queen bar Boots N Saddle has found a new home. 
Boots N Saddle’s owners appeared before Community 
Board 2’s State Liquor Authority Licensing Committee 
on November 11 to seek approval for a liquor license 
at the former Actors Playhouse at 100 A Seventh Ave. 
South.  The new space allows the bar to more than dou-
ble its current capacity.  One of the concerns was people 
on the street, mentioned Robert Ely, co-chairperson of 
the State Liquor Authority Licensing Committee. The 
liquor licensing committee supported the new loca-
tion as long as the bar controlled the crowds with three 
security guards.The setup of the underground old Ac-
tor’s Playhouse space will keep all of the bar’s activi-
ties below street level, assuaging neighbor’s previous 
concerns of noise and rowdiness. Unlike the previous 
meetings where many community members were in 
attendance, Tuesday’s meeting only had two people 
voice their concerns.

One makes the city’s densest frozen treat; the other, 
one of the city’s fluffiest. So what would an offspring 
of Shake Shack and Big Gay Ice Cream look like? The 
pair are debuting a limited-edition scoop-milkshake 
hybrid this weekend. The “Layer Shake” ($6.50) is a 
16 ounce ice concrete/soft-serve mashup that’ll be on 
offer at Big Gay’s West Village shop and Shake Shack’s 
DUMBO outpost on Friday through Sunday. At Big 
Gay, that means a layer of egg nog soft-serve topped 
with a layer of graham cracker crumble with cara-
melized pumpkin seeds and cranberries made by La 
Newyorkina.        from Gothamist

Billionaire media mogul Barry 
Diller and his wife, fashion de-
signer Diane von Furstenberg, 
are donating $130 million to build 
a futuristic-looking 2.7 acre park 
in the Hudson River. If this is the 
first you’re hearing about this, 
you’re not alone—after Diller was 
approached by the Hudson River 
Park Trust two and a half years 
ago about helping to replace the 
crumbling Pier 54, they planned 
the park in secret, with Diller’s 
commitment rising from $35 mil-
lion to $130 million as the project 
became increasingly ambitious. 
The end result—an amoeba-like 

undulating structure sitting on 300 concrete pylons, 
ranging from 70 feet to 15 feet—is from British design-
er Thomas Heatherwick (known for designing the 
Olympic caldron for the Summer Olympics in London 
in 2012). It will feature gardens, lawns, and an 800-seat 
amphitheater, and looks like a set for a fantasy movie.
 With the Diller-Von Furstenberg Family Foun-
dation contributing the bulk of the funding and an ad-
ditional $39.5 million coming from the city, the state 
and the Hudson River Park Trust, the project only 
needs approval from the trust’s full board, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, and the state Department of En-
vironmental Conservation to move forward with con-
struction in 2016. After its completion, Diller would 
sign a lease to run the park and cover its operating 
expenses for 20 years. Oscar-winning movie producer 
Scott Rudin, theater director Stephen Daldry, and 
playwright George Wolfe would head up a board that 
would select acts to perform at the amphitheater.
 The project is not without its detractors, how-
ever. Some politicians find it troubling that the entire 
thing was conceived and planned in secret. “It is deep-
ly disturbing that the trust failed until now to disclose 
what it is doing,” Assemblywoman Deborah J. Glick 
told the Times. Others are questioning whether Man-
hattan really needs another stage, especially with the 
Culture Shed at Hudson Yards and the Performing Arts 
Center at the World Trade Center site still in develop-
ment. And still others are uncomfortable with the en-
tire idea of privately funded parks. “This is great news 
for Pier 54 and its surrounding neighborhood, but once 
again we are relying on a private funding model that 
only works in areas with wealthy neighbors, leaving 
countless parks in low-income parts of the city to fight 
over inadequate public resources,” Councilman Mark 
Levine told the Journal.


