
McMahon will lead us in singing all our holiday fa-
vorites.

Elves wanted to trim tree and help decorate! Report to 
Mama Elf, Kathy Donaldson, at the Music School at 4 
PM on Party Day.

Our Second Annual Literary Soiree
Greenwich Village has always been a mecca for artists 
and writers. On Wednesday, November 2, that tradi-
tion of creativity was alive and well, and celebrated!, 
at the BBC’s Second Annual Literary Soiree, held at the 
Greenwich House 
Music School, at 46 
Barrow St. Village 
writers working in 
a variety of genres—
nonfiction, fiction, 
the creative nonfic-
tion forms, memoir 
and personal essay—came together to read their works 
to an enthusiastic and appreciative audience. 
 This was a distinguished and oh-so-talented 
group. Tyler Redmond read his new piece of fiction, 
Lead Belly is Buried Alive, which explores the dynam-
ics of what cannot be seen or heard.   read from her 
book The ASK: How to ASK for your Nonprofit Cause, 
Creative Project and Business Venture, and offered valu-
able tips on how to “ask” for what you want. Eliza-
beth Mann read from her evocative and touching new 
novel for middle-readers, 
Little Man. Distinguished 
food and travel writer, 
Kathleen Squires, read 
her charming piece on 
egg creams—watch for 
a special BBC showing 
this spring of the docu-
mentary James Beard: 

BBC HOLIDAY PARTY, SATURDAY, 
DECEMBER 3, 6-9 PM

The Bedford Barrow Commerce 
Block Association
2016 Holiday Party

When: Saturday, 
December 3, 6-9 PM

Where: Greenwich House
 Music School, 

46 Barrow St., Auditorium
Price: Adults, $15; 

Children (under 12), $5
Food, Fun, Fellowship

Greenwich Village Style

*  Buffet Dinner.  Fresh cold cuts, scrumptious salads, 
and succulent sweet treats are the fare, including the 
BBC’s legendary 
cookies and pies! 
Drinks—juice, wine, 
and fresh-brewed 
coffee—are also pro-
vided. Home-baked 
goods are welcome; 
bring them with you 
or drop them off at 
the School at 4 PM on 
Party Day. 

*  Al. E. Gator & Friends Puppet Theatre Presents pup-
pets, puppets, and more puppets—for children of all 
ages!

* Special visit by Santa Claus and his helpers. Santa is 
dropping in early this year to give every boy and girl a 
holiday treat. Ho, Ho, Ho!  And Santa has many prizes 
to give away to Raffle Winners!

*  Holiday Sing-Along.  Lucy Gallagher and Victoria Kathleen Squires
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America’s First Foodie, on PBS’s “American Masters,” 
which Kathleen is co-producing. Keen Berger, revered 
Villager and grandmother of three, read from her wel-
come work-in-progress on “grandmothering.” Stuart 
Waldman, “born in Coney Island,” read his moving 
and so honest personal essay about his father. Diane 
Wildowsky remembered her father as well, in her per-
sonal essay that put us right back on her family farm 
in Connecticut. And Leslie T. Sharpe, who hosted the 
proceedings, read from her new book, The Quarry Fox, 
forthcoming from The Overlook Press in March 2017, a 
lyric narrative look at the wild animals of the Catskill 
Mountains, introducing us to the bobcats who live on 
her mountain. Thanks to all who participated, thanks 
to all who attended. It was a wondrous evening that 
evoked, for many of us, the spirit of the Old Village, 
that sense of community that the BBC Block Associa-
tion still epitomizes.

Holiday Tradition 
Once again, BBCer Dale Belli has asked the BBC to put 
the word out to encourage our members to make /do-
nate items for the PWA Christmas Project. Especially 

needed are sweaters, sweatshirts, 
thermal underwear, sweatpants, 
socks, hats, gloves scarves, mit-
tens, etc. Dale writes that “we need 
mainly men’s gifts”.  Also very wel-
come—and appreciated—are rolls 
of wrapping paper and plenty of 
tape. These items will be distributed 
through The Urban Live Source Con-
nection to people with AIDS in need 
of warmth in NYC area hospices and 

hospitals. This year, we are extending our outreach to 
all five boroughs. We’ll collect all contributions at the 
BBC Holiday Party. Thank you all for your generosity 
and holiday spirit! 

Visiting Neighbors, which has been a trusted lifeline 
for our community’s seniors since 1972, needs your 
help during the holiday season.  There are several ways 
you can make a difference. You’ll feel better and so will 
our elderly neighbors.
 The holidays can 
be extremely lonely 
for seniors as they sit 
alone in their apart-
ments watching televi-
sion, seeing everyone 
celebrate with fam-
ily and friends.  Visit-
ing Neighbors tries to 
brighten seniors’ days 

with extra visits and whenever possible, with donated 
gifts.  If you have a few hours and can volunteer --- ei-
ther over the holidays or during the rest of the winter -- 
call the VN office at (212) 260-6200. Volunteer elves are 
welcome for the holidays, and VN is always looking 
for volunteers to help seniors wth shopping, getting 
to medical appointments and just spending some time 
with them. 

Cherry Lane Theatre: Monday, December 5 at 7:00pm: 
Join us for Mentor Project 2017 Announcement Night! 
We will announce this 
season’s three new play-
wrights and their men-
tors: McArthur Genius 
Grant recipient Bran-
den Jacobs-Jenkins, 
Pulitzer-winner Ste-
phen Adly Guirgis and 
OBIE Award-winner 
Lucy Thurber. Featur-
ing selections read by 
the artists. Mentor Proj-
ect is Cherry Lanne’s 
OBIE Award-winning 
new play development 
series, now in its 19th season. 
Reception following. Details at cherrylanetheatre.org  

Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St.) 
The New York Youth Symphony is playing a free jazz 
performance on Monday, November 28, 7:30pm. The 
jazz band is modeled on the bands of the 1930’s and 
1940’s. They will play selections celebrating the Village 
Vanguard Jazz Orchestra.

Young Artist Series: Anna Han Thursday, December 
1, 7:30 p.m .FREE
The Young Artist Series, presented under the auspices 
of the Stecher and Horowitz Foundation, features prize 
winners and finalists of the biennial New York Inter-
national Piano Com-
petition at venues 
in New York, Con-
necticut and Wash-
ington, D.C.  A roster 
of talented, emerging 
artists offer eclectic 
programs of classical 
piano music, includ-
ing repertoire from 
the 17th century to the 
present.

Stephen Adly Guirgus

Anna Han
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 Described by the Washington Post as “prodi-
giously gifted… a display of imagination, taste and 
pianistic firepower far beyond her years,” Anna Han 
has won a number of prestigious international compe-
titions, including the first prize of the 2012 New York 
International Piano Competition, the first prize of the 
2011 New Orleans International Piano Competition 
for Young Artists and the first prizes of both the 2011 
and 2008 IIYM (International Institute for Young Musi-
cians) International Piano Competitions. 

GVSHP Brokers Partnership Presents:
The Andy Statman Trio at Eldridge Street 
Synagogue,Wednesday, December 14, 7:00 pm. Join us 
for a special night featuring renowned musican Andy 
Statman and the Andy Statman Trio performing their 
trademark blend of American roots music, prayful Ha-
sidic music, klezmer, and avant-garde jazz in the stun-
ning main sanctuary of the Eldridge Street Synagogue. 
A New York City and National Historic Landmark, the 
synagogue is an enduring and monumental reminder 
of the East Side’s immigrant history. A 6:00 p.m. tour 
of the Museum is included with your visit, but you 
must reserve separately (tour signup available upon 
purchase of concert ticket). $30 in advance/$45 at door. 
Reservations required.[This event is wheelchair acces-
sible.]

Gotham Center of New York: All our events are free 
and open to the public, and take place at The Graduate 
Center, CUNY, 365 Fifth Avenue. Seating is “first come, 
first served.” 
 Feeding Gotham: The History and Future of Food 
Policy in NYC, Tuesday, December 13, 7:00–8:30pm 
(please note the irregular start time),Elebash Recital 
Hall. Michael Bloomberg was the first mayor to create 
an office of food policy. But concerns over the produc-
tion and distribution of food in the city have long been 
of central importance. This panel will explore that his-
tory and evaluate present and future needs.
 Gergley Baics (Bar-
nard College) will speak 
about his new book, ex-
ploring the deregulation 
of New York’s public 
food markets in the early 
1800s. Marion Nestle 
(NYU) will report on the 
late Joy Santlofer’s new 
book Food City: Four Cen-
turies of Food-Making in 
New York (for which she 
provided a foreword) 

and her own work on the politics of food. Nick Freud-
enberg, Director of the Urban Food Policy Institute at 
the CUNY’s School of Public Health, will discuss food 
policy issues facing the city. Mark Bittman of the New 
York Times will moderate.

Sanctuary City: Asylees, Refugees, and Migrants in 
NYC: Thursday, December 15, 6:00-8:00pm, Elebash 
Recital Hall, New York has 
long been America’s pre-
mier “city of immigrants.” 
This panel will explore 
past and current municipal 
efforts to provide safe ha-
ven to those seeking asy-
lum, and assess the chal-
lenges presented by state 
and federal law. Mae Ngai 
(Columbia University) will 
provide an overview of 
modern U.S. immigration 
law. Francisco Goldman of 
The New Yorker will discuss 
the politics of sanctuary. 
Camille Mackler, Director of Legal Initiatives, New 
York Immigration Coalition, and Heather Axford, Cen-
tral American Legal Assistance, will report on sanctu-
ary activists. Nisha Agarwal, Commissioner, Mayor’s 
Office of Immigrant Affairs, will provide an adminis-
tration assessment of the current state of affairs. Julia 
Preston of the New York Times will moderate.

2016 GUIDE TO HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS

Greenwich House Pottery
Maggie Finlayson and Tom Jaszczak, Through De-
cember 16. Fin-
layson makes 
hand-built earth-
enware vessels 
that draw on the 
quiet, minimal 
forms of basic 
function, such 
as basins, bread 
troughs and bas-
kets while Jaszc-
zak best describes his pots as driven by form and line. 

BBC Holiday Party
Put it on your calendar! Bedford Barrow Block As-
sociation Holiday Party—the BEST Holiday Party in 
the Village!—Saturday, December 3, 6:00-9:00pm, at 
Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St., Au-Gergley Baics

Mae Ngai
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ditorium), Adults: $15, 
Children (under 12): 
$5. Food, fun, fellow-
ship—Greenwich Vil-
lage Style!

Washington Square 
Park Annual Tree 
Lighting
Wednesday, Decem-
ber 7, 6:00-7:00pm, at 
the Washington Square Arch. The Rob Susman Brass 
Quartet and children and grown-ups alike will sing 
holiday songs. The sparkling lights on the resplendent 
tree will be turned on to mark the beginning of festive 
winter evenings. The Washington Square Association 
provides complimentary songbooks.

West Village Chorale’s Annual Holiday Concert
Christmas in the Old and New Worlds (Judson Memo-
rial Church, 55 Washington Square South at Thompson 
St.), Sunday, December 11, 5:00pm. Tickets available 
www.westvillagechorale.org or at the door.

Sing Messiah! West Village Chorale
Handel’s Messiah Open Audience Sing (Judson Memorial 
Church, 55 Washington Square South at Thompson St.), 

Sunday, December 4, 4:00pm. 
Lift Up Your Heads and sing 
“Hallelujah!” with us. Our 
annual open sing, where the 
audience becomes the choir 
and makes a joyful noise in 
celebration of the holidays! 
$15 General Admission; $10 
Students.  Tickets available 
www.westvillagechorale.org 
or at the door.

Greenwich Village Caroling Walk
Saturday, December 17, 4:00pm at Judson Memorial 
Church. Join the WVC for strolling through our histor-
ic, Dickensian neighborhood as we lead seasonal carols 
and songs. Refreshments, conviviality, and more sing-
ing follow back at Judson Memorial Church (entrance 
at 55 Washington Square South, at Thompson St.). Song 
books and light refreshments provide. Free and open 
to all!
 
Christmas Eve Caroling Under the Arch in Washing-
ton Square Park
Saturday, December 24 — 5:00-7:00pm. The Rob Sus-
man Brass Quartet, a song leader, and the revelers 

from all over the city will 
lustily sing out the familiar 
tunes. The words are in the 
songbooks distributed com-
pliments of the Washington 
Square Association, but many 
will know them by heart. 
“Peace on Earth, Good Will to 
Men” will ring out to remind 
us all of the true meaning of 
the holidays.

St. Luke in the Fields Christmas Activities (Episco-
pal) (212.989.0562), 487 Hudson St.,Saturday, Decem-
ber 24, 5:00pm: Christmas Pageant
Saturday, December 24, 10:00pm: Christmas Music by 
the St. Luke’s Choir; 10:30 PM: Christmas Vigil, Sun-
day, December 25, 10:30am: Christmas Morning Mass

Our Lady of Pompeii Christmas Activities (Roman 
Catholic) (212.989.6805) 25 Carmine St., Saturday, De-
cember 24, 5 PM: Vigil Mass; 12 AM, Midnight Mass
Sunday, Dec. 25, 9 AM: Mass; 11 AM: Mass; 12:15: Mass

Judson Memorial Church (Ecumenical) 55 Washing-
ton Square South at Thompson Street. For Christmas 
service times, please call 212.477.0351.

Oil by Yvonne Pene du Bois (c.1930)


