
We ask any interested writer to register, via email 
(KathrynDonaldson@aol.com), if you would like to 
read. 
PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE LIMITING THE READERS 
TO TEN. EACH PARTICIPANT WILL BE GIVEN FIVE 
MINUTES (MAXIMUM) TO INTRODUCE US TO 
THEIR WORK.
           If we have more  than ten  writers who wants to                                                                                                                                       
participate, we will schedule another reading event at 
a later date. But please be aware that we are limited by 
time constraints.  If you are interesting in participat-
ing, please register At the same time, include a brief bio 
(several lines) which will be read to the audience when 
you are introduced at the BBC Literary Soiree. We look 
forward to seeing you and hearing your work at this 
exciting premier event. And bring your fans, friends 
and family!

Larry Selman Way!  
The proposal by West Village residents to name the 
corner of Bedford and Grove Streets for Larry Selman 
recently won unanimous approval from Community 
Board 2. The next step is its presentation before the 
City Council. Larry, who died in 2013 at the age of 70, 
devoted the majority of his time to raising money for 

 
Annual Membership is $25; For information,

Please call 212-366-1451

BBC February 2015 NEWS AND VIEWS
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, February 4 at 
the Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow Street). 
This will be a meeting about our upcoming Spring fair. 
All those interested in participating are welcome. Re-
freshments will be at 6:30PM, meeting at 7PM.

BBC Membership
BBC President Kathy Donaldson reports that more 
than 150 residents have already rejoined the Bedford 
Barrow Commerce Block Association. Thanks to all 
who have re-upped. You will find your new member-
ship card in this mailing. Those of you who have not 
yet rejoined will find a return envelope for you to send 
in your payment (please do remember those trees!) Be 
sure to make your checks payable to BBC Membership. 
You’ll feel great — it’s guaranteed!!

BBC Literary Soiree! 
Get ready for the first ever BBC Literary Soiree! Featur-
ing the talents of our very own BBC poets, novelists, 

playwrights and nonfic-
tion writers . . .
 The BBC invites YOU 
to read from your work, 
published or unpublished, 
at the April BBC Meeting, 
on Wednesday, April 1, at 
7:00 PM, at the Greenwich 
House Music School (46 
Barrow St.). At 6:30 PM, 
socialize with your fellow 

writers over light refreshments.
 Please come and share your poems, your Great 
American Novel, your short story, your memoir, your 
narrative non-fiction, or your play. Open to all BBCers.
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the Bedford Barrow Commerce Block Association. 
Since 1978, he sold thousands of dollars of raffle tickets 
each year, despite having an intellectual disability. The 
money Larry collected was donated to neighborhood 
nonprofits, even as Selman subsisted on Social Secu-
rity checks. 
 “He was our ambassador,” said BBC President 
Kathryn Donaldson. “He was just the most wonder-
ful person that you would ever know.” Born in 1942 
in East New York, Brooklyn, Larry lived on Bedford 
Street for more than 50 years, from the time his uncle 
assumed responsibility for him when his parents died 
in the 1960s until his own death. 
 In 2002, filmmaker Alice Elliott made an Acade-
my Award-nominated documentary about Larry called 
“The Collector of Bedford Street.” The film describes 
how the BBC community mobilized to care for Larry 
after realizing that Selman’s Uncle Murray was near-
ing the end of his life. In their letter to the community 
board, Donaldson and Elliott made an emotional argu-
ment for Selman’s worthiness: “Larry was a man who 
collected thousands of dollars for others, but he lived 
at the poverty level, himself; he suffered from depres-
sion but told jokes to make others laugh.  He created a 
vibrant community by connecting strangers with each 
other, while often feeling isolated and lonely himself,” 
they wrote. “He had a low IQ, but a big heart.” The 
letter concluded: “Our community is stronger because 
of this unlikely leader, who showed us what it means 
to be a good neighborhood for over 35 years.” Excerpts 
from article written by Danielle Tcholakian.

NABE NOTES
Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St.) pres-
ents the Sound It Out jazz series, which hosts musicians 
from jazz and other venturesome genres, further bind-
ing Greenwich House Mu-
sic with progressive scenes 
across New York City.    
      Saturday, February 7, 
8:00 PM–Double Bill! An-
dre Matos 5tet and Jacob 
Sacks’ Two Miles a Day: 
André Matos 5tet w/ Tony 
Malaby, saxophone; Ja-
cob Sacks, piano; Eivind Opsvik, double-bass; Billy 
Mintz, drums; AND: Jacob Sacks’ Two Miles a Day w/ 
Jacob Sacks, piano; Mat Maneri, viola; Eivind Ops-
vik, double-bass; Billy Mintz, drums.Tickets: $15 ($12 
for students and seniors)
 Thursday, February 12, 8:00 PM–Double Bill! Ide-
al Bread and Outhead: Ideal Bread with Josh Sinton, 
baritone saxophone; Kirk Knuffke, trumpet; Adam 
Hopkins, double-bass; Tomas Fujiwara, drums; and 

Outhead w/ Alexander Weiss, tenor saxophone; Josh 
Sinton, baritone sax; Dmitry Ishenko, double-bass; 
Deric Dickens, drums; Pete Galub, electric guitar; 
plus three backing voices. Tickets: $15 ($12 for students 
and seniors)
 Saturday, February 21, 8;00 PM—Rob Brown 
Trio: Rob Brown, alto saxophone; William Parker, 
double-bass; Gerald Cleaver, drums. Tickets: $15 ($12 
for students and seniors)                               
For more information, please go to our website, www. 
greenwichhouse.org, or call 212.242.4700. 

The Cherry Lane Theatre (38 Commerce Street) will 
have their launch party of the 2015 Mentor Project on 
Monday, Feb. 2 at 7:00PM.  This season’s artists and 
productions will be introduced. Dates for upcoming 
performances are March 4-14 (Peerless), March 25-April 
4 (King Lear), Apr 15-26 (The Idea of Me). Memberships 
now on sale: See all 3 plays for $30 (reg. $45) Avail-
able online: www.cherrylanetheatre.org  or by phone 
212.989.2020 x 21.                                                                                
 The Cherry Lane Theatre also presents Everything 
You Touch, January 28–March 29, Mainstage, writ-
ten by Sheila Callaghan, 
directed by Jessica Kub-
zansky. Featuring: Chris-
tian Coulson, Allegra 
Rose Edwards, Chelsea 
Fryer, Tonya Glanz, Lisa 
Kitchens, Nina Ordman, 
Miriam Silverman and 
Robbie Tann. “Victor is a 
ruthless fashion designer 
in the 1970s at the top of 
his game. Esme, his glam-
orous protégé and muse, 
is pushed aside when an 
ordinary Southern woman inspires Victor to make his 
artistry accessible to the masses. A generation later, a 
woman grappling with a healthy dose of self-loathing 
must wrestle her own family demons to find her way 
through the world of fashion that won’t give a wom-
an her size a second look. Skipping back and forth in 
time, Everything You Touch is a viciously funny look at 
the struggle to find an identity that’s more than skin 
deep”. Tuesday-Saturday, 8:00PM; Saturday matinee, 
2:00PM; Sunday, 3:00 PM; Dark Mondays. Run Time: 
2 hours with one 15 minute intermission. Tickets now 
on sale: Online at cherrylanetheatre.org. Or call OVA-
TIONTIX: 212-352-310. (Group tickets by phone only.) 
                 
The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preserva-
tion (GVSHP) announces its February 2015 programs: 
“Shadows on Bleecker Street,” Staged readings from 
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a book by Warren Wyss and Milton Polsky. Part of 
GVSHP’s African American History Month Series. 
Monday, February 2, 6:30–8:00 PM @ HB Playwrights 
Theater, 124 Bank Street (between Greenwich Street 
and Washington Street). Free; reservations required.
 After a rare book signed by legendary abolitionist 
Frederick Douglass is stolen, Professor Jeff Gardner 
joins a Bleecker Street 
literary walking tour, 
which he believes will 
enable him to recover 
the book—and trap 
the killer of Jeff’s col-
league, who had dis-
covered the Douglass 
book . . . Special bo-
nus for those attend-
ing this book reading: 
select scenes in the 
novel’s narrative will 
be acted out! Books will be available for purchase and 
signing. To register, please call (212) 475-9585 ext. 35.                                                                                                                               
“Spring Street Presbyterian Church”: An illustrated 
lecture with archivist David Pultz. Part of GVSHP’s 
African American History Month Series. Monday, Feb-
ruary 9, 6:30–8 PM @ 

First Presbyterian Church, (12th Street and Fifth Av-
enue). In December 2006, construction began on the 
site of a former parking lot at the corner of Spring and 
Varick Streets. It was the beginning of the Trump Soho 
46-story “condo-hotel.” Soon after digging began, a 
backhoe uncovered human remains in four early 19th 

century burial vaults. Construction was halted and ar-
chaeologists were immediately called in to investigate. 
The remains were part of the Spring Street Presbyterian 
Church, which had once existed at the site. Established 
in 1810, the Spring Street Church has a storied history 
as an early abolitionist congregation that accepted free 
African-Americans into full membership–years be-
fore slavery was abolished 
in New York. Join us for this 
fascinating NYC history. 
To register, please call (212) 
475-9585 ext. 35.  
     “ Years of Preservation: A 
Conversation with Anthony 
C. Wood” (Co-sponsored by 
the New York Preservation 
Archive Project): Join An-
thony C. Wood, founder of 
the New York Preservation 
Archive Project and author 
of “Preserving New York: 

Winning the Right to Protect a City’s Landmarks,” 
for an intimate discussion of what led to the passage 
of NYC’s 1965 landmarks law, how it has affected the 
urban environment since, and the prognosis for pres-
ervation looking forward. Thursday, February 19, 6:30 
– 8 PM @ Third Street Music School Settlement, 235 
East 11th Street (between Second and Third Avenue). In 
conversation with GVSHP’s Karen Loew, Wood will 
illuminate the long struggle that preceded the land-
mark law and the forces that shaped it. As we examine 
the architectural losses on the way to the law and the 
preservation of so many remarkable buildings since, 
we will also evaluate the current political landscape 
and how preservation may evolve in the 21st century. 
Free; reservations required. To register, please call (212) 
475-9585 ext. 35. 

Gotham Center for New York City History: All events 
are free and open to the public. Seating, however, is “first 
come, first served.”All events take place at The Gradu-
ate Center, City University of New York, 365 Fifth Av-
enue, (between 34th and 35th St. RSVP at 212-817-8471.                                                                                                                                    
      “Black Entertainers and New York City History,” 
Tuesday, February 24, 6:30-8:00 PM @ Elebash Recital 
Hall. Please join us for a panel discussion on the his-
tory of black entertainment in New York, with Judy 
Smith, author of a forthcoming biography of Harry 
Belafonte; Gayle Wald, author of a forthcoming book 
on the TV show “Soul!;” Farah Jasmine Griffin, au-
thor of the recently released “Harlem Nocturne: Wom-
en Artists and Progressive Politics during World War 
II”; and Ruth Feldstein, author of “How It Feels to Be 
Free: Black Women Entertainers and the Civil Rights 
Movement.”    

Neighborhood Notes & Notables
Dominique Ansel is cooking up cocktail and dessert 
pairings for his new bakery-themed restaurant. The 
Cronut king is applying for a liquor license for his 
new venture at 137 Seventh Ave. South in the hopes 
of adding cocktails to his planned $65-per-person des-
sert testing menu. The six-course meal, composed en-
tirely of dessert items, will only be served at a special 
chef’s table after the main cafe, called Dominique An-
sel Kitchen, closes at 7:00PM. There will be no Cronuts.
 Ansel won begrudging support from the CB2 
committee, despite longstanding frustration over the 
lines outside his SoHo bakery and concerns that those 
lines will follow him to his new spot. “I think a lot of 
people would agree that it’s an affront that you have 
a line taking up the sidewalk,” said committee chair 
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Old News

 Resources & Information

A former NYU student was charged with reckless 
endangerment and assault after he allegedly set a 
sleeping classmate’s bedding on fire, sang to her as 
she fought the flames, and then shared footage of the 
prank on Snapchat. But the lawyer for Jamie Castano, 

Fire Horse Kills Spectator
Pulled to His Hauches 

Crushed Italian’s Skull With Forefoot

 A small fire at 162 West Houston Street. in the gro-
cery store kept by Joseph Pialloia attracted a big crowd 
of Iralians who live in the vicinity, one of whom lose 
his life.
 Among the engines that answered the alarm was 
No. 24 from, Sprimg Street, the driver of which is Ed-
ward J Pastine of 403 Canal Street. Pastine was just 
turning on the run from Bedford Street into West Hous-
ton Street, when he saw that he was about to run down 
a man who was watching the other engines which had 
already arrived.
 The driver pulled his horses to the right so sud-
denely that he lifted them up on their hinf fett , and the 
hoof of the near horse struck the imperilled bystander 
on the head, crushing his skull and killing him instant-
ly.
 The body was taken to the Macdougal Street Sta-
tion where it was identified as that of Amelio Conti-
nello, twenty-three of 176 West Houston Street. Pastine 
was not arrested.
           The New York Times, May 31, 1904

Carter Booth. “And I still don’t know why you need to 
serve alcohol. This area has been identified by elected 
officials as being over-saturated.”The committee gave 
advisory support for Ansel’s liquor license, as long as 
the downstairs cafe, including a 26-seat outdoor sec-
tion, closes at 7PM and the front door is never kept 
open after 9PM.                          from DNAinfo

Pedestrians strolling down Hudson Street may no-
tice some unusual dark green police cars in the area. 
Though they’re just a few blocks from the nearby Sixth 
Precinct, these old-fashioned cars don’t belong to the 
NYPD — they’re in the Village while Ed Burns films 
an upcoming TV series called “Public Morals,” which 
he is writing, directing and starring in.   from DNAinfo            
Photo credit: DNAinfo/Danielle Tcholakian

Leslie J. Garfield’s eponymous real estate firm calls it-
self the NYC townhouse experts. But one of the newest 
properties up for grabs is actually the founder’s own: 
a petite 1836-built specimen that’s rather lovely. The 
3,600-square-foot brick building currently divided into 
two apartments, and asking $9,250,000. But it comes 
all set it with permits—already approved by the Land-
marks Preservation Commissions—to enlarge it and 
turn it into a single-family home of 4,779 square feet. 
Garfield and his wife Joanna, who are avid art collec-
tors, live in a condo on the Upper East Side. Garfield 
has owned the West 4th Street house since 1969 as part 
of his personal real estate holdings that are merely for 
investment purposes.

20, has a slightly different view of the ‘prank:’ maybe 
the 19-year-old victim was participating in being set 
on fire, because she was drunk, and we all know how 
drunk people love...being set on fire?
 Attorney Alyssa Gamliel argued in court that the 
victim blacked out the night of the incident and was on 
“a booze binge in the days that followed.” She told the 
judge: “I do not think she knows what happened or her 
participation in this, nor do I think the People will be 
able to prove that she was not sort of participating in 
some of this activity.”  Gamliel added that the victim’s 
torso burns got infected only because she failed to take 
care of the “minor” injury she had, possibly a result of 
her “continued behavior of intoxication.”
 According to investigators, the unnamed stu-
dent fell asleep in one of the beds in Castano’s Lafay-
ette Street dorm room on August 24, 2014 and awoke 
around 6:00AM to discover holes and burn marks to 
the comforter on the bed, burns to her clothing, and 
painful burn marks on her torso. Castano admitted 
to her that he set the comforter on fire, which caused 
scarring to her torso. A video captured on Castano’s 
phone showed her waking up and trying to put out the 
flames while Castano sang to her.  from Gothamist


