Annual Membership is $25; For information,
Please call 212-366-1451
BBCBLOCKASSOCIATION.ORG
NEWS AND VIEWS
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There will be no February meeting. Our next meeting
will be Wednesday, March 2 at the Greenwich House
Music School (46 Barrow Street). Grove Street President and BBC member Eric Weigle will show his documentary
“Greenwich Village: A World
Apart”which is a twenty minute
film that won the first ever Greenwich Village Film Festival. It stars
18 theater legends including Elizabeth Ashley, Eva Marie Saint,
Ben Gazzara, and 15 more who either lived or worked in Greenwich
Village. After the screening, there
will be a conversation with Eric
and Associate Producer Michael
Anastasio.
BBC Membership
BBC President Kathy Donaldson reports that over 140
have already rejoined the Bedford Barrow Commerce
Block Association. Thanks to all who have re-upped.
You will find your new membership card in this mailing. Those of you who have not rejoined will find a return envelope for you to send in your payment. Be sure
to make your checks payable to BBC Membership. You
can also go to www.bbcblockassociation.org and click
on join. Either way, please do remember those trees!
You’ll feel great — guaranteed!
Bill Dunham, long time BBC member, passed away at
his home on January`11. For many years he was the

opening act at the BBC fair. The Grove Street Stompers
also had a long standing gig at Arthur’s Tavern. In addition to his immediate family, he leaves a an extended
family in the building that he owned with his wife
Sonya, on Barrow Street. The BBC will miss this generous, kind, larger than life man.

NABE NOTES
Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St.) presents Stecher and Horowitz Young Artist Series: Hannah
Sun was born in China and raised in Australia and
New York City. As a pianist Hannah Sun is an active
soloist, chamber musician, composer, and published
and performing poet, who is eager to connect with diverse audiences through combined creative forms. She
earned her Master and Bachelor of Music degrees at
The Juilliard School, working with Seymour Lipkin
and Jerome Lowenthal. She was the top prize winner
of the New York Piano
Competition, Long Island Conservatory’s International Music Competition, and 5 Towns
Music and Art Young
Musician Competition.
Hannah has also appeared as a soloist with
the Manhattan Chamber Players, Orchestra
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of Southern Utah and Corda Spirita Chamber Orchestra in Queensland, Australia. Beyond having played in
esteemed venues throughout the world, Hannah’s passion for performance continues to reach churches, senior centers, schools, hospitals, and shelters. Wednesday, February 10, 7:30 pm. Admisson is free.
Sara Davis Buechner Recital and Master Class Join us
on Friday, February 12 as we welcome renowned pianist Sara Davis Buechner back to the Renee Weiler
Concert Hall to kick off the German Diez Recital Series,
founded in honor of Greenwich House Music School’s
late piano chairperson. Ms. Buechner, who maintains
an active repertoire of over 100 piano concertos, will
perform an impressive program featuring selections
from Brahms, Liszt and Busoni. On Saturday, February
13, Sara will also lead a free Master Class from 3:00 5:00 pm for students of GHMS. Call (212) 242-4770 or
email music@greenwichhouse.org for more information. 7:00 p.m. Tickets $15/$10
The Cherry Lane Theatre (38 Commerce St.) 2016 Mentor Project Performances are Feb 24-Mar 5 (The Surgeon and Her Daughters), Mar 23-Apr 2 (The Convent
of Pleasure), Apr 13-23 (Pass Over). Memberships now
on sale: See all 3 plays (special festival pass) for $40.50
(reg. $48) Single tickets $19. Available online: www.
cherrylanetheatre.org or by ovationtix (866) 811-4111.

The South Village was once home to a significant
population of African-Americans, known as “Little
Africa,” along Minetta Street and Minetta Lane, Sullivan, Thompson, Carmine, and Grove Streets, from the
1860s to the turn of the 20th century. Newly emancipated slaves from the South joined an already-established
community of blacks who had become free when New
York State abolished slavery in 1827.
The Chintz Age: Tales of Love and Loss for a New New
York A book talk with author Ed Hamilton: Wednesday,
February 10, 6:30 – 8:00 pm.. Free; reservations required.
212-475-9585 or www.gvshp@gvshp.org. Salmagundi
Club, 47 Fifth Avenue near 12th Street [This venue is
not wheelchair accessible.] From the
East Village to Hell’s
Kitchen, from the
Bowery to Washington
Heights—
Hamilton weaves a
spellbinding web of
urban
mythology.
Punks, hippies, beatniks, squatters, junkies, derelicts, and
Beatniks at the Gaslight. 1958
anarchists, search for
meaning and a place to make their stand in dive bars,
cheap diners, flophouses, and shooting galleries.
Jacob A. Riis: Revealing New York’s Other Half, A private guided tour at the Museum of the City of New
York Wednesday, February 17 2:30 – 3:30 pm. Free for
GVSHP members at the $50 level and up; reservations
required. Meeting location will be provided after registration is confirmed.[This venue is wheelchair accessible.] GVSHP members will enjoy a private, curated
guided tour of this exhibit that focuses on conditions
in the Lower East Side/East Village that were photographed by Jacob Riis.To make a reservation for this
program, call (212)475-9585 x 35.

The Commerce Street bend in 1900.
The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation (GVSHP) announces its February 2016 programs:
Little Africa in the South Village A lecture and slideshow with historian Joyce Gold as part of Celebrating
African-American History Month: Thursday, February 4,
6:30 – 8:00 pm. Free; reservations required Hudson Park
Library, 66 Leroy Street, between Hudson Street and
Seventh Avenue South. (212) 475-9585 or www.gvshp@
gvshp.org [This venue is not wheelchair accessible.]

Secrets of the Underground Railroad/Greenwich Village Connections A Lecture and Book Signing by Don
Papson, remarks by Otis Kidwell Burger Wednesday,
February 24. 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Free; reservations required
212-475-9585or www.gvshp@gvshp.org Jefferson Market Library, Sixth Avenue at West 10th Street. [Wheelchair accessible.] National Anti-Slavery Standard editor
Sydney Howard Gay and his Philadelphia Quaker
bride Elizabeth Neall made do in two small rented
rooms on 12th street in 1845. Ten years later, Gay published the story of an enslaved woman named Harriet
who escaped with her child from Richmond, Virgin-
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ia, to New York City on the
steamer Jamestown. A black
family on Sullivan Street hid
and protected them from the
captain. Between 1855 and
1856, Gay recorded the moving stories of over 200 fugitives. Highlights include his
unexpected transformation
from slavery apologist to
abolitionist, his unlikely alliance with the free black conductor, Louis Napoleon, and
his never before published
Record of Fugitives.

From a pamphlet by the Ford Motor Co. with an article
called Greenwich Village, New York’s Answer to Paris.
Do you recognize the block?

Resources & Information
Carter Burden Gallery presents three new exhibitions:
Recent Work in the east gallery featuring Betty McGeehan, Susan Newmark and Sumayyah Samaha, Paintings in the west gallery featuring Helen Iranyi and On
the Wall featuring Olivia Beens. The exhibition runs
from Feb. 4-Feb 25. Opening reception Thursday, February 4, 2016, 6 - 8 pm. 546 W. 28th Street.

The modern American mayor was born in a blizzard.
In 1888, the Great White Hurricane bore down on the
metropolises of the eastern seaboard, destroying infrastructure and paralyzing commerce. The devastation it
left behind convinced voters that America’s burgeoning cities could function only if local governments assumed a larger, more proactive role.
The Blizzard of 1888 was a cataclysm. It claimed
400 lives, sank 200 ships, and paralyzed cities for days...
In Brooklyn, one snowdrift measured 52 feet tall. Most
residents were caught unprepared...The modern metropolis seemed buffered against the perils of extreme
weather.... Dense, urban neighborhoods might be more
expensive, but supplies and aid were never distant.
When the storm struck, though, the technological
conveniences and amenities of urban life were suddenly exposed as vulnerabilities. In eastern cities, almost
all of the electric lights and most of the gas lamps went
dark. Streetcars ground to a halt. Passengers hurtling
from one city to the next were stranded on the rails,
as trains stalled out in enormous snowdrifts. Poles
snapped under the weight of the snow, weaving spiders’ webs of crackling wires across the streets. With
regular deliveries suspended, housewives husbanded
their coal, mothers ran short of milk, and housebound
residents scraped their larders bare. Funeral homes
could not take bodies out of the city for burial, and so
stacked them in barns and sheds....
Even Frank Leslie’sseemed chastened:
If anything can be done in America, it can be done in New
York; and New York has learned in less than a day, or ought
to have learned, how poor and weak is man when brought
face to face with the forces of Nature....It is well to think
of these things and to abate somewhat of the pert self-satisfaction with which we recount the triumphs and inventions
and wonderful applications of human science. Of what avail
were all these against a fall of snow, the very type of evanescence?
The blizzard’s legacy, though, extended beyond
these physical monuments. It changed the way Americans viewed urban life. Cities had seemed to rise above
nature, but their residents now understood that the
very technologies that shielded them against the ordinary vicissitudes of nature simultaneously heightened
their vulnerability to its extremes. They demanded
more of public utilities, public infrastructure and public servants.
Before 1888, most urban residents were content
to hunker down and endure blizzards. Mayors might
distribute patronage and cut ribbons, but few voters
expected them to do much more. New York’s Mayor
Abram Hewitt rode out the storm in the comfort of his
Lexington Avenue mansion. When he finally issued a
public statement after four days, it was an ineffectual
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call for private property owners to help clear snow
from their gutters.
The storm altered those expectations. Newly aware
of their own vulnerability, city dwellers demanded that
their mayors do more to protect them from nature’s
wrath. And mayors, in turn, have learned that their
most basic responsibility is ensuring that services continue to function, no matter how extreme the weather....
Storms are now the yardsticks by which voters evaluate their mayors, judging their skill at operating the
complicated machinery of municipal administration.
When the flakes start falling, the test begins. And when
it stops, voters emerge to measure the snowfall—and
those charged with cleaning it up.
by Toni Appelbaum
excerpt from The Atlantic, Jan 16, 2015
The Rattlestick Playwright’s Theater (224 Waverly
Place) presents Utility by Emily Schwend and directed by Jay Stull. Amber has two jobs, three kids and a an
8 year old’s birthday party to plan. Her on again, off again
husband is back on again. But as Amber struggles with an
avalanche of set backs, she finds herself a stranger to the person her life is turning into. From Jan. 20 to Feb. 20, Tickets
$18. For more information, go to www.theamoralists.
com or call (212) 627-2556
The fourth annual Philip K. Dick Science FictionFilm Festival was held Jan. 14 –17, at Village East
Cinema (181-189 Second Ave.) In addition to
shorts, the festival included the NYC premieres of
three feature films: The Incident, starring Raúl Méndez, Chatter, a film concerning a Homeland Security agent monitoring a couple’s video chats and
discovering their home is haunted; and Counter
Clockwise, a dark comedy/mystery involving time
travel and familial murder.

On January 23, 1917, 6 artists, including John Sloan,
Marcel Duchamp, and Gertrude Drick, made their
way into the (Washington Square) Arch and threw a
party, but one with a mission. They called themselves
the “Arch Conspirators” and, once atop the Arch, proclaimed their declaration for “The Free and Independent Republic of Washington Square.”
Gertrude Drick...conceived of her plan...when she
noticed a discrete door on the West pier of the Washington Square Arch. And most significantly, the door
was often unattended... Drick, an artist and poet, had
come to Greenwich Village from Texas to study under painter John Sloan. She had gained notoriety in
the Village under the...nickname ‘Woe’, so that when
asked her name she would respond ‘Woe is me.’...
Drick and Sloan recruited their fellow bohemians:
the actors Forrest Mann, Charles Ellis, and Betty Turner, and the artist Marcel Duchamp to join their rebellion....After dark on January 23, 1917, Drick and friends
met on lower Fifth Avenue. With no sign of the meandering police officer, they opened the door, climbed
up the spiral staircase, pushed open the trap door and
emerged on the top of Washington Square Arch. The bohemians came armed with food, liquor, hot water bottles...Chinese lanterns, red balloons, toy pistols and...the
Declaration of Independence of the Greenwich Republic, thought to have been written by Duchamp....The
document contained high usage of the word ‘whereas,’
which was repeated again and again. … Once their declaration was declared the balloons were released into
the night, the cap guns shot off, and more wine was
drunk in celebration. The Free and Independent Republic of Washington Square was born.
Sloan commemorated the event in his now famous etching, Arch Conspirators, depicting all six rebels reveling in their moment on top of the arch while
Fifth Avenue continues to function like normal down
below.

