
celebrate the holiday season. Thanks to all who con-
tributed to make this evening so special: Tom Burrows 
(Santa’s perpetually younger alter ego), MC Kathy 
Donaldson, Diane Wildowsky (Mrs. Claus), Leslie 
Sharpe (Santa’s Elf),  Terri Howell, who dispensed 
libations, Joy Hornung, who flew in on a snowy owl 
from the North Pole to “man” the front door along 
with her helper Alice Elliott, Diane Wildowsky, who 
baked her wondrous cakes and brownies, Anne Ma-
rie Paolucci who manned the dessert table and Andy 
Marber and all the elves who helped Tom Burrows 
trim the tree divinely. Many special thanks to the elves 
that helped set up and clean up after the party-  and 
thanks to those elves who collected raffle prizes: Kathy 
Donaldson and Nora Killoran.  Special, special thanks 
to Lucy Gallagher, who played piano and coordinat-
ed with our own Victoria McMahon and her lovely 
daughter  to conduct the caroling. And thanks to Al 
E. Gator and his Puppet Theater, a BBC tradition that 
brought delight to Villagers of all ages, with high-step-
ping marionettes and puppeteering lessons! See ya 
later (next year!), Al E. Gator!

Heartfelt thanks from Dale Belli, of The Urban Life-
Source Connection, to the many 
BBCers who contributed so many 
useful items to the PWA Holiday 
Project, which works with over 
28 hospitals, hospices, and outpa-
tient programs. Dale & Company 
wrapped and gave out thousands 
of gifts, including the BBC’s do-
nations of clothes, blankets, and 
toiletries. Thank YOU, Dale, for 
all that you do!  And more special thanks to honor-
ary BBCer Lisa Kail, of NYU, who generously donated 
items from NYU for our raffle prizes (everything left 
over was donated by the BBC to Dale Belli’s PWA Holi-
day Project). 

A happy and healthy 2016 
to all our friends and neighbors!

212.366.1451
bbcblockassociation.org

BBC News and Views
January 2016

There is NO January Meeting! 

Re-up Your BBC Membership! 
See the convenient enclosed envelope 

and be the first to renew.

And Become a BBC Tree Hugger!!
Our 120 street trees give our neighborhood its special 
country village feel. Yet our trees as well as the main-
tenance of our tree-pits, require an enormous financial 
commitment. In 2015, the BBC 
funded pruning and spraying our 
trees, fall and spring plantings (in-
cluding paying our crack profes-
sional gardener, Tyler Redmond, 
who plants, cleans and maintains 
our tree-pits), tree guards and fi-
nally graffiti removal and painting 
(see membership flyer for details). 
When you renew your member-
ship, please consider becoming 
a BBC Tree Hugger and making 
a donation for the care and maintenance of our trees 
and tree-pits. You will receive your reward many times 
over on summer days by the shade and cooling breezes 
afforded by our trees, and beautiful flowers  cheerfully 
blooming in our tree-pits. 

Holiday Party 2015
The 2015 BBC Holiday Party was a smash hit. Nearly 
90 Villagers (including 24 children) joined together to 
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Finally, thanks to the many local merchants and eater-
ies that generously donated raffle prizes. A complete 
listing of these good neighbors is found below. We rec-
ommend them to BBC members and strongly encour-
age their patronage: Big Gay Ice Cream (61 Grove St.); 
Bob White Counter (57 Seventh Ave. So.); Caliente 
Cab Co. (61 Seventh Ave. So.); Century Copy (511 
Ave. of Americas); Cherry Lane Theater (38 Commerce 
St.);   D’Agostino Supermarkets;  Gaetano’s Cucina 
Italiana (143 Christopher St.);  Greenwich House Music 
School (46 Barrow St.); Greenwich Locksmiths (56 Sev-
enth Ave. So.); Housing Works (245 W. 10th St.); Milk 
and Cookies (19 Commerce St.); New York University 
Bookstore; Oscar’s Place (466 Hudson St.); Romp Fam-
ily Christmas Trees on Jane Street; Sea Grape Wine 
Shop (512 Hudson St.); Seagull Haircutters (240 W. 
10th St.); St. Luke’s Thrift Shop (487 Hudson St.);  The 
Doughnut Project (10 Morton St.); West Village Cho-
rale (239 Thompson St.)

Fair Update — From Stacey Miller our crafts coordi-
nator.The BBC Fine Arts and Fine Craft Show is May 
21. We have already received quite a few applications 
and we have only been open since the first of January. 
If any of you want to be in the show, please apply, and 
if you have friends or family who are artists, please in-
vite them to our show as well. The application is on en-
trythingy.com. You can contact me at staceybbc@gmail.
com, if you need more info. We are looking forward to 
a fun and prosperous show. Hope to see you all there.

Nab Notes
Greenwich House Music School Saturday, January 23, 
8:00 PM – All-star New York quartet! Jesse Stacken Quar-
tet, Jesse Stacken, piano; Tony Malaby, saxophones; 
Sean Conly, double-bass; Tom Rainey, drums. Pia-
nist-composer Jesse Stacken will perform with the all-
star quartet that recorded his most recent album, Hel-
leborus. Reviewing the record, The New York Times 
called Stacken’s music “scintillating” and “beautiful,” 
the band playing with “gusto.” Tickets: $15 ($12 for 
students and seniors)

Greenwich House Pottery 16 Jones Street: LEE 
SOMERS  Scapes January 16 – February 13, 2016  Art-
ist Reception: Friday, January 16, 6-8PM. New York, 
NY - The Jane Hartsook Gallery is pleased to present 
the New York City Solo Exhibition debut of Alabama-
based artist Lee Somers. Lee constructs multilayered 
assemblages – mosaics of miscellaneous resplendent 
ceramic shards that reference, among others, early Chi-
nese landscape paintings. Lee’s ceramic paintings are 
narratives that “compress geologic time” collapsing 
the entirety of human civilization into a moment.

Cherry Lane Theater 
Save the date! Cherry Lane Theatre (36 Commerce 
St.) announces a special 
performance of CO-
LIN QUINN: THE NEW 
YORK STORY with re-
ception to benefit Cherry 
Lane. Tuesday, Jan 26. 
More details will be an-
nounced in January. Visit 
cherrylanetheatre.org.

Big Apple Beautifiers
Sunday, January 17, 9am-11:45am. Meet at “Hakata 
Tonton” 61 Grove Street-“Polish the Big Apple Cre-
ate a Happy Heart” Purpose: Street cleanup to create 
a totally new, safe environment in your neighborhood. 
It’s pick up and sweep, and remove sticky gum from 
the ground. Create a possibility of building a prototype 
of zero-garbage-emission society by practicing 4Rs 
(Re¬fuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) Light lunch will be 
pro¬vided for the volunteers.

More Oral Histories – Lorcan Otway, Prohibition, 
and Theater 80  GVSHP has just added an exciting new 
oral history to their ever-expanding collection.  Lorcan 

Otway, the owner of 
the Off Broadway The-
ater 80, located at 80 St. 
Mark’s Place, speaks 
about the theater’s his-
tory, as well as the cul-
tural history of the East 
Village. He recounts 
stories of the former 
repertory movie house 
and theatre’s past as a 
speakeasy during Pro-
hibition, at which time 
it was owned by a Ba-

varian gangster and friend to Al Capone. Otway de-
scribes the off-Broadway and off-off-Broadway theater 
scene in Village during the 1960s, and muses on the 
history of organized crime in the Village.  
 This is the latest addition to GVSHP’s oral history 
collection, which includes our Preservation Pioneers, 
South Village, Westbeth, and East Village collections.  
These collections include interviews with cultural lu-
minaries and neighborhood trailblazers from Jane Ja-
cobs to Merce Cunningham, Matt Umanov to Jonas 
Mekas, Frances Goldin to Maria Kenny, Richard 
Meier to Margot Gayle. 


