
members of the community board (including Chair 
of the Traffic and Transportation Committee Shirley 
Secunda), and representative from Congressmember 
Jerrold Nadler were in attendance. After participating 
in this heartwarming event, many neighbors gathered 
together at the cocktail party hosted by the BBC at the 
Music School. The BBC is extremely proud of this co-
naming. This was the only such occasion championed 
by Community Board 2 this year.  Thanks to all who 
made this day possible.

2015 BBC Holiday Party 
This year’s BBC Holiday Party —it’s never too early to 
mark your calendars to make sure you’re in town for 
the best holiday party 
for kids and grown-ups, 
not just in the Village, 
but in all of New York 
City!—is Saturday, De-
cember 5 at Greenwich 
House Music School 
(46 Barrow St.) 6:00-
9:00pm. Adults $15 and 
Children (under 12) $5. 
Mark your calendars!

 
Annual Membership is still (only) $25; 

For information,
Please call 212.366.1451.
bbcblockassociation.org

BBC NEWS AND VIEWS 
November 2015

Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, Novem-
ber 11 at 7:00pm at the Greenwich House Music School 
(46 Barrow Street).  Come to our first BBC Literary Soi-
ree featuring our talented very own BBC poets, novel-
ists, playwrights and nonfiction writers. Please bring 
a neighbor or two to this special event. Refreshments 
will be served at 6:30pm.

The corner of Bedford and Grove Streets were co-
named Bedford Street Larry Selman Way on October 
6. Celebrating neighbors spilled into the streets to hear 
Assemblymember Deborah Glick, BBC President 
Kathy Donald-
son, filmmaker 
Alice Elliott and 
Larry’s friend 
and travel com-
panion Sally 
Dill tell their 
personal sto-
ries about Larry. 
Our master of 
ceremony was 
Councilmember 
Corey Johnson, 
whose office 
was responsible 
for nominating 
the street co-
signing.  Several 
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BBC Fall Planting 
Our fall planting will be held Saturday, November 14. 
Meet at 10:00am on Commerce Street, at the driveway 
to the 81 Bedford Street garage. We have lots of bulbs—
yellow daffodils and colored tulips—to plant. Our gar-
dener Tyler Redmond will have prepared the soil so 
all you have to do is plant. Be sure to bring your own 
gardening tools (a spoon and fork will work too!), and 
bring a friend as well!

During this summer and fall the BBC has spent more 
than $4000 to repair and paint tree guards and lamp-
posts and to expunge graffiti. Tyler, our gardener, has 
surveyed our trees; all concerns, including a dead tree 
and dead branches on many trees, have been reported 
to the NYC Parks Department.  We have been assured 
that each tree problem will be addressed and, depend-
ing on the severity of the problem, some more quickly 
than others.

Visiting Neighbors needs volunteers to shop and 
escort seniors to doctors’ appointments and to run er-
rands, to provide moral support and companionship 
and to provide an arm for seniors to hold.  They also 
need volunteers for paying friendly visits. Volunteers 
spend 2 hours a week with a senior to share memo-
ries, common interests, hobbies,  to talk about current 
events, listens to music and attend social/cultural 
events, movies. For more information, contact Howie 
Square at 212-260-6200.

NABE NOTES
Washington Square Music Festival; free holiday con-
cert, Friday, November 20, 8:00pm 
at St. Joseph’s Church in the Vil-
lage, 371 Sixth Avenue at Wash-
ington Place. The Festival Orches-
tra Lutz Rath, conductor, featuring 
Ernest Bloch: Concerto #1 for 
string piano and Richard Strauss: 
Metramorphosen for 23 strings

Cherry Lane Theatre: Ingmar Bergman’s Nora direct-
ed by Austin Pendleton from November 14 - Decem-
ber 12. Tickets $46 
purchase at www.
cherrylanetheatre.
org or ovationtix 
800-811-4111
Greenwich House 
Music School (46 
Barrow St.) The 
Young Artist Se-

ries, presented under the auspices of the Stecher and 
Horowitz Foundation, features prize winners and fi-
nalists of the biennial New York International Piano 
Competition at venues in New York, Connecticut and 
Washington, D.C.  A roster of talented, emerging art-
ists offer eclectic programs of classical piano music, in-
cluding repertoire from the 17th century to the present. 
 Greenwich House Music School is pleased to host 
three programs in the 2015-16 season. Each recital is free 
and open to the public, held on Wednesday evenings 
at 7:30pm in the Renee Weiler Concert Hall. Unique to 
this series, we invite 
students at the Music 
School to attend a Q&A 
with the featured artist 
beginning at 7:00pm. 
The first concert will be 
on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 2, 2015 at 7:30pm. 
featuring Mackenzie 
Melemed. He was 
born on February 27, 
1995 in Newton, Mas-
sachusetts. Since 2000, he has performed more than 
600 concerts for audiences around the world.  
 He began to play the piano was at the age of four 
and quickly developed a passion for music. While per-
forming local concerts for senior citizens, charitable 
organizations and at local schools, he encouraged stu-
dents to share their talents within their communities. 
In 2003 at the age of eight, he portrayed the young 
Mozart in the Discovery Channel series “Medical Mys-
tery.” In 2004 he was asked to perform for President 
George Bush at a fundraiser in Boston which led to his 
being invited to play during the Christmas holidays 
for five consecutive years at the White House. In the 
summer of 2004 Mackenzie made sixty appearances 
at the Tropicana Resort in Atlantic City in the show 
“Prodigy.” 

The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Pres-
ervation (GVSHP) announces its November 2015 
programs:  Oral Histories of Extraordinary East Vil-
lagers: Monday, November 2,  6:30 – 8:00pm.  Free; res-
ervations required 638 East 6th Street between Avenue 
B and Avenue C. [This venue is wheelchair accessible.] 
Karen Loew, GVSHP Director of East Village and Spe-
cial Projects, and Liza Zapol, documentarian and oral 
historian, will discuss the importance of oral histories, 
and the process of interviewing, recording and tran-
scribing them. Profiles from our growing collection 
will be shared in this mixed-media program. www.
gvshp.org
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Eric Andersen Concert: Eric Andersen in Concert at 
the City Museum With Special Guests The Chapin 
Sisters Co-Sponsored by GVSHP:  Friday, November 
6, 2015 7:00 P.M. Tickets $35; Museum of the City of 
New York (1220 Fifth Avenue between 103rd and 104th 

Streets [This venue is wheelchair accessible.] Eric An-
dersen, the finest singer/songwriter of romantic songs 

to emerge from the Green-
wich Village folk scene of 
the 1960s, distinguished 
himself with chestnuts 
such as “Violets of Dawn” 
and “Come to My Bed-
side” and the civil rights 
song “Thirsty Boots.” 
Rolling Stone called Eric, 
“the most elegant of sing-
ers,” while Bob Dylan 
observed, “Eric is a great 
ballad singer and writer.” 
An award-winning and 

prolific songwriter, Andersen has released 30 albums. 
www.gvshp.org

Books About Greenwich Village Make Great Holiday 
Gifts A Book Fair with authors and their books about 
the Village: Tuesday, November 17, 6:30 – 8:00pmFree; 
reservations required  Hudson Park Library, 66 Leroy 
Street, between Seventh Avenue South and Hudson 
Street[Sorry, this venue is not wheelchair accessible.] 
www.gvshp.org.

The New Ohio Theatre A visit to the New Ohio The-
atre in the historic Archives Building Monday, Novem-
ber 23, 6:30 – 8:00pm. (This venue is wheelchair acces-
sible.) Artistic Director Robert Lyons will give a brief 
history of the New (and old) Ohio Theatre. Producing 
Director Marc Stuart Weitz will give a short history of 
the Archives Building. www.gvshp.org   
       
Gotham Center for New York City History: All events 
are free and open to the public. Seating, however, is 
“first come, first served.”All events take place at The 
Graduate Center, City University of New York, 365 
Fifth Avenue, between 34th and 35th Streets. For more 
information, call 212-817-8471.

Changing Face of Harlem: A Film Screening Tuesday, 
November 10, 6:30-8:00pm. Martin E. Segal Theater
Twenty years ago, the press described Harlem as a 
crime-ridden ghetto, full of hoodlums and drugs; tour-
ist maps ended at 96th street. Locals weathered the 
storm, despite a lack of services, common building 
abandonment and bank rules, preventing most from 

purchasing their own homes into the 1980’s. In recent 
years, however, developers have begun marketing 
Harlem as the ideal investment. With this new influx 
of money has come a young-
er, more professional class of 
residents. Award-winning 
filmmaker Shawn Batey 
examines these changes in 
a one-hour documentary-
  – shot over a period of ten 
years – and told through the 
deeply personal stories of 
long-time residents, small 
business-owners, politicians, real estate developers, 
and clergy.

What We Bring:  Talks and Performances Marking 
the 50th Anniversary of the Hart-Cellar Immigration 
Reform Act: Tuesday, November 24, 6:30-8:00pm. 
Elebash Recital Hall.  Hart-Cellar, signed into law by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1965, fundamental-
ly changed the demographics of our nation. Still the 
foundation of immigration law today, the legislation 
brought in tens of millions of people from Asia, Latin 
America, Africa, and the Caribbean, phasing out the 
1920s quota system, which had sealed the borders to 
everyone but northern Europeans. This program looks 
at the contributions of the “new” immigrants, and how 
they might illuminate the current discussion of immi-
gration reform. The panel will include short talks by 
Madhulika Khandelwal (Queens College), Nancy 
Foner (The Graduate Center), and Jack Tchen (NYU), 
with performances by Colombian vocalist and cuatro 
player Johanna Castañeda and harpist Vidal Garzón; 
Gambian kora player and jail (praise singer) Alhaji 
Papa Susso; and members of the Central Asian group 
Ensemble Shashmaqam.

Neighborhood Notes & Notables
As reported in The Villager, “the music scene in Wash-
ington Square Park lost a much-loved voice on October 
10 when Joe Budnick, who for 45 years led impromptu 
groups of singers and guitarists drawn to the park by 
his warmth and enthusiasm, died at the age of 68”.
  For the past two decades, Joe (Ernest Joseph Bud-
nick) ran UMO.com, “The Official Site for Acoustic 
Music and Singing in Greenwich Village, USA since 
1995.” He ran the site (UMO stands for Underground 
Music Online) while conducting open-mic sessions on 
Sundays during the winter at Bagott Inn, a Village ven-
ue that closed a few years ago, and later at Limerick 
House, a club in Chelsea that also closed  
  From April to November, Joe and his friends played 
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 Resources & Information

Do you have questions or suggestions for City agen-
cies? Would you like to know what resources are 
available to you and your neighbors?Please join 
Councilmember Corey Johnson on Wednesday, No-
vember 18 for a District 3 Town Hall and Resource Fair.  
Representatives from a wide range of City agencies 
will be present. Before the Town Hall, a resource fair 
will provide information about available government 
and non-profit resources. Flu shots will be offered on 
site by Duane Reade/Walgreens.*
When: Wednesday, November 18
5:30pm – Community Resource Fair
7:00pm – Town Hall
Where: The LGBT Community Center
208 West 13th Street – 3rd Floor
(between 7th and 8th Avenues)
Kindly RSVP at www.coreyjohnson.nyc/events or by 
contacting district3@council.nyc.gov or (212) 564-7757.

The Rattlestick Playhouse presents The Bachelors, a 
new play by Caroline V. McGraw, Directed by Por-
tia Krieger, featuring Blake DeLong*, Quincy Dunn-
Baker*, and Babak Tafti*. November 5 - 29, 2015. 

Rattlestick Playwrights Theater
 224 Waverly Place, NYC, 10014

Inside a house, a house in a series of houses on a fra-
ternity row, a house in which DVDs serve as coasters 
and drool stains the sofa, live three roommates far past 
their college days. A thousand girlfriends come and 
gone, a thousand drinks downed, a thousand parties 
crashed-every night the same, until now. There’s a par-
ty tonight, but it is not the blaring music that makes 
sleep impossible. Tonight, these bachelors will under-
stand what their choices have really gotten them.
USE DISCOUNT CODE EARLYBIRD15 for discounted 
tickets to the first weekend of performances!
lesseramerica.com/box-office

Banana curry, halva, prosciutto—today’s doughnuts 

and sang in the park, welcoming newcomers who of-
ten became regulars. It was strictly acoustic; Joe was a 
stickler for the park ban on amplified music and boom 
boxes. He didn’t like loud drumming, either. The em-
phasis was on “free.” Joe never solicited donations, but 
he vigorously solicited people to play and sing.
 Joe had worked as a tech employee of Salomon Broth-
ers, the Wall St. firm.  He had had a heart condition 
from his childhood.  A memorial service is planned. 
date and time to be announced.

aren’t resting on their glazed laurels alone. The new-
est of NYC’s outside-the-box doughnut shops has 
been stealthily slinging their yeasty wares in the West 
Village’s Morton Street for several weeks. Proprietors 
Troy Neal and Leslie Polizzotto met more or less by 
chance after Polizzotto and her husband became reg-
ulars at the bar Neal tended at Eataly. Now, the duo 
have introduced their collaboration to the city and are 
hoping that some interesting flavors, a unique DIY 
doughnut option and some quirky designs will help 
them stand out.
  Core doughnuts like the electric pink “These Beets 
Are Dope” (Beet-Ricotta) and the more understated 
“Bronx” (Olive Oil-Black Pepper) will be available dai-
ly, with seasonal specials—currently “Pumpkin King” 
(Cinnamon-Pepitas)—rotating with what’s fresh. Sig-
nature doughnuts go for $3.75 a pop with bacon and 
pancetta-topped ditties at $4.25.  10 Morton Street, 212-
691-5000; website. Open weekdays 8 a.m. and 9 a.m. 
weekends with flexibly closing hours until they get 
things settled in so call to confirm before heading over
              from The Gothamist

The long saga of Pier 40 may finally be getting a 
resolution. The New York Times reports that city 
officials and developers will announce a plan to sell off 
air rights that would allow for the development of St. 
John’s Terminal building, which occupies a three-block 
stretch between Charlton and Clarkson Streets. The 
funds from that sale would then be poured back into 
Pier 40, which has been in need of repairs for years—
more than half of its support structure is crumbling, 
according to a recent report.
 This air rights deal has been an option for some time 
now, with city officials and developer Atlas Capital 
Group (a part-owner of St. John’s Terminal) working 
to make it a reality for several years. Last year, a deal 
was nearly made, with the Hudson River Park Trust 
and other officials signing a memorandum of under-
standing (MOU) regarding the air rights; but that ulti-
mately fell apart, due in part to the fact that it would 
not have required a ULURP for community input.
 The new proposal, however, will be subject to 
ULURP; it also includes a more concrete plans for the 
St. John’s Terminal building, which would be turned 
into a mixed-use development. According to the 
Times, the proposal calls for five buildings to rise on 
the site, with a total of 1.7 million square feet of space; 
of that, 1.3 million will be allocated for more than 1,500 
apartments, including affordable and senior housing.   
  It should be noted that GVSHP objects to the deal as 
presented and more information is available on their 
website.
               from Curbed


