BBC News and Views
May 2017
There is no May BBC Meeting.
Our next meeting will be Monday, June 5.
Constant construction on our streets during these past
months has caused real damage to our trees. We are
working with the Parks Department and our neighbors to address these issues. We are also calendared to
get five new trees in early May.
From BBCer Anne Marie Paolucci: Join Chemo
Comfort and participating bakeries in Confections for
Comfort, a weeklong celebration of cancer survivorship. Beginning June 4, National Cancer Survivor
Day, and running through June 11, local bakeries will
feature sweet treats to benefit Chemo Comfort. Your
participation will help provide Chemo Comfort Kits
to ease treatment side effects for chemotherapy patients. Neighborhood
favorite Milk & Cookies is participating for a second year! We hope for
additional sweet treat vendors in the
BBC area. If you have pull with any
of them, let us know and/or encourage them to participate (we have reached out to many)!
We can be reached at events@chemocomfort.org or call
us at 212.675.3744.
Greetings, fellow volunteers! Big Apple Beautifiers
next meeting is May 21 from 9:00AM at Hakata Tonton
Through this cleaning activity, you can:
1. Raise your awareness of the environment by practicing 4 Rs (Refuse, Reduce, Reuse, Recycle) so that you
can be a Green Consumer!
2. Learn a Japanese traditional value that may change
your life.
3. Achieve serenity and contribute to reducing crime.
All of this is done in the spirit of collaboration and
community building.

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation —
The Spring House Tour Benefit raises funds to support
GVSHP’s work to educate and advocate for the distinctive character and irreplaceable architecture of our
neighborhood.
This self-guided tour of the interiors of remarkable
Village homes and sites promises
hidden gardens, unparalleled art,
and historic charm.: May 7, 2017
Tour takes place rain or shine.
Tour hours: 1:00-5:30PM. Explore
at your own pace. Reception 5:307:30PM. Tickets for tour and reception are limited. If available,
same-day tickets purchased will
be priced higher. Tickets may not
be refunded or exchanged. This
tour is not wheelchair accessible.
www.gvshp.org
Each June GVSHP holds its Annual Meeting and
Village Awards presentation. The Annual Village
Awards recognize those people, places and organizations that make a significant contribution to the quality of life in Greenwich Village, the East Village, and
NoHo. The 2017 Annual Meeting and Village Awards
will be held on Tuesday, June 6 at the New School.
The Gotham Center for New York History, NYC’s Fiscal Crisis and the Rise of Austerity Politics. Monday, May 8, 6:30-8:00PM, Skylight Room (9th Fl.). Kimberly
Phillips-Fein (NYU) speaks
about her new book, Fear City,
which challenges the orthodox
view of the 1975-76 fiscal crisis
as the result of wasteful, profligate spending under Mayor
Lindsay, and the moment when
labor, business, citizens, and financial interests joined in com-
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mon sacrifice to keep New York City alive. The Graduate Center’s Joshua B. Freeman and Frances Fox Piven
reflect on what drove the crisis, and how its resolution
permanently changed life and politics in the city. Cosponsored by The Museum of the City of New York
and The Queens Museum. Our events are free and
open to the public. No RSVP’s are required. They take
place at CUNY’s Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Ave., between 34th and 35th St. Questions: gotham@gc.cuny.edu
The Jefferson Market Garden announces Magical
Garden of Music and Flowers for Families. Saturday,
June 11 11:00AM-2:00PM, Free. Tickets required www.
jeffersonmarketgarden.org.
GREETERS WANTED! If you can volunteer for
one (2) two-hour shift per
week to welcome visitors
in the Garden, please send
your e-mail address and
best number to reach you
to our volunteer coordinator, Mary Alice Kellogg
makellogg@aol.com.
Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow Street)
Sound It Out Series, Saturday, May 6, 8:00PM. – Rising-star double-bill!
Harris Eisenstadt’s Recent Developments, Harris Eisenstadt, drums/compositions; Nate Wooley,
trumpet; Jeb Bishop, trombone; Rubin Kodheli, cello;
Anna Webber, flute; Sara Schoenbeck, bassoon; Joe
Daley, tuba; Patricia Brennan, vibraphone; Eivind
Opsvik, double-bass. Harris Eisenstadt has led multiple bands in the Sound It Out series. He returns with
his latest, aptly dubbed Recent Developments. The
New York Times described his new project this way “
‘Recent Developments’ sounds like language from a
research study, but it’s also the new body of work by
Mr. Eisenstadt, a freethinking yet methodical drummer and composer.”Tickets: $15 ($12 for students and
seniors)
Saturday, May 20, 7:30PM. – Double album release
show! André Matos + David Ambrose/Russ Meissner
Sextet, André Matos, guitar solo, David Ambrose,
double-bass; Russ Meissner, drums; Loren Stillman,
alto saxophone; Ellery Eskelin, tenor saxophone; Nate
Radley, guitar; Leonard Thompson, piano. Portuguese
guitarist André Matos will open this double-bill on his
own, performing pieces from Múquina, his beautiful
new solo album on Robalo Music. About Matos, Lucid
Culture has said “It’s hard to think of a guitarist in any
style, especially jazz, who makes more masterful use of
space than Matos, his melodies minimalistic yet rich.”
In the second half, the David Ambrosio/Russ Meissner
Sextet will play music from t, the band’s compelling

new Steeplechase album.
All About Jazz, reviewing
Moments in Time, says it’s
“a finely textured album
where the musical voices
complement each other
perfectly… rich in melodic hooks.”Tickets: $18
($15 for students and seniors)
Cherry Lane Theatre. Celebrating 100 years of Horton
Foote Cherry Lane Theatre’s Founder’s Project in a coproduction with La Femme Theatre Productions presents Horton Foote’s The Traveling Lady. Directed by
Austin Pendleton, featuring Larry Bull, Lynn Cohen,
Angelina Fiordellisi, Jean Lichty, Gorge Morfogen,
Ron Piretti, PJ Sosko, Jill Tanner and Tony Award
winner Karen Ziemba June 7- July 16 on the Cherry
Lane Mainstage
Written by the beloved playwright and master
storyteller Horton Foote, The Traveling Lady is the unforgettable tale of an intrepid woman who journeys
to a small town in Texas to reunite with her husband
upon his release from prison. A
poignant story of loss and redemption, The Traveling Lady
is a searching look into America’s heart and soul. Tickets are
$65 (regular price), $95 (premium), plus a $2 facility fee
Tickets are available by phone:
212.352.3101 or 866.811.4111
online:
www.cherrylanetheatre.org/onstage/travelinglady in person: at Cherry Lane
Theatre box office, 38 Commerce Street, Wednesday to
Saturday beginning at 4:00PM.
Tuesday June 13, 7:00PM Special Benefit Performance of The Traveling Lady, $300 ($225 tax-deductible)
premium performance seating, souvenir signed poster,
dinner and cocktail reception with the artists following the performance, opportunity to participate in our
raffle of high-end services and luxury items, $225 ($150
tax-deductible)
prime performance seating, dinner and cocktail
reception with the artists following the performance,
opportunity to participate in our raffle of high-end services and luxury items,$150 ($100 tax-deductible)
performance seating, opportunity to participate
in our raffle of high-end services and luxury items,
festive attire- to purchase tickets or make a donation
www.CherryLaneTheatre.org/support or 212.989.2020
x25 All proceeds go to support Cherry Lane Theatre’s
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mission: To cultivate an urban artist colony, honor our
groundbreaking history and engage audiences as partners in creating theater that illuminates contemporary
issues, and at its best, transforms the spirit

by Travel + Leisure magazine), architectural historian
Francis Morrone leads us along Riverside Drive andup several side streets to West End Avenue, including two of the city’s most notable statues of historical
women by women artists. Along the way: many surHistoric District Council Event: Ace Hotel and Madi- prises, and buildings by great architects such as Clarson Square North Park, Friday, May 5, 2:20PM, Historic ence True, Harde & Short, and Gaetan Ajello. Tickets
District, and
$15 members, $20 non- members register at Landmark
West website.
tour Madison Square
Park.
You
will
learn
how the park
affected development
around Madison Square
n 1888 John F. Asmussen lived at 355 Bleecker Street.
and how the
A respected member of the Greenwich Village comhotel is a
munity, he served as Sexton in the nearby St. John’s
part of that
Church on Christopher Street. Within the year he
history. The Ace hotel Attendees of this unique tour would embark on a real estate project that involved dewill view the Ace Hotel located in the Madison Square molishing the old house at 56 Barrow Street.
North has embraced its historic roots by creatively
The block was lined with quaint brick homes of the
decorating its interior with contemporary pieces that 1830s along with Victorian structures. 56 Barrow Street
reflect the neighborhoods past. The tour begins in the had become a rooming house by 1855 when carpenter
lobby of the Ace hotel, where a staff member will guide Harvey Depew and Charles Miller, who made his livus around the the original mosaic floor and stained ing as a hatter, lived here. Both men volunteered as
glass windows. The tour continues through Madison members of the Howard Engine Company No. 34 at
Square Park. The land around Madison Sq. Park was Christopher and Hudson Streets. Resident W. Johnson
designated a public space in the first city charter of received what was possibly unsettling news on March
1686; in the ensuing centuries the land would be used 17, 1865 when his name was pulled in the draft lottery
as farmland, military training and finally a park. Come to serve in the Civil War.
learn the storied history of the park and the neighborNow, in 1889, the house was pulled down to be rehood on this special Six to Celebrate tour. Tickets $15 placed by John F. Asmussen’s new livery stable and
register at historic district council website.
carriage house. Designed by the architectural firm of
Jordan & Giller, the brick-faced structure quietly meldth
Landmark West!Tuesday, May 16 6:15-7:30PM, 79 ed into the streetscape with little ornamentation other
Street Boat Basin and
than the fine dentil-molded brick cornice.
Riverside Park WalkAsmussen garnered extra income from running a
ing Tour. Leslie Day
livery stable from his new structure; but it also housed
is a New York City
his own horses and vehicles. He owned at least one
naturalist and author
wagon which he was driving on July 6, 1901 along
who raised her famCentral Park West near 68th Street. When a streetcar
ily aboard a houseoperated by the Metropolitan Street Railway Company
boat docked at the
collided with Asmussen’s horse-drawn wagon, a near
79th Street Boat Basin.
tragedy occurred.
Who better to lead
He was thrown out of the smashed wagon, resultthis botanical history
ing in both arms being broken. He marched into the
walk, a flora and faulaw office of William C. Timm and filed suit against the
na-focused exploration of the lush Riverside Park and streetcar company, asserting that along with his broken
Boat Basin environs? Tickets $15 members, $20 non- arms he “was bruised and wounded in various parts of
members register at Landmark West website.
his body, and was, and still is, suffering great pain, and
Tuesday, May 23 6:15-7:30PM A perennial favorite was, and still is, prevented from going on with to his
(and named one of the 13 best tour guides in the world business, and is, as he believes, permanently injured so

41111111111115

Old News

41111111111115

I

— Page 4 —
that he will never be as strong or able to carry on said
business as efficiently as before.”
Asmussen’s lawyer detailed his injuries in the complaint papers: left arm broken in three places; right
arm broken in one place, left side of head bruised and
contused; one rib bent and chest contused; both legs
bruised; both big toes bruised, right eye blackened.” In
addition to his “great pain and suffering” Asmussen
had to pay $60 to repair his wagon, including repainting it—a not-insignificant $1,500 today. Both William
C. Timm and his client felt that $30,060 dollars would
be sufficient to settle the case. The Metropolitan Street
Railway Company disagreed. After a lengthy court
battle, the jury awarded John Asmussen $5,431.50; or
about $150,000 in today’s dollars.
Intrigue visited 56 Barrow Street in 1919 when Mrs.
Florence Chris was living upstairs. Every morning
around 11:00 she would sit in the window with her invalid son. Across the street, at 80 Bedford was a vacant
saloon in a building owned by 71-year old Charles A.
Knapp. The old man, who lived in Montclair, New
Jersey, was a retired insurance man. Called by The
Sun a “little old fashioned realty owner,” he was wellknown for wearing a modest ruby stick pin with two
pearls in his tie.
Since John Lawrence had closed his barroom, Knapp
had visited what The Sun called a “gloomy structure”
to feed the two cats Lawrence had left behind and to
arrange for dismantling the saloon. Mrs. Chris later
told detectives that “I have noticed Mr. Knapp going
to the place almost every day.”
And so it was on Wednesday January 8, 1919. An
auction of the saloon fixtures had been held a few days
before. Knapp was in the process of having them removed and repairs done. That morning, as Mrs. Chris
and her son watched, Charles Knapp unlocked the side
door and entered with a man wearing a blue workman’s jumper. The mysterious man, she said “held a
small paper parcel for Mr. Knapp while the old gentleman was unlocking the padlock. They entered and
I did not see either of them come out, although I remained at the window until shortly before 12 o’clock.”
An hour later a glazier arrived for a 1:00 appointment with Knapp. The side door was unlocked. Inside
he found the old man dead. The murderer had shot
him in the back of the head and cut his tie below the
knot, making off with his stick pin. Police wondered if
the murder could be the result of a disgruntled tenant
evicted from one of the Knapp buildings, since $60 in
cash and a check for $116 was left on the body. They
ruled out the local gang members.
56 Barrow Street and Florence Chris received much
attention and press coverage. As the excitement
prompted by the murder abated, the little brick build-

ing remained out of the spotlight for years. When
Thomas M. Bevans purchased up six buildings on the
corner of Bedford and Barrow, including 56, residents
wondered about the fate of the structure. By the 1970s
it was a gritty, neglected building where tenants upstairs coped with falling plaster and vermin.
On August 8, 1973 a 28-year old advertising copyrighter for Macy’s Department Store headed home to
her Hudson Street apartment building for lunch. As
she reached the street door, Roberta Herbert was attacked by Hosie S. Turner, a 39-year old heroin addict.
As he plunged a knife into the woman, she screamed
“Somebody help me!” Construction workers who
heard the cries pursued the fleeing felon.
Police took up the chase as Turner disappeared. Before long he was discovered by Police Officer William
Whitaker hiding behind the boiler in the basement of
56. In his pocket was the $7 he had stolen from the
young woman he had left dead on the sidewalk.
In 2005 Margaret Streicker Porres owned 56 Barrow
Street. She sought a demolition permit for 56 Barrow
in 2005. The permit never came to be and on April
17, 2007, writing for The Times, James Barron disclosed
some of the tenants’ frustrations. “Their long list of
complaints includes hallways that were without lights
for several weeks last summer, fireplaces that can no
longer be used and apartments where mice are regular
visitors.”
The turn-around came in 2009 when the building
was renovated into three spacious apartments. The
former carriage bay is now the main entrance and
while the alterations to the street-level openings are
noticeable; they are handsomely done. James Asmussen’s livery stable survives as a charming relic on a
quaint Greenwich Village street.
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