
and holiday spirit! 

BBC Fall Planting 
Our fall planting is Saturday, November 10. Meet at 10:00 
AM on Commerce Street at the driveway to the 81 Bedford 
Street garage. We have lots of bulbs — yellow daffodils and 
colored tulips — to plant. Our gardener, Tyler Redmond, 
will have prepared the soil so all you have to do is plant. Be 
sure to bring your own gardening tools, especially gloves, 
and bring a friend as well.
 
Boat Trip
This year the BBC was joined by Morton Street, Christopher 
Street Block & Merchants, Far West 10th Street and Diane 
Wildowsky of Sothebys International Reality in co-sponsor-
ing a delightful voyage on the Hudson River past the Stat-
ue of Liberty. The weather was perfect and neighbors and 
friends simply enjoyed themselves. This annual trip started 
in 2000 and it’s always a great introduction to the fall. 

In and Around the Neighborhood
The Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St.) presents 
Clarinetist Medina “unCaged: But What About the Noise of 
Crumpling Paper?” in the Renee Weiler Concert Hall on 
Thursday, November 1, at 8:00 pm. Admission: $15 general; 
$10 seniors & students; no advance reservations; payment at 
the door. For more information, call 212.242.4770; or go to 
the GHMS website, www.gharts.org.

Also, November 29, presents pianists Jenny Lin and Lois 
Svard “For Merce” in the Renee Weiler Concert Hall. Ad-
mission: $15 general; $10 seniors & students; no advance 
reservations; payment at the door. For more information, call 
212.242.4770 or go to the GHMS website, www.gharts.org 

The Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation 
presents “New York Neon” a lecture by Thomas Rinaldi. 
The emphasis will be on neon signs of Greenwich Vil-
lage. Monday, November 19, 6:30-8:00 PM, at Washington 
Square Institute, 41-51 East 11th St. 4th floor. Free; reserva-

Annual Membership Is $20;
For Information, 

Please call 212.366.1451 or kathryndonaldson@aol.com 

BBC News and Views
November 2012

Join us for the Opening of our exhibit, “THE PROFES-
SIONAL ARTISTS OF THE BBC”, at the Hudson Park 
Library Reference Room Gallery on Monday, November 5, 
from 6:30 to 8:00PM. We’ll not only have the usual open-
ing fare of wine, cheese etc. but also the opportunity to hear 
ten of our fellow BBC members speak briefly about their 
work. This show was juried by Village photographer/educa-
tor Barry Weiser of Wesier.net and by Brian Brown of Me-
troOrangeArt. Extraordinary quality and range of work on 
view: among others, from an International photo-journalist, 
a participant in the Whitney Biennial and to another having 
a 20 year Retrospective. Even our beloved Cecily Fortescue 
created two ceramic bas reliefs expressly for this exhibit. We 
would like to thank John Flood, manager of the Hudson 
Park Library for his enthusiastic assistance. Our exhibit runs 
through January 2, 2013.

The 2012 BBC Holiday Party—Save the Date!
The BBC Holiday Party is Saturday, December 8 at Green-
wich House Music School (46 Barrow St.) 6:00-9:00 PM. 
Adults $15; Children (under 12) $5. Once again, BBCer 
Dale Belli has asked the BBC to put the word out to encour-
age our members to make /donate items for the PWA Christ-
mas Project.  Dale writes that “we need mainly men’s gifts.” 
– white t-shirts, flannel pajamas, bathrobes, sweatshirts, 
sweatpants, socks, gloves, sweaters, slipper socks, scarves, 
toiletries, throw blankets and cd’s of Christmas music. Also 
very welcome — and appreciated — are rolls of wrapping 
paper and tape. These items will be distributed through The 
Urban Live Source Connection to people with AIDS in need 
of warmth in over 40 NYC area hospices and hospitals
  We will collect all contributions at the BBC Holi-
day Party.  Thank you all, in advance, for your generosity 
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tions required. RSVP rsvp@gvshp.org or 212.475.9585  

Also in November: “Fading Ads of the Village” a lec-
ture by Frank Jump. Wednesday, November 28, 6:30-
8:00PM, at Washington Square Institute, 41-51 East 
11th St. 4th fl. Free; reservations required. RSVP rsvp@
gvshp.org or 212.475.9585.  
 
The Gotham Center for New York History presents 
“They Wished They Were Honest: The Knapp Commis-
sion and NYC Police Corruption”, on November 1, 6:30 
PM,  CUNY Graduate Center, 365 Fifth Avenue at 34th 
Street, Free.

22nd Annual Children’s Halloween Parade, Wednesday, 
October 31. Parents and children (ages 3-12) gather by 
the Washington Square Arch, 3:00 PM. Following the 
parade, trick-or-treat bags, performances, and rides await 
the children on LaGuardia Place between Washington 
Square South and West 3rd Street until 6PM. All festivi-
ties are free and open to the public; no RSVP required.

Cherry Lane Theatre On the Mainstage; “Indiana Jones” 
star Karen Allen joins the cast of Rattlestick’s for A 
Summer Day written by renowned Norwegian play-
wright Jon Fosse and translated and directed by Sarah 
Cameron Sunde $45 for performances Oct 26-Nov. 25 
with code CL45. Purchase tickets online or call Ovation 
Tix: 866.811.4111.

A special Veterans Day reading of “Spark” by Caridad Sv-
ich directed by Scott Schwartz and hosted by Kathleen 
Chalfant. After the reading Ms. Chalfant will participate in 
a distinquished panel on the role of women in the US mili-
tary, psychological and physical health for veterans, and the 
role of art in the healing process. Free and open to the public. 
Online tickets available November 4.                       

Photograph by Charlene Weisler-Schwartzkopf

On October 16 , Michael Symon hosted a party for his new 
book Carnivore at the Spotted Pig, which was attended by 
Bobby Flay, April Bloomfield, Gail Simmons, and a slew 
of other big-name food people. 

It sounds like Chumley’s will not be reopening any time this 
year. Although there were rumors that the bar would rise 
from its five year slumber this fall, Brooks of Sheffield hears 
that those reports were inaccurate. A  December 31 opening 
to celebrate the New Year is a goal,but that’s a long shot. At 
least the plywood has been removed, and now the space has 

the famous “86” written on its doors.  The term was born 
here. 

In more restaurant news the Little Owl’s  Joey Campanaro 
will open a brand new project in the old Out of the Kitchen 
space on the corner of Hudson and Leroy. Campanaro will 
open this new restaurant next spring with his Market Table 
partner Mike Price. His rep tells Eater that the boys literally 
just signed the lease on the corner space and they have not 
nailed down the name or the concept, but it will be good...
guaranteed.  

Lucy Liu and Lorraine Bracco were in a New York state 
of mind on the night of October 17. The actresses joined 
designer Donna Karan to honor Mayor Michael Bloom-
berg with the Stephan Weiss Apple Award at her Urban Zen 
studio in the West Village. The award is given in honor of 
Karan’s late husband, a sculptor and painter, who helped her 
found the famous fashion house and passed away in 2001 
from lung cancer. Also turning out for the evening were 
actor Scott Glenn, Victoria’s Secret model Behati Prin-
sloo, Martha Stewart, Kelly Klein and Petra Nemcova.                                                         
from DNAInfo
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SEEING BERNHARDT OFF

Miss Sarah Bernhardt sailed yesterday morning for 
France by the Transatlantic steamer l’Amerique. At 

an early hour a large number of ladies and gentlemen as-
sembled on the company’s pier at the foot of Morton Street, 
determined to see once more the great actress. As every car-
riage rolled in it was immediately surrounded by an excited 
throng eager to see if she was not within. Nine o’clock struck 
and still she came not. The passengers were all on board; 
numerous bouquets and other floral designs for her were car-
ried down stairs and placed on the saloon table and in her 
cabin which was on the port side of the vessel  and the crowd 
.... became impatient.

According to Nearsay.Com the five best pizzerias in Green-
wich Village are Artichoke Pizza (111 MacDougal St., near 
Minetta Lane),Francesco’s Pizzeria & Restaurant (140 W. 4th 

St., bet. South Washington Square & MacDougal St.), Per-
cy’s Pizza ( 190 Bleecker St., bet. Avenue of the Americas & 
Downing St.), John’s of Bleecker Street (278 Bleecker St.), 
and Otto Enoteca Pizzeria (1 Fifth Ave.)  What do you think?  
Did they miss anything?

With its financial woes showing no signs of vanishing, Hud-
son River Park is getting serious about creating a tax on 
properties near the park. Citing a study that argues the park 
is responsible for a huge increase in property values in build-
ings up to three blocks away, Hudson River Park’s support-
ers hope to create a Neighborhood Improvement District to 
get a piece of the real estate action by collecting funds from 
nearby property owners.
 The park, which receives no government funding, is 
run by a trust, which recently created an updated proposal 
and map to explain the plan, and will host three neighbor-
hood meetings in November in the hopes of selling the pro-
posed tax to the public. The goal would be to create steady 
and permanent financing for the highly-trafficked park.
 “I think that real estate interests or values have gone 
up so substantially as a result of the park that it seems to 
me only fair to have these real estate interests, especially 
residential ones, chip in,” said Franz Leichter, who as a 
state senator had authored the Hudson River Park Act, and 

now sits on the Hudson River Park Trust board. “I think they 
should make a contribution.”
 According to a map on the trust’s website, the new tax 
would affect properties from Chambers Street to West 59th 
Street, as far east as Hudson Street in the Village and 10th 
Avenue in Chelsea and Hell’s Kitchen. The district would 
be a public-private partnership guided by a community plan, 
would need city approval before moving forward and would 
be run by a board comprised of property owners and residents.
 The park’s financial woes run deep. Pier 40, which was 
envisioned as a revenue-generator for Hudson River Park, is 
currently sinking into the Hudson and will cost roughly $120 
million to repair. The pier has only a few years left before it 
will have to be closed down, officials said.
 The Neighborhood Improvement District is not the 
park’s only money-making strategy. For much of the past 
year, park supporters have made unsuccessful attempts in 
Albany to change the Hudson River Park Act so it would 
allow greater commercial uses on Pier 40, including the po-
tential of residential buildings.
 Several park-lovers, including State Assemblywoman 
Deborah Glick, have cautioned against building condos in 
the park, arguing it would ruin the park as a public space.
 According to the improvement district plan, the new 
tax would not only be a way to generate cash for the park’s 
most ailing piers — it would also be a way to improve access 
and beautify the nearby area. Park officials are currently not 
allowed to spend earmarked cash on infrastructure outside of 
the park itself, but the Neighborhood Improvement District 
funding could be spent on such projects. In particular, sup-
porters said the extra funds could be a way to build easier 
and safer ways to cross the West Side Highway to get into 
the park.
      from DNA Info

First James Franco teaching film, now Questlove teaching 
music. The drummer of the soul act The Roots, which is the 
house band on “Late Night with Jimmy Fallon,” will teach 
a spring semester course at NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts, 
he confirmed Tuesday on Twitter. “That’s Professor ?uesto,” 
the musician, born Ahmir Thompson, wrote.
            from DNAInfo
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 “Mlle. Jeanne, Sarah’s sister, finally came and stepped on deck 
with several friends and about a quarter of an hour later a cheer was 
heard at the entrance to the dock. She had arrived. As soon as the car-
riage stopped at the foot of thecabin passengers’ gangway and Sarah 
stepped out, two hundred hands were stretched out, each ready to greet 
her. But as sbe did not have the physical strength of a President of the 
United States, and as time was pressing, it was  impossible to accom-
modate all, so, after shaking a score of hands, she kissed her own hand 
to the others,and, taking the arm of a member of her company, she 
hurried on board. She was dressed in a long driving ulster of a delicate 
light-brown hue with a dainty hat, underneath which her large blue 
eyes sparkled with vivacity and good humor. In her hand she carried 
an immense bouquet of flowers. She was cheered all along until she 
reached the saloon. where the beautiful floral gifts elicited from ber the 
exclamation, “Oh, que c’est joli.”  She chatted for a minute with Mr. 
Louis de Bebian, agent of the Transatlantic Company’s Line, who had 
himself come on board to see that she and the other passengers were 
comfortably accommodated and should have no cause for complaint. 
and also with several ladles and gentlemen.
  A number of gentlemen who had wedged their way down stairs 
put their hands to their breast pockets, and several ladies fumbled in 
their side pockets as if to get card cases or autograph albums. These 
movements did not escape Miss Sarah’s observation, and she asked 
Mr. de Bebian to be taken to her cabin. When she got there another 
garden of flowers presented itself to her view.
 A Time’s reporter was announced, and Miss Sarah  directed that 
he be shown in. She herself appeared at the door and welcomed him 
with “Walk een, eet you please. I am very glad to see you.” The re-
porter replied to her salutation in French when she exclaimed with 
pleasant surprise: “ Tiens, mais c’est charmant, alors nous pouvons 
nous comprendre.” And then she rattled on at the rate of 300 words 
a minute in Parisian French about her health, her experiences in this 
country and her intentions in the future. The reporter asked ber why 
she hid herself in her cabin. and did not go on deck. wbere hundreds 
had come to see her off. “Oh, yes,” Sarah replied. “I hid myself on 
purpose; they have come out of curiosityand to get me to write my 
autograph in their albums and pocket-books. Wherever I go every 
other person asks me for my autograph, and it is quite a bother to 
keep writing my name over and over again.much as I like to please 
them.” How do you like this country, she was asked. and she replied: 
“Oh. it is magnificent; it is so large and so beautiful. There are some 
funny people here, but, of course, you find them everywhere. The 
NewYorkers are very nice. I am sorry that I missed San Francisco. 
but if I come back, I shall go there.” She then said she was learning 
English and intended to master the language. “When you come back, 
you must play as Juliet in Engllish.” remarked the reporter. “Oh. cer-
tainly; I intend to do so and I hope to be able to play also in English 
as Beatrice and Rosalind.”
  The bell warning outsiders to return ashore then began to ring 
and the reporter, after wishing Miss Sarah a pleasant voyage, with-
drew. Those who were not passengers began streaming down the 
gangway and Miss Sarah, feeling herself safe from the autograph 
fiend appeared on the hurricane deck and immediately became the 
centre of attraction. A party of ladies who were rcturning ashore did 

“Accused” of sounding “like a Jew,” 
Sarah Bernhardt wrote, “I am a daughter of the 

great Jewish race, and my somewhat 
uncultivated language is the outcome of our 

enforced wanderings.” Indeed, she took her own 
theater company around the world, transforming 
herself, a member of the wandering race, into an 

object of worldwide welcome and acclaim. The 
great French actress appears here in 1880.

not express great admiration for Sarah. “Aint she 
horrid looking.” remarked one to her companions.  
She’s a perfect fright,” added another. And how she 
is painted up.” broke in a third on whose own fair 
face the bloom of art was radiant. When all outsid-
ers were ashore and the gang planks had been drawn 
in Miss Sarah came down to the main deck.
 At 10:12 the huge propeller began to revolve 
and the steamer went out into the stream. A rush was 
made to the front of the pier, and as soon as Sarah 
was seen hundreds of handkerchiefs and hats were 
waved toward her. She replied first with her hand-
kerchief and then with both hands and arms, return-
ing the greeting of the crowd with with the graceful 
gestures of a carefully drilled natural genius. As the 
steamer increased the distance the figures on board 
became moreand more indistinct, and the people on 
tbe dock slowly dispersed.
          from The New York Times, May 5, 1881


