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BBC News And Views
Our next meeting will be Wednesday, April 12, 7:00pm
at the Greenwich House Music School. “Greenwich
Village: The Times They Are A Changing”, the winner
of the Greenwich Village Film Festival will be shown.
Executive Producer Richard Eric Weigle (Grove Street
Block Association President) and Michael Anastasio
will be available afterwards for a Q & A. This screening will be followed by a presentation by Perry van der
Meer on the ongoing issues of Seventh Avenue South.
Great News: Through the generosity of a BBCer
we were able to match the $5000 pledge in membership donations. These funds make it possible to maintain our trees and beautification efforts. Kudos to our
special friend and to all neighbors who contributed to
this matching grant.
The Parks Department has surveyed our streets.
We expect to get five new trees in early May.
Washington Park Conservancy celebrates its’ fourth
annual fundraiser “April Showers Bring May Flow-

ers” April 24, 6:30-8:30pm at the Village home of Shelley and David Sonenberg, 50 West 10th Street. This
annual event raises funds in support of programs for
Washington Square Park, including supplemental
maintenance staff, a full-time gardener dedicated to
Washington Square Park, summer Playground Associates, and more .For tickets contact sheryl@washingtonsquareparkconservancy.org
The West Village Chorale Viva Vino è tornato–it’s
back! Opera and Wine (and Chocolate!) to Benefit The
WVC is Wednesday, April 26, 6:30pm (doors open at
6:15) General Admission Tickets: $60 Buy Online Now
www.westvillagechorale.org Our tremendously popular benefit evening of wine, cheese, and opera pairings
is back for a third round! Patrick Watson of Smith and
Vine and Stinky Bklyn. returns as our sommelier for
the evening (and singing!) A portion of the $60 ticket
price is tax-deductible as a contribution to the West Village Chorale.
News from 7th Avenue South Alliance
Our neighborhood has the opportunity to replace cobra head lights on Seventh Avenue South with historic fixtures! Councilman
Corey Johnson will allocate
$1 million to projects winning
the most votes from his constituents during the Participatory Budgeting voting! If
the $176,000 Seventh Avenue
South Alliance proposal gathers enough votes, eleven cobra-head fixtures on Seventh
Avenue South from Christopher to Bleecker Streets would
be replaced with Landmarksapproved fixtures.
7ASA
hopes this will be the first phase of replacing all cobra
head fixtures on the Avenue.

— Page 2 —
Voting takes place from March 25 - April 2. Vote
online at www.7ASA.org/vote/ or in person at your
local polling place, which can be found at http://www.
coreyjohnson.nyc/pb/. The nearest polling place is at
Greenwich House (27 Barrow Street).
Holland Tunnel) can vote, so we hope you will
tell friends and family with you and help us get out the
Anyone over 14 living in our Council District (essentially, the west side from Columbus Circle to the word!
Moveable Feast Monday! Dine at Boucherie on March
27 and 7% of your pre-tax check will be donated to the
7th Avenue South Alliance. Mention to the host upon
arrival that you are a supporter, or make a note in your
OpenTable reservation. The 7th Avenue South Alliance
is a public charity promoting a greener, cleaner and
safer 7th Avenue South.
Nabe Notes
Greenwich House Music School:
Uncharted Concert Series Every Thursday at 8:00pm
through May 12. Featuring local artists, new work, and
an open bar for tickets and artist information: greenwichhouse.org/uncharted
Radio Jarocho and Zenen Zeferino: An Exploration of Son Jarocho’s Past and Present, Thursday, April
6,
8:00pm.
New
York
City son jarocho pioneers
Radio
Jarocho present a
new project
exploring the
origins of son
jarocho,
the
traditional
music of Veracruz, Mexico.
Radio Jarocho
In this journey through the genre’s
baroque, West African, and indigenous Mexican roots,
Radio Jarocho and Zenen Zeferino will trace son jarocho
from its rural ancestry to the global phenomenon that
it is today.
Sofía Rei: Umbral, Thursday, April 13, 8:00pm.
A woman. A woman-instrument. A woman-band. A
woman-song. In this new production, Sofía Rei veers
away from her staple sound and ventures in areas of
creation that arise almost exclusively from her voice.
Innov Gnawa: Sebitiyin: The Jewish Songs of
Gnawa, Thursday, April 20, 8:00pm. In this evening
of deep cuts from the Moroccan gnawa repertoire, Innov Gnawa honors the strength of Moroccan national
identity to transcend religious distinctions with a rare
performance of the Jewish songbook of this ancient

Moroccan musical tradition.
Dan Tepfer and Aaron Diehl: Duo Piano, Thursday, April 27, 8:00pm. This one-of-a-kind collaboration
explores the unlikely common ground between two
leading pianists from opposite ends of the jazz spectrum. Aaron Diehl is an aficionado of the early tradition of jazz piano, while Dan Tepfer is inspired by the
avant garde.
The Cherry Lane Theatre (38 Commerce Street) Cherry
Lane’s next play festival Mentor Project 2017 is March
22 – April 1 Esai’s Table written by Nathan Yungerberg, directed by Danya Taymor and mentored by
Stephen Adly Guirgis. It follows the journey of three
young black men on a mythical night sea journey atop
a magical old table. Through artistic expression and
personal revelations, we learn why they’ve been chosen to navigate this journey. Destiny meets eternity in
this story of black lives, friendship, family, and love.
Historic District Council Spring Walking Tours Yorkville’s Immigration History: Join HDC and Francis Morrone for a comprehensive look at a curiously
under-recognized swatch of New York’s rich historic
fabric. In three tours we will focus on the fascinating
immigrant history of this part of the Upper East Side
of Manhattan. The first tour will have a bit of a focus
on the Czechs, the second on the Hungarians, the third
on the Germans, though all three groups, and several
others, will be represented in all three tours. In addition, we will look at the broader demographic history
(especially the century-long history of gentrification),
and how that history is manifested in architecture,
and at the histories of housing, religion, institutions,
breweries, and much else. Each tour will begin outside
one of the stations of the new Second Avenue Subway–
72nd Street, 86th Street, and 96th Street, and will weave
among the blocks between Third Avenue and the East
River. Tour 1 will cover 72nd to 79th Streets, Tour 2 will
cover 79th to 86th Streets, and Tour 3 will cover 86th to
96th Streets. This is a rare opportunity for an in-depth,
many-faceted study on foot of a whole, remarkably diverse neighborhood. $40 for all three tours: Saturday
April 1, May 6, June 3. All tours at 2:00pm.
Behind-the-Scenes Tour of King Manor, Sunday, April 2, 3:00pm. Join us for a tour of the home of
Rufus King, signer of the United States Constitution
and early voice in the anti-slavery movement. Constructed in the 1750s, King lived here from 1805 until
his death in 1827. Located in Jamaica, the Colonial-era
structure functions as a house museum. Executive Director of the King Manor Museum (and former HDC
staff member!) Nadezhda Williams will give us a behind-the-scenes peek on this extended tour, which will
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From the 1870s to about 1910, the Tenderloin was Manhattan’s most famous red-light district, a cradle of elegant vice that developed north of 23rd Street west of
Fifth Avenue, in the shadow of luxurious hotels such as
Gilsey House. High-stakes gambling parlors, brothels,
saloons, dance halls: the Tenderloin reveled in its own
illegality, until pressure from civic authorities and corporate development led to its demise. Since the 1990s,
zoning changes have altered the landscape of the old
Tenderloin’s main stem – Sixth Avenue – and have
led to the destruction of many buildings. But a few
reminders survive. On this tour, author and historian
encompass the entire house from basement to attic, David Freeland will guide visitors to sites associated
from servants’ quarters to the King family’s parlor. Ex- with still-visible Tenderloin businesses, including the
plore how the house, a designated New York City Indi- block of 28th Street once known as Tin Pan Alley, birthvidual and Interior Landmark, tells its history of three place of the pop music industry. Seniors and members
major phases of construction (c1750, c1790, 1810).
$15, general admission $20
Sunset Park: History and Advocacy, Saturday,
April 8 at 10:30am. Join Joe Svehlak on this tour of Society for Historic Preservation (GVSHP) announcSunset Park, whose built environment has shaped a es its upcoming programs (for more information, go to
quintessential Brooklyn neighborhood: from the mas- www.gvshp.org/events):
sive Bush Terminal and its associated workers’ housing
Who Tells Your Story? Women in Preservation
to the construction of the Fourth Avenue Subway, and Thursday, April 20th, 7:00. – 9:00pm. Museum at Elfrom the establishment of the country’s first coopera- dridge Street, 18 Eldridge Street. From the Daughters
tive apartment buildings in the early 1900s to the Sec- of the American Revolution to Jane Jacobs to preservation 8 housing of the 1970s, which helped the neighbor- tionists today, women have long played a prominent
hood transition out of blight. For the past four years, role in preserving our nation’s history and treasures.
advocates and residents have led a grassroots effort to Why? These projects require devotion, passion and
push for the designation of a historic district in Sunset nurturing – qualities often associated with women – as
Park to pay homage to these developments and allow well as tenacity, networking
the neighborhood’s storied past to inform its future. and cunning. Our panelists
While the effort stalls at the City level, many lessons have those qualities in spades.
can be learned in this case study about the power of Join Roberta Brandes Gratz,
community organizing and public participation?
an award-winning journalist
In Search of the Tenderloin and Tin Pan Alley, and urban critic who founded the effort to restore the
Eldridge Street Synagogue;
Claudette Brady, co-founder
of the Bedford-Stuyvesant So- Roberta Brandes Gratz
ciety for Historic Preservation;
Nancy Rankin, AIA, a principal with John G. Waite
Associates, Architects; and Erin Tobin, Director of
Preservation at the Preservation League of New York
State who will serve as moderator. They will explore
the outsized role women have played in preservation
and urban planning. After, meet the speakers, mingle
with preservation professionals, and get involved in a
variety of preservation projects. This event is co-sponsored with the Museum at Eldridge Street, the PreserHaymarket was the Tenderloin jewel, a three-story dance vation League of New York State, and the Center for
hall illuminated (disguised?) like a legitimate Broadway the Living City. $14/$10 for students and seniors. Restheatre, named for a legitimate British theater district. New ervations required.[This event is not wheelchair accesYork’s chief of police in 1887 described it as “animate with sible.]
the licentious life of the avenue.”
Village Comedy Night, Tuesday, April 25, 7:00.–
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9:00pm. The Village Underground, 130 West 3rd Street.
Join us for a special night of comedy benefitting
GVSHP & The Rebecca Daniels Scholarship for Real
Estate Continuing Education. Comedians who will
grace the GVSHP stage have appeared on Louie, Comedy Central, Inside Amy Schumer, The Tonight Show with
Jimmy Fallon and The Late Show With Stephen Colbert. Join
GVSHP, Villagers,
and comedy lovers
from across the city
for a fun night that
supports education
and
preservation
awareness in the real
estate community.
Comedians featured
will include: Chris
Distefano,
Paul
Mecurio, Gina Brillon, Marc Gerber Jeff Leach, and
more! Full lineup to come. Visit gvshp.org/comedy for
moredetails. $45.Reservationsrequired. [This event is
not wheelchair accessible.]
Can They Build That? PanelDiscussiona boutthe
Board of Standards and Appeals, Thursday, April 27,
6:00–8:00pm. NYU Silver Center, Hall 300, 31 Washington Place. What is the NYC Board of Standards and Appeals? What do they regulate? This obscure city body
holds tremendous sway over what gets built in New
York City. Property owners, developers, and institutions can apply to the BSA to extend beyond zoning
limitations to build bigger, taller, or for different uses.
At this panel, stakeholders will discuss their experiences with the BSA, as well
as current efforts to reform
the system. Hear from organizations, labor representatives and residents from
different communities that
highlight the public need for
greater transparency and access to information. Speakers include Andrew BerKate Wood
man, GVSHP; Kate Wood, Landmark West!; Jonathan
Hogstad, SEIU Local 32BJ; Aries De La Cruz, Coalition to Defend Woodside & Little Manila and Council
Member Ben Kallos, Chair of Governmental Operations Committee. Co-sponsored with the NYU Department of Art History & Urban Design and Architecture
Studies and moderated by Professor Jon Ritter.
Free.Reservationsrequired.[This event is wheelchair
accessible.]
The Gotham Center for New York City History Presents Spring 2017 Events: Fixing Elections The Poli-

tics of Electoral Reform in NYC, Then and Now,
Wednesday, April 5, 6:30-8:00pm. Skylight Room (9th
Floor) Gerald Benjamin,
distinguished expert in
constitutional and charter
reform and former Director of the Center for New
York State and Local Government Studies, provides
a history of the city’s electoral administration. Daniel O. Prosterman talks
about New York’s forgotten
experiment with proportional representation (the
Gerald Benjamin
most common electoral system in
modern democracies), and its effects on diversity and
choice. Susan Lerner, Executive Director of Common
Cause New York, discusses the steep decline of voter
turnout in the city in recent decades, and the major
push underway to overhaul the electoral system this
year. Rob Richie, Executive Director of FairVote, reflects on ways to increase participation by moving beyond the winner-take-all model, including the push to
introduce ranked-choice voting in New York. Brigid
Bergin, City Hall Reporter for WNYC, moderates.
Is New York’s Future Sustainable?A History
of Environmental Impact, and Planning for More
Growth Wednesday, April 19, 6:30-8:00pm, Elebash
Recital Hall (Ground Floor). Ted Steinberg, author
of Gotham Unbound, talks
about the ecological history of greater New York,
and the limits of “sustainable” planning. Michael
Sorkin, award-winning
president and founder of
Terreform, a non-profit
dedicated to just and sustainable urbanism, shares
his
recommendations
Ted Steinberg
for a greener Big Apple. Nilda Mesa
reflects on her experiences as NYC’s first Director of
Sustainability, and the challenges ahead. Janet Babin,
Economic Development Reporter for WNYC, moderates.
All our events are free and open to the public,
and take place from 6:30 to 8:00 pm at The Graduate
Center, City University of New York, 365 Fifth Avenue, between 34th & 35th Streets. Seating, as always, is
“first come, first served.” Books will be available for
purchase and signing. For more information, call (212)
817 8471.

