Annual Membership is still (only) $25;
For information,
bbcblockassociation.org.
BEDFORDBARROWCOMMERCE@GMAIL.COM
BBC March 2018 NEWS AND VIEWS
Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 7 at 7:00PM at
the Greenwich House Music School.
Documentary film James Beard: America’s First
Foodie will be shown. This is the first film to chronicle
and celebrate the iconic American cook, James Beard.
Written and directed by
award-winning
filmmaker Elizabeth Federici and produced by acclaimed food writer and
bbcer Kathleen Squires,
this documentary had its
television debut on May
19, 2017 on PBS’ American Masters. James Beard:
America’s First Foodie, was
nominated along with the entire PBS American Masters 2017 season for an Emmy Award, and was the recipient of the Audience Award for Best Documentary
at the 2017 Sonoma International Film Festival.
Co-producer Kathleen Squires has been a resident
of Barrow Street for 24 years. A food and travel writer,
Squires’s work has spanned book, blog, newsprint and
glossy, appearing in The Wall Street Journal, Los Angeles Times, Saveur, Conde Nast Traveler and many other
publications. She is also the co-author of several cookbooks and in 2016, Kathleen was awarded first prize of
Les Dames d’Escoffier International’s M. F. K. Fisher
Award for Excellence in Culinary Writing.
Q&A with Kathleen follows the film presentation.
BBC Membership
Thanks to all who have re-upped. You will find your
new membership card in this mailing. Those of you

who have not rejoined will find another membership
form. Be sure to make checks payable to BBC Block
Association. Membership is $25 per person. You can
also go to www.bbcblockassociation.org and click on
join. Either way, please do remember those trees! You’ll
feel great-guaranteed!!
NABE NOTES
Cherry Lane Theatre (38 Commerce Street) presents its
award-winning festival of new plays Mentor Project
2018: Performances are
March 1-10 (A Patron of the Arts) and
Mar 22-Apr 7 (The Opportunities of Extinction).
2 show plays are $20 each $25 at the door online: www.
cherrylanetheatre.org or by ovationtix 866-811-4111. .
16th Annual Taste of Greenwich House is on March
13, with a first-ever cocktail competition after-party!
Metropolitan Pavilion. Taste of Greenwich House is a
premier tasting event that brings more than 30 of New
York’s most innovative restaurants and food purveyors, including staples and new eateries alike in support of Greenwich House’s
social service and arts education programs. In addition to more than thirty
tasting stations, the event
features a silent auction
with foodie-inspired bid
lots including private wine
and cheese tastings, exclusive cooking classes, special dining experiences and
tickets to theater, dance, TV and sporting events. Proceeds from the event go directly to Greenwich House’s
diverse programming including treatment for victims
of child abuse, medical care for home-bound seniors,
after-school programs for urban youth, senior wellness programs, free arts exhibitions and community
concerts.
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Greenwich House Music School
Uncharted at Greenwich House Music School has
emerged as one of New York’s most exciting and unpredictable live concert series, drawing attention from
tastemakers and curators from across the city. Every
Uncharted performance features New York City-based
artists premiering new projects or meeting with new
collaborators for the first time on stage. The March performances are:
Molly Pope: Polly Mope (And Then Some), Thursday, March 22, 8:00 p.m $15
Polly Mope is an original solo piece that marks the
debut of Molly Pope: Songwriter. It’s about “How do
you get through the night?”
as viewed through the specific lens of one person’s
night-long ride on the bi-polarcoaster. Including songs
written with several collaborators, encompassing a range
of 20th century popular music
styles, Polly Mope is a departure from 10 years of downtown cabaret for Molly
Pope and a move toward narrative form both in music
and book
Eva Salina and Peter Stan: SUDBINA: A Portrait of
Vida Pavlovic, Album Release Thursday, March 29,
8:00 p.m.$15
Eva Salina and Peter Stan celebrate the release of
their first duo album with repertoire from Vida Pavlovi, poignant and moving Serbian Romani songs full
to the brim with tenderness and courage.
Greenwich House Pottery
Daniel Bare: Fused is on display through March 23.
Bare’s sculptures are a critique on the wastefulness of
American consumerism. He collects unwanted pottery from thrift stores, landfills and abandoned kiln
sites and assembles them into
stacks that often seem posed on
the brink of collapse. Highlighting the uniformity of mass produced goods, Bare stacks similar
items together making it seem
as though they are replicating of
their own accord. Other forms are
more organic, resembling marine
landscapes or waves of discarded
consumer goods poised to overwhelm the viewer.
West Village Chorale: Winter Concert 2018: Darkness
and Light, Sunday, March 11 at 5:00PM, Judson Memo-

rial Church, 55 Washington Square South at Thompson
Street. (Accessible entrance around the corner at 243
Thompson Street), Advance tickets ($25 general / $10
student) are available online now or from a Chorale
member.
This program exploring the spiritual dynamics between light and darkness, joy and sorrow, triumph and
loss, through two powerful and moving contemporary
works.
Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation:
A Fillmore Happening: Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Fillmore East Thursday, March 8, 6:30800pm Theater 80, 80 St.
Mark’s Place. Fifty years
ago, on March 8, 1968, the
Fillmore East opened its
doors and changed the city
and the music world. The
Fillmore is remembered
with great affection by artists, employees, and concertgoers alike as a place of
warmth, spirit, innovation,
and the finest music. The great Bill Graham brought
performers including The
Doors, B.B. King, Tina Turner, The Grateful Dead, Janice
Joplin, Pink Floyd, and many
more. Tickets required: $15
general; $10 for GVSHP members (members, email us for the
code) www.gvshp.org
Illustrated
Lecture:
Journey of Hope, The Irish in New York with Tara Ryder, Ph.D,.Tuesday, March 13, 6:30-8:00PM, Church of
Saint Brigid-Saint Emeric, 119 Avenue B (SE corner of
8th Street)
Take a multimedia look at the history and culture
of the Irish of New York from their immigrant beginnings to the present day. To escape religious persecu-
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tion, poverty, and famine, waves of Irish immigrants
arrived in New York from the 18th century on. By the
mid-19th century, one-quarter of the City’s population
was Irish. Their journeys are reflected in the shared experiences of all immigrants coming to America. Free.
Reservations Required. www.gvshp.org
The Church of St. Brigid was built in 1848 by Irish
immigrants for those fleeing the Great Famine Cosponsored by the Merchant’s House Museum This
event is not fully accessible.
Bar Historians in Conversation: McSorley’s and
Julius’ Friday, March 16, 6:30-8:00PM. The bar at the
Salmagundi Arts Club, 47 Fifth Ave. Hoist a pint with
bar historians Tom Bernardin of Julius’ and Bill Wander of McSorley’s, two storied Village bars founded in
the mid-1800s. Tom and Bill
are holders of bar histories
spanning generations. Their
taverns have seen sawdust
on the floors and horses
waiting outside to surviving
prohibition, sip ins, opening
up to women and LGBTQ
folks, and much more. With
humor and curiosity, Tom
and Bill will share and compare some of the juicy (and
Tom Bernardin
boozy) details of these establishments and their incredible photo collections. They
will delve into what they’ve learned, people they’ve
met, and the bars’ roles in shaping their neighborhoods, while also illuminating the particularities of being bar historians. Free. Reservations Required. www.
gvshp.org.This event is not fully accessible.
Women Poets of the Village: Candlelight Reading at Cherry Lane Theater. Women’s History Month
at GVSHP Monday, March 26, 6:30-8:00PM. In 1924, a
group of theater artists and the poet Edna St. Vincent
Millay commissioned the conversion of a West Village
box factory into the Cherry Lane Playhouse, home to
some of the most groundbreaking moments of theater.
It is from this stage that we’ll gather by candlelight to
celebrate the trailblazing
women poets of the Village
including Millay, Emma
Lazarus, Audre Lorde,
Marianne Moore, Sonia Sanchez, Lola Ridge,
Grace Paley, and many
others. We will be joined
by the incredible New York
poets Stephanie Berger,
Marianne Moore

April Bernard, Elaine Equi, Angelina Fiordellisi, Diana Goetsch, Marie Howe, Deborah Landau, Elizabeth Macklin, Terese Svoboda, and Kathleen Widdoes,
who will offer up readings to uplift these women and
change how we see the world around us. Free. Reservations Required. www.gvshp.org.This event is fully
accessible.
How Gay Girls Owned the Village from the 30s to the
90s - and How They Want (Some of) It Back Women’s History Month at GVSHP Thursday, March 29,
6:30PM, Jefferson Market Library, 425 Sixth Ave. Since
the 1930s, lesbian culture has flourished in Greenwich
Village. This three-part talk will welcome:
Lisa E. Davis (Under the Mink; Undercover Girl: The
Lesbian FBI Informant Who Helped Bring Down the Communist Party) will tell the story of self-described “gay
girls,” welcomed at a number of bars and protected
from police by mafia payoffs in the 1930s-50s.
Alana Integlia of Queer Visibility Collective and
Dyke Bar Takeover will illuminate her work documenting queer spaces of the Village from the 1970s and 80s,
creating space for self-identified womyn, transgender
and non-binary people of all races.
Wanda Acosta will show excerpts of film Sundays
at Café Tabac, her and Karen B. Song’s dazzling documentary of Village lesbian
culture in the wake of the
AIDS crisis in the 1990s. The
essence of “lesbian chic,”
the film explores that generation’s defiance and determination to preserve lesbian
spaces in the Village. Free.
Reservations
Required.
www.gvshp.org.This event
is fully accessible.
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In 1845 Catherine Cruger erected two houses, 61 and
63 Barrow Street, behind her store at the southeast corner of Bedford Street. Unlike the earlier, Federal style
homes along the block, they reflected the newer Greek
Revival style. Rather than a dormered attic, they had
a full-height third floor.
In the 1850’s 63 was leased by the Taft family.
Catharine A. Taft was a teacher at Primary School
No. 18 on Waverley Place near Bank Street. And by the
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early 1860’s the William Henry Baldwin family lived
at 63 Barrow Street. The couple had seven children.
At the time the Baldwins moved into the Barrow
Street house, the East Coast was plagued with scarlet
fever. In the spring of 1864 the Baldwins’ three year
old son, Harry Lincoln, contracted the disease. It became complicated with diphtheria and he died in the
house on May 8. Perhaps due to the infectious nature
of the disease, his funeral was rapidly held the next
day in the parlor.
On March 3, 1863 Congress
had enacted The Enrollment Act,
sometimes called the Draft Act.
All male citizens eligible for
military service were required to
enroll. On March 17, 1865 William H. Baldwin, Jr.’s name was
one of those drawn to fight in the
South.
By the time the Baldwin’s
youngest daughter, Emily Frances, died on June 29, 1869, they
had moved to 291 West 4th Street.
Two years earlier, the owner
(possibly still Catherine Cruger)
sold all three of the properties.
An advertisement in The New
York Herald on February 12, 1867
offered: For Sale--Two Three Story
Basement Cellar Philadelphia brick
Houses, 61 and 63 Barrow street;
$5000 each. Corner store adjoining,
$7,500--less if sold together. Terms easy.
The price for the houses would be equivalent to
about $82,600 today. The new owners of 63 Barrow
Street rented rooms. An advertisement in The New
York Herald on December 10, 1871 offered “Furnished
rooms, for housekeeping, for gentleman and wife; also
small Room, for one or two gentlemen, at $2.50 per
week.” The difference in accommodations were reflected in the rent. The $2.50 per week for that small
room would be around $50 today.
As the century drew to a close, 63 was home to
Elizabeth A. Lahey. She had taken a job in John Van
Orden’s ladies’ undergarment firm in 1882 at the age
of 14 years old. In 1890 when the forewoman, Miss
Hemme, was married, Elizabeth was promoted to assistant forewoman and “special fitter.” She was promoted again in 1893 when her employer’s wife, Margaret, became too ill to work.
Elizabeth was dragged into the especially ugly
divorce proceedings between the Van Ordens in 1896.
and was called to the stand on May 16. She said that
Margaret “never had anything but bad to say about

him, stating he abused her, and very often she expressed herself as though she hated him, [and] his
brother Jim she called a dirty loafer. One Monday
morning she came to me and said that Mr. Van Orden
had been to a vile place the night before and on disreputable business; she expressed this in a very shameful
way and too low for me to repeat.”
“She would come down to the workroom and
talk to me by the hour about Mr. Van Orden and sometimes would tell me the most indecent things about him...While
she was around I have never
heard Mr. Van Orden speak to
or about Mrs. Van Orden in any
but a respectful manner, and invariably considerate of others.”
On December 1, 1909
Elizabeth transferred title to 63
Barrow Street to Fanny H. von
Schmid. Fanny’s purchase was
an investment and she immediately leased the house to Margaret Demuth. Fanny retained
possession for nearly two decades, selling it in July 1921 to
artist Estella Case.
Case was followed in
the house by Edward J. Condlon and his wife, Rosalie M.
Freeman. A financial reporter
for The New York Times since
1927, he had started his career
with the New York Commercial.Condlon was a member
of the board of governors of the New York Financial
Writers Association and, according to The Times, “He
was one of the leading performers in the association’s
annual theatrical productions in 1938, 1939 1940 and
1941.” In July 1944 Condlon became ill and he died in
the New York Hospital on August 5. It is not clear how
long Rosalie Condlon remained in the house; but it as
sold to Mr. and Mrs. J. F. Bagster-Collins “of Cornwall, Connecticut” in December 1959. In reporting on
the sale The New York Times noted “They will occupy
it.”
The intimate proportions of the house--just 17
feet wide--are possibly what saved the charming brick
house from being divided into apartments. Still a single-family home, its brownstone trim has been painted
white and understated ironwork replaces the original
railings and fencing. Nevertheless, Catherine Cruger’s investment property looks much as it did nearly
175 years ago.
				
from Daytonian in Manhattan

