Annual Membership is still (only) $25;
For information,
BEDFORDBARROWCOMMERCE@GMAIL.COM
BBCBLOCKASSOCIATION.ORG

vorites.
Elves wanted to trim tree and help decorate! Report
to Mama Elf, Kathy Donaldson, at the Music School at
4:00 PM on Party Day.

BBC HOLIDAY PARTY,
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 6-9 PM

Our Fourth Annual Literary Soiree
Greenwich Village has always been a mecca for artists
and writers. On Wednesday, November 7, that tradition of creativity was
alive and well and celebrated!, at the BBC’s
Fourth Annual Literary Soiree, held at the
Greenwich House Music
School at 46 Barrow St.
Village writers working
in a variety of genres—
especially
nonfiction,
personal essay, memoir and drama—came together to
read their works to an enthusiastic and appreciative
audience.
This was a distinguished and oh-so-talented group:
Bill Lynch read another excerpt (we enjoyed the first
last year!) from his funny and gritty work-in-progress,
Punching Above My Weight in a Muscular Metropolis:
A Dream-Come-True Year in New York City. We look
forward to the completed memoir!
Kathleen Squires read a truly funny piece she
wrote about Japanese karaoke. In Japan, karaoke is relaxing -- that in itself is pretty funny!
Michael Anastasio read from his memoir, a touching and poignant passage, beautifully described, about
his mother.
Keen Berger (whose memoir about grandmothering was previewed at our Literary Soiree, and is soon
to be published) read a passage from her textbook that
highlights the community and people of Greenwich
Village.
Eric Weigle read his warm and charming essay,
Fame and Friendship in Greenwich Village about his

The Bedford Barrow Commerce Block Association
2018 Holiday Party
When: Saturday, December 8, 6:00-9:00 PM
Where: Greenwich House Music School,
46 Barrow St., Auditorium
Price: Adults, $15; Children (under 12), $5
Food, Fun, Fellowship—Greenwich Village Style
* Buffet Dinner. Fresh cold cuts, scrumptious salads,
and succulent sweet treats are the fare, including the
BBC’s legendary cookies and pies! Drinks—juice,
wine, and fresh-brewed coffee—are also provided.
Home-baked goods are welcome; bring them with you
or drop them off at the School at 4:00 PM on Party Day.
* Magic Show with Gary
* Special visit by Santa Claus and his helpers. Santa is
dropping in early this year to give every boy and girl a
holiday treat. Ho, Ho, Ho! And Santa has many prizes
to give away to Raffle Winners!
* Holiday Sing-Along. Lucy Gallagher and Victoria
McMahon will lead us in singing all our holiday fa-
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longtime friendship with two icons of stage and screen
and Greenwich Village, Eva-Marie Saint and Kim
Hunter.
Sally Rhoades read a funny and very true excerpt
from her latest play, My Utica.
Karl Shefelman read passages from his memoirin-progress, Born in ‘58, about his experiences growing up in the tumultuous ‘60s in
Austin Texas.
Diane Wildowsky charmed us
yet again with her recollections of
her farming family, and that old
red Farmall tractor.
Thanks to Kathy Donaldson
and award-winning author Leslie
Sharpe, who emcee’d the event, for
putting this fabulous evening together for us all to enjoy. It is a celebration of talent and community that for
many of us, evokes the spirit of the old Village.
Holiday Tradition
Once again, BBCer Dale Belli has asked the BBC to
put the word out to encourage our members to make
/donate items for the PWA Christmas Project. Especially needed are sweaters, sweatshirts, thermal underwear, sweatpants, socks, hats, gloves scarves,
mittens, etc. Dale writes that “we
need mainly men’s gifts”. Also
very welcome — and appreciated
— are rolls of wrapping paper and
plenty of tape. These items will
be distributed through The Urban
Live Source Connection to people with AIDS in need of
warmth in NYC area hospices and hospitals. This year,
we are extending our outreach to all five boroughs.
We’ll collect all contributions at the BBC Holiday Party.
Thank you all for your generosity and holiday spirit!
Cherry Lane Theatre presents Mentor Project 2019.
Cherry Lane Theatre announces the mentors for
the 21st season of our Obie
Award-winning new play
series MENTOR PROJECT.
Craig muMs Grant, Taylor
Mac, and Martyna Majok will mentor this year’s
three emerging writers.
Season announcement and
tickets on sale December
3. Learn more at cherrylanetheatre.org.

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation
The Preservation and Future of Affordable Housing in
the Village, Thursday, December 13, 6:30PM, Westbeth
Community Room, 55 Bethune Street, Courtyard
The Mitchell Lama housing program was launched
in 1955, to address the needs of New Yorkers for middle and low income housing. In 1970, the Westbeth
complex opened as the largest in the world of its type
of community housing, with a waiting list so long that
it closed applications in 2007 and has yet to re-open
them. The preservation of the Mitchell Lama initiative and Westbeth’s housing is ongoing and crucial,
and has been taken up by organizations like the Association for Neighborhood and Housing Development,
which is building community power to win affordable
housing and thriving, equitable neighborhoods for all
New Yorkers through research, advocacy, and grassroots organizing.

We will delve into these histories and futures,
movements and battles with historians and Professors Jeffrey Lee Trask(Westbeth) and Nicholas Bloom
(Mitchell Lama), Executive Director of the Association
for Neighborhood Housing Development (ANHD)
Benjamin Dulchin, and moderator Adam Tanaka. This
event is fully accessible.
Greenwich House Music School, 46 Barrow Street
Mozart for Munchkins concert series creates an interactive and welcoming environment in which families can
experience and enjoy music.
Children of all ages are welcome at this concert series that
pairs an informal setting with
outstanding works performed
by exceptional musicians.
Tickets: $30 per adult (no
charge for children) Today’s
show is “Calliope Brass.” 4:00
- 5:00PM December 16.
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2018 GUIDE TO HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS
BBC Holiday Party
Put it on your calendar! Bedford Barrow Block Association Holiday Party—the BEST Holiday Party in the Village!—Saturday, December 8, 6:00-9:00 PM, at Greenwich House Music School (46 Barrow St., Auditorium),
Adults: $15, Children (under 12): $5. Food, fun, fellowship—Greenwich Village Style!
Washington Square Park Annual Tree Lighting
The 94th tree lighting ceremony at Washington Square
Park will take place on Wednesday, December 5 at
6:00PMat the Washington Square Arch The tree that arrives will be 45 feet tall! There will be a second chance
for caroling and viewing Santa on Christmas Eve Monday, December 24 at 5:00PM. The Rob Susman Brass

Greenwich Village Caroling Walk
Sunday, December 16, 4 p.m. -- Annual Greenwich Village Caroling Walk. (Since 1974.) Gather in the Meeting Room of Judson Memorial Church, 55 Washington
Square South, in the
heart of Greenwich
Village. Then join
us strolling through
the historic, DickensianVillage
neighborhoods
singing
seasonal carols and
songs. Teams of singers head out from
Judson through the
late afternoon. Refreshments, conviviality, and more
singing follow back at Judson. Free for the whole
family (donations accepted); songbooks provided.
Info: http://www.westvillagechorale.org orwestvillagechorale@gmail.com.
St. Luke in the Fields Christmas Activities (Episcopal) (212.989.0562), 487 Hudson St. Choir of St. Luke in
the Fields with Baroque in the Fields, an orchestra of
period instruments Thursday, December 6, 2018, 7:00
PM - 9:00 PM. This concert will offer music that might

Quartet and children and grown-ups alike will sing
holiday songs. The sparkling lights on the resplendent
tree will be turned on to mark the beginning of festive
winter evenings. The Washington Square Association
provides complimentary songbooks.
West Village Chorale’s Annual Holiday Concert
Christmas Carols Old and New (Judson Memorial
Church, 55 Washington Square South at Thompson St.),
Holidays Around the World Sunday, December 9, 2018
at 5:00PM. This year’s holiday concert features music
from around the globe — Haiti, Ireland, Latvia, Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and the United States. Highlights
include Whalum’s Betelehemu, Levine’s Lo V’chayil,
Desamours’s Noel Ayisyen, and Rachmaninoff’s Slava
from the All-Night Vigil, along with many favorite carols. And we’re excited to welcome back the ladies of
the Calliope Brass quintet to ring in the holidays with
us for the third year in a row!
Tickets available www.westvillagechorale.org or at
the door. In advance $25 general/$10 student with id:
at the door $30 general/$15 student with ID.

have been heard on Christmas Eve in the basilica in
the early years of the 18th century. The centerpiece
will be Alessandro Scarlatti’s Messa per il Santissimo
Natale, a Christmas mass in the Roman polychoral
style composed for Santa Maria Maggiore in 1707. The
program will also include festive motets by Scarlatti
and Giacomo Carissimi, and organ works by Bernardo Pasquini. Lecturer: Dr. Sarah Davies .Tickets: $35
general admission; $25 students/seniors
Monday, December 24, 5:00 PM: Christmas Pageant
Monday, December 24, 10:00 PM: Christmas Music by
the St. Luke’s Choir; 10:30 PM: Christmas Vigil
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Tuesday, December 25, 10:30AM: Christmas Morning
Mass
Our Lady of Pompeii Christmas Activities (Roman
Catholic) (212.989.6805) 25 Carmine St.
Monday, December 24, 5:00 PM: Vigil Mass; 12:00 AM,
Midnight Mass
Tuesday, Dec. 25, 9:00 AM: Mass; 11:00 AM: Mass;
12:15PM Mass
Judson Memorial Church (Ecumenical) 55 Washington
Square South at Thompson Street. For Christmas service times, please call 212.477.0351.

Resources & Information
Wednesday, 12/5, 7:30PM, The Future of Diplomacy:
Secretary Madeleine Albright and Ambassador Wendy Sherman in Conversation with Gillian Tett, 92nd
Street Y, 1395 Lexington Avenue, NY, NY (btwn 91st
& 92nd Sts.) In a divided world that needs diplomacy
now more than ever, hear from two brilliant leaders
who’ve devoted their lives to striving for peace and
understanding. Former Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright, whose urgent new book is Fascism: A Warning, and Wendy Sherman, lead negotiator of the Iran
nuclear deal and author of Not for the Faint of Heart:
Lessons in Courage, Power, and Persistence, sit down
for a timely conversation with Gillian Tett, US managing editor of the Financial Times. For tickets:https://
www.92y.org/event/the-future-of-diplomacy.

Thursday,12/6, 1:00-2:00PM
NYC Council Hearing on the New York Health Act,City
Hall Committee Room, NY, NY
The New York City Council Health Committee is hosting an official public hearing to receive testimony from
New Yorkers on a universal, single-payer health care
system in New York State. With the Democrats in ma-

jority in the state Senate, it’s more important than ever
for every voice to be heard in support of moving to
universal, single-payer healthcare to make sure it is on
the agenda in Albany. Press Conference preceding the
hearing will start at noon on the steps of City Hall.
Speak out for a health care system that puts patients
over profits! More details here: https://www.facebook.com/events/528713934310704/
Sunday, 12/9, 2:00PM, Reverand Billy & The Stop
Shopping Choir - Love No Border - A Spirited Revival in Dark
Times! Joe’s
Pub at the
Public,
425
Lafayette,
NY, NY. ...and
then
they
came for all of
us (including
immigrant
rights activist
Ravi Ragbir,
a member of
our bass section)...but we gathered together to SING
and RESIST! $10 with the discount code CHANGENOW. $15 to support the choir‘s work in 2019. No
food/drink minimum. Get tickets here http://www.
revbilly.com/ or at door if not sold out!

James Comey in Conversation with Nicole Wallace.

The 92nd St. Y, 1395 Lexington Avenue, NY, NY (btwn
91st & 92nd Sts.) Former FBI Director James Comey
stood tall when he found himself at the center of an
unparalleled political firestorm. In this sure-to-be
riveting talk, he shares insights into the strongholds
and fault lines existing at the highest levels of justice
in America, and the challenges he faced in navigating them. Talking with NBC News political analyst
Nicolle Wallace, he will discuss his rise from Yonkers
native to prosecutor, deputy attorney general, private
lawyer, law professor, and finally, FBI director, leading and driving our justice system. Get tickets here:
https://www.92y.org/event/james-comey

