Annual Membership is still (only) $25
For information,
bbcblockassociation.org.
BEDFORDBARROWCOMMERCE@GMAIL.COM

BBC March 2019 NEWS AND VIEWS
Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 6, 7:00PM at
the Greenwich House Music School. Local Grove Street
residents, film producers and organizers of The Greenwich Village Film Festival, Eric Weigle and Michael
Anastasio will screen
their award winning
short film “Never Stop
Moving”, A Film By
Rick McKay, about
the famous jazz dance
teacher and choreographer, LUIGI. The
film stars Liza Minnelli, Ben Vereen,
Estelle Parsons and
many other Broadway Stars. Eric and
Michael will introduce the film and answer questions afterward. Don’t
miss this inspirational film about this amazing man
whose dance studio still exists in Midtown, Manhattan
Mary Geerlof from the Cherry Lane Theatre will
speak about a new comedy, “Actually, We’re F**ked!”
by Matt Williams. It’s a comedy about fertility, infidelity and the end of the world. On the main stage
“Actually We’re F**ked” directed by John Pasquin is being presented Feb 26 - April 7, tickets $55-$95. “Every
Thursday four millennials order take-out, drink too
much wine and argue over how to unf**k the planet”.
BBC Membership
Thanks to all who have re-upped. Those of you who
have not rejoined will find another membership form.
Be sure to make your checks payable to BBC Block As-

sociation. Membership is $25 per person. You can also
go to www.bbcblockassociation.org and click on join. Either
way, please consider making an
additional contribution for our
trees. You’ll feel great-guaranteed!!
NABE NOTES
Cherry Lane Theatre announces the 21st anniversary
season of Mentor Project, its Obie Award-winning new
play series starting February 20 - April 13. Memberships are now on sale – be the first to see three exciting
new plays tickets $20 -$25 each available at cherrylanetheatre.org | 866.811.4111.
The Maturation of an
Inconvenient Negro by
Kareem Lucas February
20- March 2.
Three Girls Never Learnt
the Way Home by Matthew Paul Olmos March
13 - 23.
The Climb by C.A. Johnson April 3 - 13.
Kareem Lucas
Greenwich House
The 17th Annual Taste of Greenwich House is on March
12, Metropolitan Pavilion from 6-11.Tickets prices
range from $50 to only access the After-Party Cocktail
Competition from 9-11 to $400 for our upper level VIP
tickets for the entire event. Proceeds from the event go
directly to Greenwich House’s diverse programming
including treatment for victims of child abuse, medical
care for home-bound seniors, after-school programs for
urban youth, senior wellness programs, free arts exhibitions and community concerts. All info can be found
here: http://www.greenwichhouse.org/taste2019
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Greenwich House Pottery
The ongoing exhibition at Jane Hartsook Gallery is
Rirkrit Tiravanija’s “Untitled (Billy Wilder doesn’t
drink green tea),” on view through March 22nd.
Greenwich House Music School
There’s a Sound It Out
concert featuring Trota-Mouse on March 7 at
7:30PM at the Music School.
Trot-a-Mouse with Simon
Jermyn, Anna Webber,
Charlotte Greve and Mark
Febrey, plus the duo of Simon Jermyn and Charlotte
Greve 7:30PM.Renee Weiler Concert Hall $18, $12 for
students and seniors at the door

Simon Jermyn

West Village Chorale
Winter Concert, Crossing Over, Sunday, March 10,
5:00PM,Judson Memorial Church, 55 Washington
Square South at Thompson Street. Exciting and fun collaboration with the fantastic indie-pop band Sky-Pony. A concert that blurs the lines between classical and
pop/rock, with music from the theater, the stadium,
and the club all converging. Advance tickets ($25 general/$10 students) are available online. Any remaining
tickets will be available at door ($30general/$15 student) westvillagechorale@gmail.com
Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation
March Events
Greenwich Village Historic District 50th: The Work
Behind the District’s Designation. Monday, March 11,
7:00PM Church of Saint John’s in the Village, 218 West
11th Street. In 1969, Greenwich Village preservationists,
activists, and neighbors celebrated the victory of the
designation of the Greenwich Village Historic District.
Travel back in time with our panelists to explore preservation battles and changes in Greenwich Village and
beyond before the designation of the district. This will
be an in-depth look at the climate and work that set the
stage for the Greenwich Village Historic District. What
did the activism that led
up to the designation
look like?
Panelists include:
* Andrew Berman, Executive Director of Greenwich Village Society for
Historic Preservation
Francis Marrone

* Anthony Wood, New York Preservation Archive Project
* Professor Francis Morrone, Architectural Historian
Co-sponsored by the New York Preservation Archive
Project and the Church of Saint John’s in the Village.
This event is fully accessible
The NEW New York: 19th Century Irish Immigration
and the Revolution. Tuesday, March 19, 7:00PM, 6th
Street Community Center, 638 East 6th St. This talk
examines archbishops,saints-in-waiting, gangsters,
rogues, jesters and other colorful characters with special emphasis on “Fenian New York,” a refuge for Irish
revolutionaries since the failed Rising of 1867.
In Fenian New York you’ll meet the likes of
John Devoy, Jeremiah
O’Donovan Rossa, 1916
martyr Thomas Clarke
(the only American citizen executed by the British in 1916), and Sir Roger Casement, who since
his death has not only become a patriot but a gay
icon. It should also be
remembered that Eamon
de Valera, President of
Thomas Clarke
Ireland, was born in New York in 1882 and spent several crucial years in New York between 1919-20.
Dermot McEvoy is the author of six books including the novels, The 13th Apostle: a Novel of Michael
Collins and the Irish Uprising, Our Lady of Greenwich
Village, and the forthcoming
True Tales of Irish New York.
He is a frequent contributor
to IrishCentral.com where he
writes on history, politics, and
culture. Presented in partnership with the Merchant’s
House Museum. This event
Dermot McEvoy
is fully accessible
Greenwich Village Historic District TheaterJam
Monday, March 25, 6:30PM, The Cherry Lane Theatre,
38 Commerce Street. Greenwich Village has been a hotbed for creative theatrical minds since at least the beginning of the 20th century. Some of the most important
movements in American theater were nurtured here.
As we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Greenwich
Village Historic District, we celebrate the artists who
make the Village into the rich cultural landscape that
it is.
Join GVSHP for its very first Village TheaterJam
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hosted by Cherry Lane Theatre, with Master of Ceremonies David Greenspan, a Villager, Playwright, actor, theater aficionado, and six-time Obie Award winner. Excerpts from Rattlestick Playwrights Theater’s
“Novenas for a Lost Hospital: The St. Vincents Project,” with actor Kathleen Chalfant, James Scruggs,
“A Voluptuary Life,” and Peculiar Works”, “In Her
Words: 2 Jane Jacobs,”
The program also includes works from Cherry Lane
Theatre, HB Studio, HERE, New Ohio Theater, and
NYU Tisch School for the Arts.
This event is part of the 50th anniversary of the
designation of the Greenwich Village Historic District
programming. Learn more at gvshp.org/gvhd50. This
event is fully accessible

Entrance to The Rattlestick Theater
(next to St. John’s in the Village Chapter House
on Waverly Place).

Resources & Information
The Annual Village Awards are sponsored by GVSHP
to honor the people, places, and organizations that contribute significantly to the quality of life in Greenwich
Village, the East Village, and NoHo. Since 1991, GVSHP
has recognized the unique contributions that our small
businesses, residents, and special streetscapes make to
our lives.
Please nominate an individual, business, organization,

place, restoration, or garden you feel makes a positive
impact on life in the Village, East Village, or NoHo.
Nominations must be received by Tuesday, April 2,
2019, 12:00 PM. The Village Awards will be presented
to the public before hundreds of neighbors at GVSHP’s
Annual Meeting in June – stay tuned for more details.
With a citywide special election approaching, the New
York City Board of Elections is suing the city to prevent language translators hired by the de Blasio administration from entering poll sites to assist voters.
Under federal law, the Board is required to provide
translation services for voters in Spanish, Chinese,
Korean and Bengali. But de Blasio administration officials say that doesn’t go far enough. The city hired
additional translators for Russian, Haitian Creole, Yiddish and Polish speakers at 48 poll sites in Brooklyn
and Queens, but the Board argues these additional
translators must remain more than 100 feet away from
poll site entrances because these individuals were not
trained or vetted by the agency.
For last November’s election, the City Council
and Mayor’s office worked together to fund translators at 101 poll sites citywide. At that time, the translators were required to stay more than 100 feet outside
the poll sites. Both then and now, the city contracted
with Langalo Translations, a city-certified minority or
women-owned business, to provide the additional services. The Board warned the city that it would file for
a temporary restraining order preventing any translators not certified by the Board from entering the poll
sites.
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority’s new fare
payment system will be called OMNY – One Metro
New York – and agency employees will start testing
out the new contactless cards starting next week
The state Department of Labor has received more than
$5.5 million in federal grant money that will be used
toward job and workforce training for residents in 22
counties affected by the opioid epidemic,
For years, former New
York
Assemblywoman
Margaret Markey pushed
for the Child Victims
Act, driven by her son’s
own experience of sexual abuse in the Catholic
Church, and though she
is no longer a lawmaker,
the act’s passage was due
to her legwork,
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(continued from February, 2019)

In the meantime, following Garret Spear’s death 28 was
operated as a rooming house. Isaac Laforge, a “cutter,”
was living here in 1861, as were Isaac and Helen M.
Lafarge. Their marriage ended in divorce that year. J.
Sullivan was renting a rented room in the house on August 19, 1863 when his name was pulled in the Union
Army draft lottery.
The proprietor of the rooming house, like so many
others, was reticent to rent to an unmarried woman.
In 19th century New York, a female of questionable
character could seriously damage the reputation of the
house. An advertisement in The New York Herald on
June 5, 1864 offered “To Let--A nicely furnished
front room on second story, to a gentleman only.”
The policy was still in place six years later.
An advertisement on February 17, 1870 read “To
Let--A nicely furnished attic room, to gentlemen
only.” The $2 per week rent would equal about
$39 today.
The attic room was not the most comfortable.
Not only did the tenant have to deal with its sloping ceiling. but in the days before air conditioning or central heat, it would have been stiflingly
hot in the summer and cold in the winter. It was
vacant again in 1871, and again in October 1872.
The price remained the same.
At the time Timothy Colbert worked in a loft
building at No. 107 Front Street, steps from the
East River docks. In the years before elevators,
open shaftways fitted with pulleys were used to
hoist materials up and down. It was a dangerous
system that repeatedly resulted in injuries and deaths.

On July 1, 1873 The New York Times reported that the
38-year old Colbert had plummeted from the third
floor to the basement, “and was seriously injured.”
Seely & Brother was gone by May 1873 when
the rear building seems to have been used as a livery
stable. A patron who stored his buggies here offered
them for sale that month. “Two splendid leather top
(City made) buggies; good for city or country; price
$200 each.” Each would cost the potential buyer
about $4,250 today.
The little house continued to house respectable,
blue collar class families. The family of little Mamie
Bogart lived here in 1888 when the fifth grader was enrolled in the newly-built Public School No. 8 on King
Street
28 received inside plumbing in 1925 and an interior alteration in 1935. The latter was no doubt in
anticipation of renting unofficial apartments. The
Department of Buildings caught up with the owner a
year later, when a “Multiple Dwelling Violation” was
issued.
Problems came again in 1999 when the little house
was deemed an “unsafe building.” The condition was
corrected and No. 28 returned to life as a private family home. The owner, Richard Verrazzani, incurred the
Department of Building’s displeasure again, however.
In 2010 he was cited for creating an illegal apartment
in the basement.
Despite an occasional brush with the city, the
appearance No. 28 and its 1821 neighbors are little
changed. They create a picturesque snapshot of early
19th century Greenwich Village.
				
from Daytonian in Manhattan

1932 photograph by Charles Van Urban

