
the passing of Pat Murney, longtime member of the 
BBC. Pat served so many individuals in her career as 
a child and family therapist. She was easy to confide 
in and always strove to understand the mind and em-
tions to support healing. She carried that through to 
her family and friends in her compassionate and non-
judgemental way, somehow always able to remind her 
loved ones of their broader value beyond the ebbs and 
flows of daily life. She valued her small town roots in 
Northern Wisconsin and the Greenwich Village studio 
where she lived for decades, decorated in her signature 
minimalist style with snowflakes, pine cones, and fam-
ily. At age 67, Pat was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Dis-
ease, a challenge that she met with occasional annoy-
ance, but admirable humility, bravery and humor. In 
keeping with her particular sense of empathy, early on 
in her diagnosis she committed to donating her body 
and brain in service to research and medical advance-
ment. The BBC and the entire neighborhood extends 
its sincerest condolences to Pat’s family on her passing.
She will be sorely missed.

2019 Holiday Party 
This year’s BBC Holiday Party (it’s never too early to 
mark your calendars to make sure you’re in town for 
the best holiday party 
for kids and grown-
ups, not just in the Vil-
lage, but in all of New 
York City!) is set for 
Saturday, December 7 
at Greenwich House 
Music School (46 Bar-
row St.) 6:00 - 9:00 PM. So save that date! 

The Bedford Downing Block Association will carry on 
its unique tradition—a Fall sidewalk sale—on Sunday, 
October 20, from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  (no rain date). 
Proceeds go to neighborhood improvement and beau-
tification. This year the sale, which is open to the public, 

Annual Membership is still (only) $25; 
For information,

BEDFORDBARROWCOMMERCE@GMAIL.COM
BBCBLOCKASSOCIATION.ORG
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There is no October meeting. The next BBC Meeting is 
Wednesday, November 6 at BBC Literary Soiree! 
 This will be our fifth BBC Literary Soiree! Featur-
ing the talents of our very own BBC poets, novelists, 
playwrights and nonfiction writers . . .
 The BBC invites YOU to read from your work, pub-
lished or unpublished, at the 
November 7 BBC Meeting, 
at 7:00 PM, at the Greenwich 
House Music School (46 Bar-
row St.). Please come and 
share your poems, your Great 
American Novel, your short 
story, your memoir, your 
narrative nonfiction, or your 
play. Open to all BBCers of 
ALL ages. Kids are very welcome to share their writ-
ing too!
 We ask any interested writer to register, via 
email (KathrynDonaldson@aol.com), if you would 
like to read. PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE LIMIT-
ING THE READERS TO TEN, WHO EACH WILL 
READ FOR SEVEN MINUTES, MAXIMUM.                                                                                                                                         
          If we have more than ten writers who want to par-
ticipate, we will schedule another reading event. But 
be aware, we are limited by time constraints. If you are 
interested in participating, please register, and at the 
same time, include a brief bio (several lines) which will 
be read to the audience when you are introduced at 
the BBC Literary Soiree. We look forward to seeing you 
and hearing your work at this exciting premier event.  
 And bring your fans, friends and family!
The BBC Block Association is very saddened to note 
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will be held on the 
sidewalk of Sixth 
Avenue between 
Downing Street 
and Houston Street.  
Whether buying or 
selling, BBCers are 
always welcome! If 
you live in the “catchment area” of the Bedford Down-
ing Block Association, the space costs $30. (In other 
words if you live on Bedford or Downing Streets be-
tween Sixth and Seventh Avenues or in 10 Downing 
or on that bit of West Houston that is like part of Bed-
ford it’s $30.) If you live anyplace else the space costs 
$60.Payment must be received up front, by October 13 
and is non-refundable. NO payments on the day of the 
sale. Please make checks payable to Bedford Down-
ing Block Association and mail to: Mary Ann Pizza, 
19 Bedford Street, Apt. #1, NYC, 10014. Please include 
your email and address with the check, emails will be 
sent to acknowledge receipt of check. Any questions, 
please email Mary Ann, pizzapizza41@yahoo.com

Save the dates of October 21-23 for the 5th annual 
Greenwich Village Film Festival to be held at The IFC 
Film Center on Sixth Ave. BBC member and Grove St. 
Block Association 
President,  Richard 
Eric Weigle, and his 
husband, Michael 
Anastasio, are two 
of the organizers of 
the festival. “We are trying to keep Greenwich Village 
as a creative place where filmmakers from all over the 
world can share their work and ideas” Weigle says If 
you know anyone who has made a film, 20 minutes 
or less, submissions are now open. Categories include 
documentary, animation, greenwich village portrait 
and short narrative film. The program of short films 
from around the world will screen each night from 
7:00-9:30 PM. Go to   www.greenwichvillagefilmfesti-
val.com  and submit your film. If you would like to 
support this festival, you can make a 100% tax deduct-
ible check to Greenwich Village Film Festival and send 
to Richard Eric Weigle, 35 
Grove Street Apt. 2D, NYC 
10014. Ticket info can also be 
found

The 29th CB2 & NYU Chil-
dren’s Halloween Parade 
will take place on Thursday, 
October 31, 2019. Families 
and children will gather at 

3:00 PM at the fountain in Washington Square Park. 
Free trick-or-treat bags, performances, games, and 
rides will await the children after the parade on La-
Guardia Place between West 3rd and West 4th Streets.

Coffee’s On! Little Owl is now open for breakfast 
Monday-Friday from 8:00 
to 11:00 AM. Join the little 
owl fam for the most im-
portant meal of the day. 
Whether you’re dropping 
in for a quick pastry, cozy-
ing up with a cup of cof-
fee, or spending a leisurely 
morning catching up with 
friends, they can’t wait to 
get to started with you. For 
reservations and to view 
the breakfast menu, please 
visit their website: www.thelittleowlnyc.com  For as-
sistance or more info, please call 212.741.4695 or email: 
reservations@thelittleowlnyc.com 

NABE NOTES
The World Premiere of FEAR, a new play by Matt Wil-
liams, directed by Tea Alagi, comes to the Lucille Lor-
tel Theater - 121 Christopher 
Street - October 15 through 
December 8. In this psycho-
logical drama, a little girl’s 
disappearance prompts a tense 
confrontation among a plumber, 
college professor and teenage 
boy.  Three neighbors discover 
how far they are willing to go 
to defend the values that define 
them. Presented in collabora-
tion with Cherry Lane The-
atre. FearThePlay.com..

Greenwich House Music School 
There will  be a Mozart for Munchkins concert on Oc-
tober 26 from 4:00 - 5:00 PM called 
“Little Jazz Cats” for kids and their 
parents to learn about jazz: https://
www.greenwichhouse.org/event/
mozart-for-munchkins-little-jazz-
cats/
 
Greenwich House Pottery  
Jane Hartsook Gallery is showing an exhibition called 
“Breaking the Plane” with work by Shannon Goff, 
Peter Christian Johnson and Lauren Mabry from Oc-
tober 11 through November 8. The opening reception 
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will be October 11 from 5:00 - 7:00 PM   https://www.
greenwichhouse.org/event/breaking-the-plane-shan-
non-goff-peter-christian-johnson-lauren-mabry/.

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation
Documenting, Celebrating, and Preserving the History 
and Architecture of the East Village – St. Mark’s Place 
and First Avenue and Beyond Thursday, October 3, 
6:30 PM, Little Missionary’s Day School 93 St. Mark’s 
Place.
 Learn about Village Preservation’s effort to raise 
awareness and ap-
preciation of the East 
Village’s rich history, 
and to advocate for 
its preservation.  The 
story of the East Vil-
lage extends from 
Dutch settlement in 
the 17th century, to its 
development in the 
19th century as a pros-
perous merchant burg 
and immigrant gate-
way, its evolution in 
the 20th century from 
an epicenter of abandonment and blight to a center of 
cultural innovation and rebirth, to its struggle in the 
21st century to maintain its identity in the face of re-
newed popularity and success With presentations by 
Sarah Bean Apman, Director of Research and Preser-
vation, and Andrew Berman, Executive Director, Vil-
lage Preservation. This event is accessible
 Lower East Side Arts Open House with Village 
Preservation and the Historic Districts Council Mon-
day, October 7, 4:00 - 5:30 PM, 232 East 11th Street. Vil-
lage Preservation and the Historic Districts Council 
are housed at the Neighborhood Preservation Center. 
The entire building used to be the rectory of the adja-
cent St. Mark’s Church-in-the-Bowery, until the lower 
floors were restored after a fire. Now, Village Preserva-
tion and Historic Districts Council have our offices in 
the bottom floors of the building. The rectory building, 
completed in 1901, was designed by Ernest Flagg in 
the Beaux-Arts style. Join us for an open house, learn 
about our work, and get a special look at this historic 
building. HDC and Village Preservation staff will be 
on hand; ask your questions of Director of Research 
and Preservation Sarah Bean Apmann. See old images 
of the building and the neighborhood, which is located 
in the St. Mark’s Historic District, one of the city’s ear-
liest designated historic districts.  This event is acces-
sible, with eight steps up to the building
 Book Talk: Victory City with John Strausbaugh 

Tuesday, October 22, 6:30 
PM, The Salmagundi Arts 
Club, 47 Fifth Avenue. New 
York City during World 
War II wasn’t just a place of 
servicemen, politicians, he-
roes, G.I. Joes and Rosie the 
Riveters. It was also home 
to quislings and saboteurs; 
war protesters and consci-
entious objectors; gangsters 
and profiteers; and bobby-
soxers, poets, painters, scientists, and spies. In Victory 
City, John Strausbaugh tells the story of New York 
City’s war years with richness, depth, and nuance, 
providing an important look into the City during this 
transformative war. John Strausbaugh is the author of 
three books of New York City history:  This event is not 
fully accessible - there are ten stairs up to the door.

Over the last decade, the technology sector has become 
a major force in New York’s economy. One of the com-
panies anchoring that hub is Google, which keeps ex-
panding operations in Manhattan. 
 The 2.8-million-square-foot main office in Chelsea 
fills an entire city block. It boasts not just work spaces 
but cafeterias, gyms, massage rooms and massive out-
door terraces. The California-based company arrived 
in the city just as the tech bubble was bursting. At the 
time, Google was young and looking to get into a busi-
ness New York is known for: advertising.
 Google’s founders were initially skeptical they 
would be able to find the kind of engineers that were 
readily available in Silicon Valley. But today, Google 
employs more than 7,000 people here, half of them en-
gineers. Many have no desire to work in California.
 Google has grown quietly and without any spe-
cial taxpayer help. It operates out of three Manhattan 
buildings, including Chelsea Market, home to NY1 
and other media companies. Google will expand to 
Pier 57 and to a new campus in the West Village, near 
the Hudson RiverGoogle says it plans to spend $1 bil-
lion and double its local workforce to at least 14,000.  
 That growth has had a spillover effect. Google’s 
presence in Chelsea has further transformed an area 
that was already in the midst of a major overhaul. With 
that growth has come criticism that it is making the 
neighborhood even more unaffordable. 
           from Spectrum 1 News
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The bucolic nature of Greenwich Village would be up-
set after New York City doctors, in 1825, recognized 
the first signs of a terrifying disease -- cholera.  Only 
two years earlier citizens had endured an yellow fever 
epidemic. Many residents with the means to do so fled 
north to Greenwich Village.  
 The New York Evening Post described the hysteria 
saying “The roads, in all directions, were lined with 
well-filled stagecoaches, livery coaches, private vehi-
cles and equestrians, all panic-struck, fleeing the city, as 
we may suppose the inhabitant of Pompeii fled when 
the red lava showered down upon their houses.”
 Reason Street had been named in honor of Thomas 
Paine and his The Age of 
Reason, first published 
in 1794.  Here, Charles 
Oakley built three brick 
houses in 1826 (47, 49, 
51).  He would add four 
more along the block in 
1828. 47 Reason Street 
was two and a half sto-
ries tall with a brick 
front. A single dormer 
punched through the 
pitched roof. The Flem-
ish bond brickwork and 
simple fascia board be-
low the cornice were 
expected in the late Fed-
eral style house. But its 
21-foot width, iron railings and fencing, and elegant 
entrance marked it as the home of a financially-com-
fortable family.
 The first residents of the row had all participated 
in their construction. 47 became home to mason Ja-
cob Naugle. By the time the house was completed, the 
name of Reason Street had been bastardized to Raisin 
Street.  But it was not this usage that prompted Trinity 
Church to lobby for a name change. Thomas Paine’s 
challenges to the Bible and his promotion of deism in 
The Age of Reason was rebuked by the church. (Even 
Theodore Roosevelt, more than a century later, would 
call Paine a “filthy little atheist.”) Trinity Church had 
a new name in mind:  Barrow Street. Thomas Barrow, 
who died in 1825, had been a wealthy vestryman.  An 
artist, he created an engraving of the ruins of Trinity 
Church following its destruction by fire in 1776. In 1828 
Reason Street became Barrow Street.

 As Jacob Naugle and 
his neighbors (who in-
cluded Charles Oakley) 
came and went, they were 
somewhat impeded by the 
old public well and pump 
that had been in place long 
before the houses. It sat di-
rectly in the middle of the 
road. Oakley petitioned 
the Common Council in 
May 1829 “to remove the 
Pump from the Well now 
standing in the Centre of 
the carriage way of Barrow and which was placed 
there before the Street was ceded to this Corporation.” 
The Council agreed, saying “the Well in its present lo-
cation is an Obstruction to the Street and a Public Nui-
sance.”
 By the early 1850s the family of James Nack had 
moved from 229 Church Street to 47 Barrow. Nack 
worked in the County Clerk’s Office as a “First Search-
er,” earning $700 a year in 1853 (about $23,000 today).  
But his civil service job was not what he was noted for.
 In 1829 Samuel Kettell had written of Nack, “His 
poetry is quite respectable, but the most remarkable 
fact concerning it, is that the author is deaf and dumb.  
He lost the faculty of speech and hearing, by disease at 
an early age.  His writings show that he has as nice a 
perception of the harmonies of verse, as those in whom 
the senses are perfect.”  Nack was, in fact, the first deaf 
author to be published in the United States.  His first 
volume, The Legend of the Rocks and Other Poems, was 
published when he was 18, in 1827.  He married in 
1838 and the couple had three daughters. The young-
est, Anna Virginia, tragically died of a “concussion of 
the brain,” on June 14, 1845.
 Nack was a widower by the time he and his two 
daughters, Mary Janette and Evelina, moved into the 
Barrow Street house.  They were joined by Nack’s two 
spinster sisters, Sarah and Elizabeth, who would have 
been in charge of running the household.
 On the night of Saturday, February 14, 1857 Eliza-
beth died five days after her 66th birthday.  Her funeral 
was held in the house on the morning of the 17th. Four 
years later, on October 4, 1861, Sarah died.  Her fu-
neral, too, was held in the parlor.
 A little over a month later the family had a more 
joyous event.  On November 7 Evelina was married 
to William A. Ballantine.  A lawyer, the groom was a 
member of Morris & Ballantine with offices nearby at 
52 Grove Street.

(to be continued)
           from Daytonian in Manhattan
  


