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BBC NEWS AND VIEWS 

November 2019
BBC’s next meeting is Wednesday, November 6 at 
7:00 pm at the Greenwich House Music School 
(46 Barrow Street). Join us at our fifth BBC Liter-
ary Soiree featuring the talents of our very own 
BBC poets, novelists, playwrights and nonfic-
tion writers. Please bring your neighbor or two to 
this special event. Refreshments will be served at 
6:30pm.

2019 BBC Holiday Party 
This year’s BBC Holiday Party (it’s never too 
early to mark your 
calendars to make 
sure you’re in town 
for the best holiday 
party for kids and 
grown-ups, not just 
in the Village, but in 
all of New York City!) 
is Saturday, Decem-
ber 7 at Greenwich 
House Music School 
(46 Barrow St.) 6:00-
9:00pm. Adults $15 and Children (under 12) $5. 
Mark your calendars!

Our gardener Susan Sipos of Gar-
den Designs by Susan will be planting 
spring bulbs throughout early Novem-
ber. 

As you may know, the Census Bureau will con-
duct the 2020 Decennial next year. As part of 
this effort, the Census Bureau is required to hire 
thousands of temporary employees. In Manhat-
tan alone, they proposes to hire some ten thou-
sand employees. Although these positions are 
temporary, they are an excellent way to earn ex-
tra income and help the community. The only 
requirements are that the applicant be eighteen 
(18) years of age and be a United States citizen. 
To apply, go to www.2020census.gov/jobs

NABE NOTES
Greenwich House Music School
Play It Forward: GHMS Scholarship Fund Ben-
efit Feat. Ravi Coltrane & Brandee Younger, 
November 5, 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm @ Greenwich 
House Music School. An intimate evening of mu-
sic at the home of Mark Rudd and Tracy Dock-
ray in Greenwich Village to support the Green-
wich House Music School Scholarship Fund. 
This year’s performance features Ravi Coltrane 
and Brandee Younger with Rashaan Carter. The 
evening begins with performances from some of 
Greenwich House Music School’s students who 
have received scholarships.  Tickets can be pur-
chased at www.greenwichhousemusicschool.org 
or by contacting Diane Perrin: 212-991-0003, 
Ext. 401 | dperrin@greenwichhouse.org.

Our Band – NYC Album Release Concert with Spe-
cial Guest David Amram, November 1, 7:30pm, 
Greenwich House Music School. Our Band will 
win your heart. Steeped in the tradition of great 
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male and female 
duets such as 
Johnny Cash 
and June Cart-
er, Sasha Paper-
nik and Justin 
Poindexter bring 
their award-win-
ning songwriting, 
intimate harmo-
nies, and East-
ern-European flair to a rich Americana sound-
scape.  This concert will celebrate the release of 
Our Band’s debut album, Bright as You. Tickets 
$15; available at the door or online at ourband.
org.

Zodiac Saxophone Quartet. November 2, 8:00pm 
(7:30pm doors) @ Greenwich House Music School
In celebration of the release of their debut album, 
Star Charts, Zodiac Saxophone Quartet will per-
form two sets of new compositions by Charles 
Waters.  Featuring lush compositions paired 
with highly advanced solo and group improvisa-
tions, these works reflect the chamber jazz sound 
of powerful new ensemble. This performance will 
highlight the unique approach to saxophonic 
sounds and special telepathy that exists between 
members who have worked together for many 
years in various ensembles. Expect a special even 
of music and a few surprises!  Tickets: $15 ($10 
students and seniors); available at the door.

Latin American Cultural Week: Recital Soni-
dos De Latinoamerica. November 10, 4:30 pm - 
6:00 pm. Sounds of America is a beautiful journey 
through the immense geography of Latin Ameri-
can music through the violin and the guitar! Giv-
ing life to great composers such as Carlos Gardel, 
Astor Piazzolla, Luis Laguna, Henry Martínez, 
and Rafael Hernández among others.  In com-

bination of an exquisite taste 
in the arrangements and col-
ors achieved by this success-
ful fusion of the extraordinary 
virtuosos Eddy Marcano on 
the violin and Jorge Polanco 
on the guitar and the cuatro.  
Tickets $15; available at the 
door or online at lacw.net.

Cherry Lane The World Premiere of FEAR, a 
new play by Matt Williams, directed by Tea Alagi, 
is now on stage at The Lucille Lortel Theater - 121 
Christopher Street - through December 8 only! 
In this psychological drama, a little girl’s disap-
pearance prompts a tense confrontation among 
a plumber, college professor and teenage boy.  
Three neighbors discover how far they are willing 
to go to defend the values that define them. Pre-
sented in collaboration with Cherry Lane Theatre. 
FearThePlay.com.

Live at the Lortel: An Off-Broadway Podcast. 
Tickets are free and can be reserved by visiting 
www.liveatthelortel.com.“Live at the Lortel” offers 
audiences an opportunity to hear from favorite 
stage performers and artists in an intimate set-
ting – the 299-seat Lucille Lortel Theatre. Guided 
by host, interviewer, and professional theatre-lov-
er Eric Ostrow, these conversations dig deep into 
the artists’ work and career, including past, cur-
rent, and future projects. You never know where 
the conversation might go, but you can be sure it 
will always be fun, fascinating, and informative. 
It’s a fantastic way to celebrate Off-Broadway and 
a love of theatre.
Friday, November 1, 2:00pm: Michael Benjamin 
Washington, Actor, Signature Theatre’s Fires in 
the Mirror.
  4:30pm: Theresa Rebeck, Playwright, MCC 
Theater’s Seared. 
Sunday, November 3, 6:30pm, Richard Nelson, 
Playwright/Director,The Public Theater’s The Mi-
chaels.
   8:30pm, Donja R. 
Love, Playwright, The 
New Group’s one in 
two
Monday, November 
4, 6:00pm, Paul Lib-
in, Theatre industry 
leader and producer 

Paul Libin
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this octet reinvents tradition with irreverence, re-
spect, and joy. This special performance will also 
feature a rarely heard repertoire including bal-
ladry of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire, a 
Yiddish-rooted Soviet animation score, and a gor-
geous range of imaginative original compositions. 
Metropolitan Klezmer’s Jubilation! 25th Anniver-
sary Octet Concerts This event is fully accessible.

Documenting, Celebrating, & Preserving the 
History & Architecture of the East Village – 
6th Street, Avenues B & C and Beyond East Village 
– 6th Street, Avenues B & C and Beyond. Tues-
day, November 19, 6:30pm Learn about Village 
Preservation’s effort to raise awareness and ap-
preciation of the East Village’s history and ad-
vocate for its preservation. From the recently re-
leased report A History of the East Village and Its 
Architecture to the online resource East Village 
Building Blocks, learn more about the neighbor-
hood’s 350-year history and efforts to protect 
it.With a presentation by 
Village Preservation’s Di-
rector of Research and 
Preservation Sarah Bean 
Apmann, the evening will 
focus on, but not be lim-
ited to, the area around 
the 6th Street Commu-
nity Center, our host for 
the evening, on 6th Street 
between Avenues B and 
C. Currents in neighborhood history and archi-
tecture connected to the organization and space, 
including synagogues, adaptive reuse, and com-
munity gardens, will also be highlighted.The 6th 
Street Community Center is housed in a former 
synagogue and has been working to empower the 
Loisaida community since 1978.This event is ac-
cessible, with six stairs up to the building.

for more than six decades.
   8:30pm, Rebecca Taichman, Director, New 
York Theatre Workshop’s Sing Street,

GSVHP
50 Years of the Greenwich Village Historic 
District: How Landmarking Has Shaped and 
Preserved A Neighborhood. Monday, November 
4, 6:30pm First Presbyterian Church, 12 West 
12th Street Entrance.
 8In 1969, Greenwich Village preservation-
ists, activists, and neighbors celebrated the vic-
tory of the designation of the Greenwich Village 
Historic District. In our final in a series of panel 
discussions marking the 50th anniversary of this 
milestone, we’ll consider what has changed over 
the last half-century, what might have changed 
had it not been for landmarking, and what this 
all tells us about what the district’s future might 
look like. What has landmarking allowed?  What 
has it prevented? How has that process of making 
decisions about the shape of this neighborhood 
changed over the last fifty years?
Our panel will include:
Andrew Berman, Village Preservation Executive 
Director,  Kent Barwick, former Chair, Land-
marks Preservation Commission (LPC); President, 
Municipal Arts Society (MAS); co-founder Historic 
Districts Council, Ronda Wist, President at Wist 
Preservation Associates, former LPC Executive 
Director, and MAS Vice 
President Frank Sanchis, 
Programs Director at the 
World Monuments Fund, 
former Senior Advisor to 
MAS and Vice President 
for Stewardship of His-
toric Sites for the National 
Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, This event is fully 
accessible.                                    Kent Barwick                          

Metropolitan Klezmer 25th Anniversary: Jubi-
lation! at Eldridge Street Thursday, November 14, 
7:00pm The Museum at Eldridge Street, 12 El-
dridge Street. Tickets are $30 at gvshp.org/events 
Presented in partnership with The Museum at El-
dridge Street and Metropolitan Klezmer 
Now celebrating their 25th year together, Metropol-
itan Klezmer brings eclectic exuberance to Yiddish 
musical genres from all over the map. Perform-
ing vibrant versions of gems from wedding dance, 
trance, folk, swing, and tango styles, as well as 
soundtrack material from vintage Yiddish films, 
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Old News

(continued) James Nack may have given 47 Barrow 
Street to the newlyweds.  They moved in, while Nack 
and Mary Janette moved to 38 Grove Street.  Mary Ja-
nette died there on February 27, 1864 at the age of 21.
 The Ballantines, too, suffered heartbreak.  On Au-
gust 7, 1862 their first child, William Frederick, was 
born.  The following year the family was summer-
ing in Highland Mills, New York.  There, three days 
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artist Ruth Murchison.
 Murchison was know for her portrayals of peasant 
and servant women. In describing her “several ver-
sions of a peculiarly unbeautiful Vollendamer maid” 
at the Goupil Galleries in January 1916 an art critic 
for The International Studio said.  “In spite of a some-
what postery appearance, the canvases are distinctly 
interesting in colour and design, even if somewhat 
crude.”Ruth also ran a charming Greenwich Village 
store she called The Little Shop Around the Corner.  
Here she sold homemade decorative goods.
 Following William Ballantine’s death, Evelina 
transferred the title 
to 47 Barrow Street 
to Evelyn.  Around 
75 years after her 
poet grandfather pur-
chased it, Evelyn sold 
the house in 1920 to 
Florence Hemsley 
Wood, the widow 
of prominent archi-
tect William Halsey 
Wood. Florence had 
been born into a well-
to-do Pennsylvania 
family. In 1889 she 
married Wood, who 
was well known for his 
ecclesiastical architecture.  The couple had three chil-
dren, including Emily, who still lived with her mother.  
In 1915 the Woman’s Who’s Who of America noted that 
Florence was “interested and active in societies and ac-
tivities of [the] Protestant Episcopal Church.  Favors 
woman suffrage.”
 A year after purchasing the house, Florence made 
what was perhaps a surprising revelation.  “Mrs. Wil-
liam Halsey Wood of 47 Barrow street yesterday an-
nounced the marriage of her daughter, Miss Emily 
Hemsley Wood, to Mr. Wilson Ashley Burrows,” re-
ported The New York Herald on May 9, 1921.  The groom 
had served as Sergeant-Major under Major Fiorello H. 
La Guardia during the war. 
 Florence Wood sold the house in 1927 to “an inves-
tor,” who resold it in 1933 to “a Mr. Prout,” according 
to The New York Times.  Prout leased it to John Howard 
Lawson in 1935. Throughout the rest of the 20th centu-
ry until today, the picturesque structure has remained 
a single-family home.  Except for the renovations of 
the 1880s and the later addition of exterior shutters, it 
is a well-preserved reminder of a time when carriages 
had to circumvent a public well in the middle of the 
street.
           from Daytonian in Manhattan

before his first birthday, little William died.  He was 
brought home where, once again, a funeral was held 
in the Barrow Street house. Around six years later an-
other child, Evelyn, was born.  The family left by the 
last decade of the 19th century, but retained possession. 
They had updated it by raising the attic level to a full 
third floor and adding cornices above the window lin-
tels.
 In 1891 Wright Holcomb was leasing 47 Barrow 
Street.  A lawyer with offices 
at 49-51 Chambers Street, he 
was a Tammany Democrat.  
That year the 48-year old was 
elected to the State Assem-
bly. The University Magazine 
lavished the politician with 
praise.  “His law office in this 
city is, as might be supposed, 
a bee hive of industry and ac-
tivity.  He comes of the best 
American stock, being direct-
ly descended, on his maternal 
side, from Gov. Wm. Bradford, 
of Plymouth Colony and on the paternal side from 
English stock which emigrated from Old to New Eng-
land early in the 18th century.”   A block 
to the east, at 15 Barrow Street, lived Alderman Mead.  
Following a meeting in Webster Hall that ran into the 
early morning hours of June 17, 1891, Mead arrived 
home to find a stranger standing in front of his house. 
The Sun reported “He took a good look at the man, 
who didn’t seem to be at all put out by it, and then 
entered the house.  As he entered he saw another man 
half way up the stairs with a bundle in his arms.” Sur-
prised, the burglar dropped it and hit the floor with 
one leap.  The “man ran plump at him (Mead), struck 
him in the chest, and slipped out into the street and 
escaped.”   Mead found another bundle on the second 
floor.  Both of them contained articles of his clothing.
 Two days earlier, while Holcomb was in Washing-
ton, a burglar had broken into his house and taken a 
suit of clothes. Caught following the Mead break-in, 
the thief  turned out to be a homeless man. “In his 
pocket were a lot of letters and railroad passes, and 
also a pocketbook with Mr. Holomb’s name on it,” 
said the newspaper.Redmond Porter gained entrance 
to 47 Barrow by breaking a window in a vacant house 
on Commerce Street, going into the backyard, climb-
ing over a shed, then opening a window to Holcomb’s 
bedroom.
 Over the next two decades William and Evelina 
Ballantine leased the house to a series of tenants; Cath-
erine Burch, Harry J. Quinn in 1908, Allen D. Orr in 
1910, M. H. Franey in 1915, and in November 1918 to 

Wright Holcomb

Treasures Magazine


