
which supports Greenwich House Music School’s 
scholarship fund and out-
reach programs. The event 
will be held at the home 
of Mark Rudd and Tracy 
Dockray on Tuesday, No-
vember 30 (Giving Tues-
day) 6:30-8:30pm and will 
feature live performances 
by GHMS students, cater-
ing by the little owl, and 
fine wines from Mark and 
Tracy’s private collection. 
Tickets are as follows:  1 for $400, 2 for $700, 3 for $1000 
(with respective tax-deductions of $280, $490, and 
$700). Here’s the link to our site to buy tickets https://
www.greenwichhouse.org/music-school/play-it-for-
ward-2021/

Cherry Lane Theatre
 The Cherry Lane Theatre is partnering with City 
Harvest for their annual holiday food drive. All non-
perishable food items will be collected in the lobby of 
the theatre, Monday through Friday, 12:00pm-7:00pm 
until November 24th. 

Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation
 Virtual event Monday, November 15 6:00pm reg-
ister on website. In 1997, 
when Jeanne Krier moved 
into a co-op at 111 Fourth 
Avenue and 12th Street, 
she was curious about the 
name “International Tai-
loring Company” writ-
ten across its facade. An 
amateur history buff, she 
began researching the his-
tory of the 13-story build-
ing and its previous oc-

 Annual Membership is still (only) $25; 
For information,

bedfordbarrowcommerce@gmail.com
      bbcblockassociation.org

BBC NEWS AND VIEWS 
November 2021

Our gardener, Susan Sipos, of Gardens of Distinction 
has planted 4,000 bulbs. Our eyes will feast on red/or-
ange 14” tall multi flowered tulips and tete-a-tete daf-
fodils when next Spring arrives.
 During last summer all the ironwork, including 
tree guards, lampposts, mailboxes, no parking signs, 
cement planters and water meters were repainted. 
In addition, much ironwork was in need of repaired. 
Money used for this project were provided by the do-
nations from the film productions that took place in 
March, April and May. 

Dale Belli (BBCer) has been hosting holiday parties 
and gift giving for people with AIDS community for 
many years. Urban 
Life Connection 
visits over 40 hos-
pices and hospital 
throughout the New 
York City. She asks 
us if we would con-
tribute any amount. 
Please send to The 
Urban Life Source 
Connection, P.O. Box 2732, Clifton, New Jersey 07015. 
Please write a note on the check PWA Christmas Fund. 
She thanks you in advance for your generosity.

NABE NOTES
Greenwich House Music School
 Play it Forward is an annual fundraising event 
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cupants, leading to the building’s re-branding and the 
restoration of its name as the “International Tailoring 
Company Building.” Built in 1920, the building was 
the New York factory and headquarters of a company 
that manufactured exceptional custom-made clothing 
for men. 
 Jeanne’s talk will share her path to learn the build-
ing’s history and the fascinating details about the land’s 
previous use as Peter Stuyvesant’s farm and home to 
a world-famous 19th-century author — all part of the 
rich but threatened history and architecture of the area 
South of Union Square, which Village Preservation is 
campaigning to landmark. 

“Burning Boy” Writing New York: Paul Auster on 
Stephen Crane November 17, 2021 6:00pm. register on 
website.
 Celebrated novelist Paul Auster‘s comprehensive, 
landmark biography of the great American writer Ste-
phen Crane will be re-
leased in celebration of 
Crane’s 150th birthday 
on November 1. With 
Burning Boy, Auster tells 
the extraordinary story 
of Stephen Crane, best 
known as the author of 
The Red Badge of Cour-
age, who transformed 
American literature 
through an avalanche of 
original short stories, 
novellas, poems, journalism, and war reportage before 
his life was cut short by tuberculosis at age twenty-
eight. In this special talk, Auster will focus on Crane’s 
life in and writing in the Village and surrounding areas 
of NYC, including Washington Square, the Bowery, 
and more. Auster’s insight into Crane’s astonishing 

originality, productivity, and rare creative processes 
are those of a fellow literary master. 

The Minetta Creek Collective provides the Washing-
ton Square Park community with free food, classes, 
and events, and runs a free farmstand of fruits, veg-
etables, canned goods, dry goods, and tea on Wednes-
days from 1:00 - 5:00pm in front of Judson Memorial 
Church.  Research shows that 50% of college students 
suffer from food insufficiency.

Gotham Center for New York History
History of slavery and resistance in New Amsterdam, 
Monday, November 22, 
6:30-8:00pm.
 In her new book, Spac-
es of Enslavement, Andrea 
C. Mosterman addresses 
the persistent myth that 
the Dutch were more hu-
mane slaveowners. Inves-
tigating practices in New 
Netherland and the found-
ing colony that became 
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Neighborhood Notes & Notables

New York, the historian of the early US and Atlantic 
world shows that slavery in the old city held much in 
common with the southern plantation. Detailing how 
the movement of enslaved persons was controlled in 
both homes and public spaces like workshops, courts, 
and churches, the work also explores how the enslaved 
responded by escaping from or modifying those spac-
es. Stretching across the 17th and 18th centuries, Moster-
man interrogates how the region’s Dutch communities 
engaged in a daily struggle with Black New Yorkers 
who consistently found ways 
to resist oppression and claim 
spaces of freedom.
 Nicole Maskiell, the au-
thor of a forthcoming book ex-
amining the social and kinship 
networks intertwining enslav-
ers and the enslaved in the 
development of elite northern 
culture, joins in conversation. 
Registration is required for 
this virtual event www.go-
thamcenter.org

Municipal Art Society of New York
In person tour, Saturday, November 20, 11:00am
 This pre-Thanksgiving walking tour samples the 
architectural riches of Cen-
tral Park West, where the an-
nual parade begins each year. 
Architectural historian Matt 
Postal will discuss this fabled 
boulevard’s history and aes-
thetic development, pausing 
to admire such high-rise resi-
dential gems as the Dakota, 
Beresford, St. Urban, and El 
Dorado apartments.
 In-person tours are lim-
ited to 20 attendees and are held outdoors.  Walking 
tours bring individuals into close proximity with each 
other, we therefore ask that all tour goers wear masks 
during the tours, regardless of vaccination status.  Your 

tour guide and your fellow tour participants will thank 
you for your cooperation.  Should the tours happen 
to venture indoors, many places require masks and/
or proof of vaccination, so please be prepared to have 
both with you. MAS Walking Tours last approximately 
2 hours. Meeting location is provided with registra-
tion. www.mas.org.

       Edward Caswell, 1933

Pageant Print Shop is celebrating its 75th year in busi-
ness this year. The family owned business received 
the Village Preservation Business of the Month award 
last August.  Currently located at 69 W. 4th Street, it 
was founded in 1946 by Sidney Solomon and Henry 
Chafetz.  Its first location was at Booksellers Row on 
Fourth Avenue and then moved to East 9th Street n a 
building with robin’s egg blue windows which was 
used as a backdrop for the Woody Allen movie, Han-
nah and Her Sisters.
 The Solomon sisters, Shirley and Rebecca, inherit-
ed the store which was relocated to a smaller spot in the 
early years of the 21st century. In 2005 they reopened in 
their current location in the middle of the Fourth Arts 
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Thanksgiving (Peeling Apples)
Joseph Christian Leyendecker, 1923

Happy Thanksgiving

Block, a non-profit organization.  It is home to more 
than a dozen arts groups, ten cultural facilities and 
seventeen performance and rehearsal venues.  Hours 
of operation are Tuesday - Sunday: 12:00pm - 7:00pm.  
Visit online at pageantprint@verizon.net.

The New York City Department of Records and Infor-
mation Services is working on a project called Neigh-
borhood Stories , a storytelling intiative that gathers 
oral history interviews with NYC community members 
and permanently preserves them in the collections of 
the Municipal Archives and Library.  This project em-
powers residents to share their own rich historical nar-
rative and personal insights on their lives and the com-
munities that shaped them.  If you are interested and/
or wish to be involved, the project website is https://
www.archives.nyc/neighborhoodstories.

In 2019, the city announced a new monument would 
be coming to Christopher Park across from the Stone-
wall Inn, and it would be the first in New York City to 
honor transgender individuals—specifically, Marsha 
P. Johnson and Sylvia Rivera, two civil rights pio-
neers and activists who together founded STAR (Street 
Transvestite Action Revolutionaries) in 1970.
 The project was announced through Chirlane Mc-
Cray’s She Built NYC, which aims to make our city’s 
statues more diverse; of around 150 male historical 
statues, there are still only 6 female historical statues.
The statue was supposed to go up this year, but the 

COVID-19 pandemic delayed the 
monuments. 
 In the meantime, a group of ac-
tivists created their own tribute to 
Johnson and installed it in Christo-
pher Park on Tuesday, which would 
have been Johnson’s 76th birthday.
 Johnson (August 24, 1945 – July 
6, 1992), was also known as Mal-

colm Michaels Jr. 
Though some have 
mistakenly credited 
Johnson for starting 
the Stonewall riots, 
Johnson was always 
forthcoming about 
having not been 
present when the ri-
ots began. Johnson 
was also a popular 
figure in New York 
City’s gay and art scene, modeling for Andy Warhol, 
and performing onstage with the drag performance 
troupe Hot Peaches. Johnson was known as the “may-
or of Christopher Street” due to being a welcoming 
presence in the streets of Greenwich Village. From 1987 
through 1992, Johnson was an AIDS activist with ACT 
UP.
  The current Gay Liberation Monument in Christo-
pher Park, which went up in 1992, the same year John-
son was found dead in the Hudson River. It features 
two men standing, and two women sitting; it was cast 
in bronze but then painted white, per the style of the 
artist, George Segal. 


