
It is is with great sadness — but also with great affec-
tion and appreciation — that the BBC notes the passing 
of Dora Nyffenegger, a longtime neighborhood stal-
wart and friend to all. Dora was a native of Emotal, 
Switzerland, but the Village was her home for most 
of her very full and rich life of ninety-three years. She 
was a founding member of the BBC, as well as long-
time BBC secretary, and all of us remember Dora’s de-
licious, made-from-scratch apple pies and her many 
delectable baked treats that graced the dessert table of 
the BBC Holiday Party. Dora’s nonprofit, Shadybrook, 
was her pride and joy — an animal rescue organization 
that saved many stray dogs and cats. Dora took more 

than a few of these critters into her own home. Dora’s 
generosity knew no boundaries — she also supported 
the Youth of Malawi project and a classroom in that 
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Our next meeting will be Wednesday, April 13, 6:30 
PM, Greenwich House Music School. The documenta-
ry MIMI VANG OLSEN: PET PORTRAITIST will be 
shown. It will be introduced by 
the director Anthony Maran-
ville. The film chronicles the 
last West Village painter with 
her own store front on Hudson 
Street as she enters the lives of 
several eccentric clients and 
immortalizes their pets. Mimi 
doesn’t just paint a portrait, 
she steps into clients lives and 
uncovers their stories, creating 
a richly detailed time capsule of who they are at the 
time of commission. This rare profile of a West Village 
legend is a thoughtful meditation on the importance of 
pets, art and The Village that will leave you inspired. 
Her art is truly a work of love. Proof of vaccination and 
masks required.

Mimi Vang Olsen



country bears her name, She cared for all — and that is 
no exaggeration. For years, on July 4th, in celebration of 
her adopted country, at the corner of Barrow and Hud-
son, Dora set up tables overflowing with home-cooked 
food and invited the whole neighborhood, including 
any passers-by, to her impromptu picnic. No one was 
ever turned away from her table. When her dear friend 
Marge Connor was ill, Dora made a special St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner, pulling, much to the 
amazement of all present, corn beef 
and cabbage, roasted potatoes, and 
soda bread out of a bag, along with 
plates and cutlery. That was Dora, 
always there for all, a true and loyal 
and caring friend, the definition of 
kindness, generosity and compassion. She was a good 
person, in every sense of the word, who always did 
the right thing without complaint or prompting. We all 
loved her, we were all grateful to know her, we will 
always remember her. 

News from Jefferson Market Garden featuring our 
own gardener Susan Sipos.  Like every year, there is a 
lot of work to be done to prepare the Jefferson Market 
Garden for its targeted opening date of Friday, April 1, 
2022.  Moving from late winter 
into early spring makes things 
hectic for our team of garden-
ers. But their work and all 
their efforts to make the JMG 
the spectacular garden we 
know actually started weeks 
ago. In fact, unlike most past 
seasons, this year all ordering 
(annuals, bulbs, soil, mulch, 
etc.) was done early in Janu-
ary, completed by the second week of 
that month. It’s a good bet that the need for such early 
ordering is a result of the lingering pandemic-relat-
ed shortages. Before one submits an order, however, 
one has to have a good plan in mind. For that land-
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scape design work, the Garden owes deep thanks to 
Susan Sipos, Horticulturist and Landscape Designer. 
In addition to developing color schemes, Susan sched-
ules plantings and placements so that something is 
blooming whenever you visit the Garden…April, June, 
August, September…with a very difficult pandemic 
year in 2020 now behind us and a better season that 
followed in 2021, we are optimistic about the 2022 Jef-
ferson Market Garden season already underway, as 
winter fades and spring unfolds. We look forward to 
welcoming you back to the Garden very soon!

Nabe Notes
Greenwich House Music School  
Greenwich House Music School’s annual community 
concert series, Uncharted, is returning this year with 
live + in-person performanc-
es from local musicians and 
composers every Thursday at 
8:00 PM, beginning April 7. 
The 2022 line-up features Adi 
Meyerson, Michael Mayo, 
Dana Lyn, Charlie Burnham, 
Marika Hughes, Alea, Val-Inc 
aka Val Jeanty, and Raquel 
Acevedo Klein & Friends. 
Tickets are $20 or less and 100% of box office sales go 
directly to artists! For tickets and concert information, 
please visit www.greenwichhouse.org/uncharted.

Greenwich House Pottery
The Pottery is excited to welcome Alva Mooses as our 
latest artist-in-residence through May 13. Alva, whose 
work has been shown around 
New York and across Latin 
America, is a multidisciplinary 
artist and educator. Based in 
the city, her art incorporates 
geological materials such 
as volcanic stones, rammed 
earth and cast concrete to raise 
thought provoking questions 
about the impact of colonial-
ism on our social and physical envi-
ronments.  

Greenwich House 
Registration is now open at our newest older adult 
center at Westbeth.  Located at 185 Bank Street between 
Greenwich Avenue and Waverly Place, this new loca-
tion is part of Greenwich House’s realignment of our 
Older Adult Network. This location will focus on men-
tal health and social services for seniors and will feature 
grab and go meals. Members have immediate access 

Susan Sipos

Adi Meyerson

Alva Mooses
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to a diverse ar-
ray of online 
p r o g r a m s . 
For more in-
f o r m a t i o n , 
get in touch 
with Cen-
ter Director 
Donna Coles: 
D C o l e s @
GreenwichHouse.org.

Society for Historic Preservation (GVSHP)
 Ukrainian Pysanky 101 (Workshop) Wednesday, 
April 20, 12:00 - 2:00 PM. A Zoom Workshop Advanced 
Tickets required. Limited Tickets available. Honor 
the ancient 
magic of the 
pysanka or 
U k r a i n i a n 
Easter egg, 
by making 
your own. 
You will 
learn the 
bat ik- l ike , 
wax-res is t 
method by 
d e c o r a t -
ing an egg 
in one of 
two begin-
ner pat-
terns. (The 
i n s t r u c t o r 
is happy to 
guide experienced students through other designs; 
please contact her a week before the class.) You will 
learn the meaning of traditional symbols and colors, as 
well as the basics of structure and decoration that can 
be used to write an endless variety of pysanky. Make 
these special Easter eggs as gifts, to bring blessings 
home, and as talismans of peace, strength, and heal-
ing. www.gvshp.org/events. In-Person Event: April 
21, 6:00-7:15PM EST Registration required. Location: 
159 West 10th Street: The site is outdoors and sidewalk 
accessible 
 
Village Preservation, in collaboration with NYC LGBT 
Historic Sites Project, will unveil a historic plaque to 
commemorate the Julius’ Bar “Sip-In”. On April 21, 
1966, members of the Mattachine Society, a pioneering 
gay rights organization, challenged a regulation that 
prohibited bars from serving LGBT people by stag-

ing a “Sip-In” at Julius’, a bar with a large gay clientele. 
With reporters and a photographer in tow, the activists 

announced that they were homosexuals, asked to be 
served, and were refused. This early gay rights action 
and the attendant publicity helped to raise awareness 
of widespread anti-LGBT discrimination and harass-
ment. www.gvshp.org/events

Gotham Center of New York
Liberty’s Chain: The Jay Family, Slavery, and Emanci-
pation, Monday, April 18, 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
 The Jays of New York were among the most 
prominent of Founding Era 
families. Although John Jay 
—“central” negotiator of the 
peace with Britain, first Su-
preme Court Chief Justice, 
and co-author of the Fed-
eralist Papers—is the best-
remembered of the clan, his 
descendants continued to 
shape the American republic 
into the late nineteenth cen-
tury. In this new multi-generational biog-
raphy, the historian David N. Gellman shows how the 
family also embodied the contradictions of the age on 
the preeminent question of slavery. John Jay served as 

John Jay
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the inaugural president of New York’s pioneering an-
tislavery society and his son and grandson embraced 
radical abolitionism. Neither the scorn of elite peers 
nor racist mobs deterred their commitment to end the 
slave power in the South and to combat injustice in the 
North. 
 But John Jay’s personal dealings with African 
Americans ranged from caring to callousness. And 
across the generations, even as prominent Jays decried 
human servitude, enslaved and formerly enslaved 
people served in their house-
holds, living difficult, often 
isolated, lives that tested 
their courage and the family’s 
principles. In Liberty’s Chain, 
Gellman, author of Emanci-
pating New York and coedi-
tor of Jim Crow New York, 
explores the tension between 
the personal and the politi-
cal in this elite family from the 
colonial and revolutionary eras to the Civil War and 
beyond, a remarkable story that demonstrates the elu-
siveness and the vitality of liberty’s legacy and speaks 
directly to our own divided times. register for this vir-
tual event www.gothamcenter.org

Judge Rules for NYC Residents 
in Open Restaurant Lawsuit

Calls for Environmental Impact Review

New York, NY (March 23, 2022) — The Supreme Court 
of the State of New York, with Judge Frank Nervo pre-
siding, ruled in favor of 22 New Yorkers who claimed 
that the many negative impacts of the Open Restau-
rants program required an environmental review.
 In a strongly worded ruling, Judge Nervo dis-
missed the City’s argument and rebuked its actions: 
“For a taxpayer supported agency to declare, in effect, 
the Open Restaurants Program and Outdoor Seating 
have no negative impact on our streets and commu-
nities because that Agency has unilaterally made that 
determination serves only as a thinly-veiled attempt to 
avoid statutory scrutiny of the program by a baseless 
claim of its own omnipotence.”
 Today’s ruling affirms that the agency in charge, 
the Department of Transportation, was mistaken in 
their claim that there would be no negative impact to 
New York City neighborhoods from this program, at-
tempting to skirt the need for proper and thorough en-
vironmental review.
 The petitioners’ attorney, noted civil rights law-
yer, Michael Sussman stated: “The NY State Supreme 

Court today affirmed the rule of law against those who 
would rush throughprograms intended to radically 
change this great City. Major zoning changes cannot be 
implemented without careful study, not pre-judgment. 
And, this law applies to small towns, villages and to 
this great City.”
 The City had been moving rapidly to make the pan-
demic emergency outdoor dining program permanent. 
The City Council held a single hearing in early Febru-
ary and two weeks later voted to obliterate decades of 
zoning regulations that had prohibited outdoor din-
ing in residential districts. The Supreme Court ruling 
means that the City will effectively have to start over, 
beginning with a thorough environmental impact re-
view as required by state law.
 “This case was about more than Open Restaurants; 
it was about following our land use process,” said 
noted city planner George M. Janes. “If an action has 
the potential for significant environmental impacts, 
those impacts have to be studied and disclosed in all 
projects, even those that the Mayor wants to get done 

Best wishes from the BBC
 for a peaceful, but joyous 

Easter and Passover.

David N. Gellman


