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BBC NEWS AND VIEW
October 2022
The next BBC Meeting is Wednesday, November 2
at BBC Literary Soiree! This will be our seventh BBC
Literary Soiree! Featuring the talents of our very own
BBC poets, novelists,
playwrights
and nonfiction writers . . .
The BBC invites
YOU to read from
your work, published or unpublished, at the November
2
BBC
Meeting, at 7:00 PM,
at the Greenwich
House Music School
(46 Barrow St.).
Please come and share your poems, your Great American Novel, your short story, your memoir, your narrative nonfiction, or your play. Open to all BBCers of
ALL ages. Kids are very welcome to share their writing
too! We ask any interested writer to register, via email
( KathrynDonaldson@aol.com ), if
you would like to read. PLEASE NOTE: WE ARE LIMITING THE READERS TO TEN, WHO EACH WILL
READ FOR SEVEN MINUTES, MAXIMUM. If we
have more than ten writers who want to participate,
we will schedule another reading event. But please be
aware, we are limited by time constraints. If you are
interested in participating, please register, and at the
same time, include a brief bio (several lines) which will
be read to the audience when you are introduced at the
BBC Literary Soiree. We look forward to seeing you

and hearing your work at this exciting premier event.
And bring your fans, friends and family! The Music
School requires that audience members must present
proof of vaccination.

NABE NOTES
Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation
Tuesday, October 18, 6:00 – 7:30PM, Salmagundi Club,
Skylight Gallery, 47 Fifth Avenue at 12th Street, New York,
NY, 10003. In-Person Free
and open to the public Registration required. Join Village Preservation as we host
author Bill Hennessey for a
book talk all about Fifth Avenue downtown. Held at the
historic Salmagundi Club,
this book talk will be followed by an opportunity to
buy the book and have it signed by the author. Bill
Hennessey’s Fifth Avenue: From Washington Square
to Marcus Garvey Park presents an in-depth exploration of architecture along one of the world’s most
iconic streets: New York City’s fabled Fifth Avenue.
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Through six fact-filled walking tours, this accessible illustrated guide takes readers along the entire length of
Fifth Avenue, studying its architecture block by block,
building by building, offering the chance to discover
exceptional and unusual structures across Greenwich
Village, Midtown, the Upper East Side, and Harlem.
This talk will focus on the tour of Greenwich Village.
www.gvshp.org
Thursday, October 27, 6:30 PM Jefferson Market Library,
Free In-Person, Join us for an in-person event with recording artist, performer,
producer, professor, and
author Richard Barone
for a musical discussion
of his new book Music +
Revolution: Greenwich
Village in the 1960s. Joining Richard will be musician Terre Roche of
the Roches, Steve Addabbo, authors and historians Stephen Petrus
and Mitchell Cohen, and
more.
Even before the Beatnik Riots of 1961, New York
City’s Greenwich Village had been the epicenter of
revolutionary developments in
American music and culture. But
the 1960s were a time of particular
turbulence and creative ferment,
as a new wave of writers and performers inspired by the folk music
revival of the 1950s created socially aware and deeply personal
songs that spoke to a generation
like never before. Message and
music became one and mirrored
society. Author Richard Barone unrolls a freewheeling
historical narrative, peppered with personal stories
and insights from those who were there.
Gotham Center for New York History
Before
Central
Park:
Wednesday, October 5,
2022, 6:30-8:00PM. With
more than 800 sprawling acres in the middle of
America’s densest city,
Central Park is an urban
masterpiece, a living model to countless successors
around the world. But before it gained its shape and

name, it was home to New Yorkers of many different
backgrounds, the site of farms, businesses, churches, burial grounds, and war. In this new book of the
same title, Sara Cedar Miller, historian emerita of the
Central Park Conservancy, presents an unofficial but
definitive account of the land in modern times. From
the first Dutch settlers through the crusade to establish America’s first major urban park, Miller chronicles
250 years of history, telling the stories of indigenous
hunters, black slaves and white slaveowners, Patriots
and Loyalists, the Afro- and Irish-American landowners and pig farmers of Seneca Village, Catholic sisters,
Jewish protesters, and more—tales of political chicanery, real estate speculation, cons, and scams, as well
as democratic idealism, immigrant striving, and powerfully human lives. Along the way, she unveils a British fortification and camp built during the Revolution,
a suburban retreat from yellow bfever epidemics constructed at the turn of the last century, and the properties that a group of free black Americans used to secure
the right to vote, showing how much of the history of
early America is still etched upon Central Park’s landscape today. Ken Chaya, the NYC artist, designer, and
urban naturalist (creator of Central Park Entire: The
Definitive Illustrated Map), joins in conversation with
the author.
.
Municipal Arts Society
Hungarian and German Yorkville
October 15, 2022 11:00AM 01:00PM ET.
[In-person Tour] Follow Hungarian and German patterns of
migration in the East 80s of the
Upper East Side on this walking tour with historian James
Russiello. Tenements and ethnic missions sprang up from
what were once bucolic farmland retreats of Old New York
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as the neighborhood became an enclave for many immigrant groups in the late 19th and early 20th centuries
(including Irish, Germans, Hungarians, and Czechs)
leaving the neighborhood rich in cultural heritage. By
the 1930s, East End Avenue was among the toniest of
apartment districts designed by high society architects.
Stroll through a constantly developing neighborhood
to view patterns of development. $20 member, $30
non-member. Register: www.mas.org
Ghosts of the Five Points
October 23, 2022 11:00 AM - 01:00 PM ET
[In-person Tour] In the 1800s, Five Points was a notorious slum in lower Manhattan, infamous for decades
as New York City’s center of violent crime, unemployment, prostitution, gambling, infectious diseases, and
filth. “What place is this, to which the squalid street
conducts us.” wrote Charles Dickens, upon a visit in
1842. “Debauchery has made the very houses prematurely old.” Within these overcrowded wooden tenements, however, was one of America’s first melting
pots, where newly-emancipated African Americans
lived next door to recent Irish immigrants. The rampant squalor led to efforts by various charities to try
to help the poor, but eventually the slum was cleared

through wholesale demolition. Today, though
little remains of the
neighborhood,
stories
and tales associated with
various locations live on,
most notably in the 2002
Martin Scorsese film
Gangs of New York. Join
guide Lloyd Trufelman
for a tour of the sites of
the Old Brewery/Mission House, Bandit’s
Roost, Collect Pond, and other places where the voices
of Five Points echo through our modern streets. [Please
note this is NOT a Halloween tour.] $20 member, $30
non-member Register: www.mas.org

Resources & Information
Eric Ulrich has been appointed the new Commissioner of the Department
of Buildings. He is a former Councilmember from
Queens and coordinated relief effortsin the rebuilding
process after Superstoem
Sandy.
Filming in the neighborhood
included a Hulu FX production of Fleishman Is In Trouble based on the 2019 novel
of the same name. Toby Fleishman is a 41 year old hepatologist and father of tweenagers getting his life back
together after divorcing his
social climbing wife Rachel.
But after Rachel drops off the
kids, she also goes missing
for weeks. Trouble and revelations ensue.
Big Indie Smith is a remake for Amazon Prime of
the 2005 hit, Mr. and Mrs.
Smith. Donald Glover and
Maya Erskine star in this series.
July14 marked the reopening of the Jefferson Market
Library after a $10 million improvement project to
improve accessibility. The improvements include reconfiguring the library’s entrance, a new accessibility
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ramp at the rear of the buiding, a new elevator, reconstructed ADA restrooms, and increased public space.

mer was undreamed of
and on the streets or in the
joints, you rarely saw a
soul you didn’t know. The
afternoons were best. Sitting at a window table at
the Figaro, playing chess,
gossiping with friends, or
just watching the snow,
one felt an almost rural
sense of peace.”
Lincoln Market just signed a new lease for the old Rite
Aid space at Sixth Avenue between 12th and 13th Streets.
The chain already has six locations across New York
City and its new outpost is set to open in early 2023.
Newly opened late last year the Commerce Inn is a
throwback to the 18th century. The already old looking
premises features Shaker furniture and ceramics. The
food is listed on a menu that looks like it may have
been printed in colonial times.
It includes dishes that may
have been eaten in a colonial
tavern; milk punches, baked
beans with pork belly, bone
marrow with roasted mushrooms and roast chicken.

The iconic Figaro on Bleecker Street reopened at the
end of May. Le Figaro Cafe opened in 1957, becoming
a celebrity draw until it shut its doors in 2008 eventually becoming part of the Qdoba burrito chain. It drew
Beat Generation pioneers like Jack Kerouac and Lenny
Bruce. In the 1960s Bob Dylan, Lou Reed and Al Pacino were customers. It was included in the film Carlito’s Way. In his 2005 biography, The Mayor of Macdougal Street, Dave Van Ronk, describing the winter
of 1960-61 said, “The tourist avalanche of the next sum-

Bedford and Barrow Streets
by local artist, Ellen Bradshaw.

