
NABE NOTES
Greenwich Village Film Festival
CREATIVITY IS ALIVE AND WELL IN GREENWICH 
VILLAGE. BBC members and Grove Street residents, 
Richard Eric Weigle and Michael Anastasio, in an ef-
fort to keep Greenwich Village a haven for creativity 
and the arts, are organizers of THE GREENWICH VIL-
LAGE FILM FESTIVAL.  Along with founder, Alessia 
Gatti, they are presenting the 8th Annual edition of this 
wonderful international event. This year the festival 
is from November 7-10 from 7:00-9:30pm at the iconic 
Quad Cinema at 34 W. 13th St. Each night you attend, 
you will see a great sampling of the best Short Nar-
rative Films, Short Documentaries and Short Anima-

tion Films. Please support this wonderful festival that 
celebrates creativity through filmmaking. Go to Green-
wichvillagefilmfestival.com  for ticket information

Greenwich House
From the progressive activism of the early 20th Cen-
tury, to the economic devastation of the depression 
era, to the artistic vibrancy of the 60’s, to the unfath-
omable loss during the 
AIDS crisis, to the wide-
spread isolation felt dur-
ing the COVID-19 shut 
downs, Greenwich House 
has been here to serve and 
support enrich and enliven 
the people across the West 
Village and beyond. Please 
join us for food and drink, 

Annual Membership is still (only) $25;
 For information,

bedfordbarrowcommerce@gmail.com
bbcblockassociation.org

BBC NEWS AND VIEWS
November 2022

The next BBC Meeting is Wednesday, November 2 at 
7:00pm at the Greenwich House Music School. This 
will be our seventh BBC Literary Soiree! Featuring the 
talents of our very own BBC poets, novelists, play-
wrights and nonfiction writers. Come for refreshments
at 6:30:pm.

Dale Belli (BBCer) has been hosting holiday parties 
and gift giving for people with AIDS community for 
many years. Urban Life Source Connection will visit 20 
hospices and hospitals throughout the New York City. 
She asks us if we will 
contribute any amount. 
Please send to the Ur-
ban Life Source Connec-
tion, P.O. Box 2732, Clif-
ton, NJ. 07015. Note on 
the check PWA Christ-
mas Fund. She thanks 
you for your generosity.



entertainment, and festivity! Tuesday November 15, 
2022 6:30-9:30pm,Tribeca Rooftop, New York City Go 
to info@greenwichhouse.org/benefit2022 for ticket in-
formation 

Historic Districts Council
Taste of Caribbean Walking Tour Saturday, Novem-
ber 5, 2022 11:00am. 
– 12:30pm. Join HDC 
and Shelley Wor-
rell from I AM CA-
RIBBEING on a food 
tour through Little Ca-
ribbean. During this 
stroll through Flat-
bush and Nostrand 
Avenues, visitors are 
welcomed to an im-
mersive cultural experience including samples of jerk 
chicken with festival, savory meat or vegetable patties, 
curries, salted fish cakes with spicy tamarind sauce, 
sweet pastries, fresh juices, and authentic Caribbean 
rhum. $25 Friends and Seniors/$30 General Admis-
sion.

Gotham Center for New York History 
Hotbed: Bohemian Greenwich Village and the Secret 
Club that Sparked Modern Feminism, Wednesday, 
November 9, 2022 3:00-
4:30pm. On a Saturday in 
New York City in 1912, 
around the wooden ta-
bles of a popular Green-
wich Village restaurant, 
a group of women gath-
ered, all of them con-
vinced that they were go-
ing to change the world. 
It was the first meeting 
of “Heterodoxy,” a secret 
social club. Joanna Scutts 
tells the dazzling story of 
these Greenwich Village 
feminists who blazed 
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the trail for the movement’s most radical ideas. Het-
erodoxy’s members were passionate advocates of free 
love, equal marriage, and easier divorce.They were so-
cialites and socialists; reformers and revolutionaries; 
artists, writers, and scientists. Their club, at the heart 
of America’s bohemia, was a springboard for
parties, performances, and radical politics. But it was 
the women’s extraordinary friendships that made their 
unconventional lives possible, as they supported each
other in pushing for a better world. Hotbed is the 
“never-before-told story” of the bold women whose 
audacious ideas and unruly acts transformed a femi-
nist agenda into a modern way of life. Lauren Elkin, 
author of Flâneuse: Women Walk the City, joins in 
conversation with the author. Register for this online 
event at hdc.org.

Greenwich House Pottery, Jane Hartsook Gallery
Exhibition: November 4-December 16, 2022. Wansoo 
Kim-Vessels.

Washington Square Park
Take a journey through time and learn about the 
Park’s beginnings as a parade ground, the unmistak-
able monuments, and the many people that have made 
Washington Square Park the cultural icon that it is to-
day. Our knowledgeable docents are more than happy 
to guide you through Washington Square Park for this 
FREE monthly tour of the Park! No preregistration re-
quired. Saturday, November, 26. Meet in Holley Plaza 
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Tour begins promptly at 1:00pm and lasts for 1 hour.

Hudson Park Library
Hudson Park Gallery is a unique public space that cre-
ates a vibrant presence in the heart of Greenwich Vil-
lage and provides the perfect setting for local artists 
in the New York 
area. Our mis-
sion is to en-
hance and sus-
tain the cultural 
and artistic life 
within our com-
munity.
The Gallery is 
FREE to rent. If 
you are inter-
ested in having 
your work dis-
played please 
contact Emil Allakhverdov either by email at emilal-
lakhverdov@nypl.org or by phone at (212) 243-6876. 
Please see Old News for more information.
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Old News

As a boy in Scotland, Andrew Carnegie found it diffi-
cult to find books to read.  In 1902 John Shaw Billings, 
the Director of the New York Public Library, recalled 
that the future millionaire had made a vow, “no, per-
haps not a vow; it seems unnatural to accuse a Scotch-
man of a vow—but a promise—that if he ever obtained 
the means he would establish a public library.”  
 On March 12, 1901, Carnegie offered the City of 
New York a gift of $5.2 million to build free circulating 
libraries. The condition was 
that the City would provide 
the land and maintain the 
libraries. An agreement was 
reached and the plans for fifty 
libraries—thirty of them in 
Manhattan—were began.
 In the summer of 1904 the 
firm of Carrère & Hastings be-
gan work on plans for a two-
story brick Carnegie library at 68 Leroy Street.  (The 
firm was responsible for the masterful marble New 
York Public Library still rising on Fifth Avenue.)  Con-
struction began in October, the cost of which would be 
$75,000--or about $2.2 million in today’s money.  The 
site cost the city $44,000--another $1 million today.
 

The site was adjacent to Hudson Park, a recre-
ational playground opened in 1903 which, ironi-
cally, replaced the elegant St. James’ Park designed 
by Carrère & Hastings in 1896.   The library would 
be known as the Hudson Park Branch.
 The formal opening took place on January 24, 
1906.  The Sun reported that it “includes an audito-
rium besides well lighted reading rooms for chil-
dren and their elders.”  Neighbors had been filing 
in for a week to get their library cards to access the The 13th Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade (1937)
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10,000 volumes on the shelves.
 The Greenwich Village neighborhood was 
home to a significant immigrant population and 
the library was an important resource.  In its 1911 
annual report the New York Public Library report-
ed that local boys had formed the Greenwich Vil-
lage Literary Club here.  “This is a self-governing 
club.  The boys arrange their own programmes and 
usually invite club adviser to contribute a story.”
 That year an exhibit of a “collection of books 
covering the school problems of the neighbor-
hood, questions of congestion, foreign population, 
and sanitary conditions in the homes and in the 
schools,” was staged.
 The building also served as the meeting place 
of the Societa di Mutuo Beneficio fra le Donne Ital-
iane” (the Mutual Benefit Society of Italian Wom-
en).  According to the Library report, the group’s 
February 3, 1911 meeting “was for social purposes, 
and the program for the evening provided recita-
tions in Italian, music, and dancing.”
 In 1914 the report noted, “That the Library is 
becoming a social center for the mothers also is 
shown by at least two gatherings that occurred 
during [February].”  Dr. 
Isabelle Barbour had 
given an illustrated talk 
on Europe to the Mothers’ 
Club, and on February 
27 35 mothers of kinder-
garten children were en-
tertained.  “Italian songs 
were sung by one of the 
kindergarten teachers and 
an Italian story told by 
Miss Blumer of the probation class.”   
 The popularity of the branch necessitated its 
being enlarged in 1920.  The building was extend-
ed to the east, with a second entrance on Seventh 
Avenue South.  Among the staff was Marianne Craig 
Moore, who started as a library assistant in 1921.  Her 
first book of poetry (published without her permis-
sion) was released that year.  Moore lived in the neigh-
borhood, which was not only one of immigrants, but of 
artists, musicians and writers like herself.  She worked 
here until 1925, going on to become one of America’s 
most esteemed poets.
 Branches like this one were as much as neighbor-
hood social and educational center as a repository for 
books.  At various times during 1924, for instance, it 

 
was the ven-
ue for ex-
hibitions of 
“paintings 
by A. C. Wa-
gler, draw-
ings and 
water colors 
by Edward 
H o d g e s , 
needlework 
by Italian 
women of the neighborhood, and puppets and mate-
rial on puppets, and miniature stages of many coun-
tries.”
 In January 1964 a series of five exhibits entitled 
“Photography Sampler 1964” opened, and on Novem-
ber 5 that year The New York Times reported, “A free 
puppet show, ‘Dragon John,’ will be given tomorrow 
at 4 P. M. at the New York Public Library’s Hudson 
Park Branch.”Carrère & Hastings’ handsome brick 
library continues to serve its immediate community 
with exhibitions, events, and, of course, books.
     from Daytonian in Manhattan

Illustration by J.C. Leyendecker for
The Saturday Evening Post, November 12, 1910

Happy Thanksgiving


